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REVISE THE STAMP ACT. 


WO facts in regard to the stamp tax 
are very generally accepted. One 
of these is, that as a source of 

revenue it is a success, and the other is 
that as now constituted Schedule B is 
open to severe criticism. The entire drug 
trade is interested in Schedule B and the 
trade is almost unanimous in condemning 
some features of it. The National Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists has put itself 
on record as desirous of its repeal, and 
such action would undoubtedly be wel- 
comed by all branches of the drug trade. 

“A study of the financial condition of the 
Government is alone sufficient to con- 
vince the thoughtful observer that it will 
not be feasible to cut off this source of 
revenue at any time within the near fu- 
ture. While political leaders have steered 
clear of any pronouncement on this head, 
it has been quietly intimated by those 
high in the National councils that the 
stamp tax might as well be looked upon 
as a permanency. The fact is that each 
of the later revisions of the tariff has 
proven a failure so far as supplying the 
Government with adequate revenues is 
concerned, and the occurrence of the war 
offered a much-needed excuse to resort to 
some other means of increasing the public 
income. Neither political party had the 
temerity to advocate the imposition of a 
direct tax, such as is levied by the stamp 
act, under ordinary circumstances, but 
in view of the extraordinary expenses 
involved in the prosecution of the war 
the stamp tax law was passed without dis- 
sent. Its enactment was recognized as a 
necessity and its payment has been look- 
ed upon as a patriotic duty—by those 
who could not escape it. 

Taking these facts into consideration, it 
will be seen that it is utterly futile for the 
drug trade to make any effort in the di- 
rection of having the act repealed. The 
question of income is of paramount im- 
portance to the Government and unless 
some equally ready means is proposed 
for raising the needed revenue, the au- 
thorities responsible for the conduct of 
the National finances will not for a mo- 





ment contemplate a cutting off of the very 
handsome revenue which is yielded by 
the stamp tax, and which costs but very 
little indeed to collect. Since the tax, 
then, cannot be repealed, it behooves the 
drug trade to study the subject of its re- 
vision. 

As now framed the law provides for a 
tax at a rate which is so low that it is 
impracticable for it to be 


SHALL IT BE 
HIGHER, OR transferred to the shoul- 
LOWER? ders of the consumer, and 


which is still so high as to make its pay- 
ment by the drug trade, whether paid by 
manufacturer or retailer, a great hardship. 

There are two diametrically opposite 
means of righting this injustice. One 
is to restrict the application of the tax 
within narrow bounds and increase it to 
such a figure as can be readily collected 
from the consumer, and the other is to 
materially broaden its application and re- 
duce the amount of tax so that its pay- 
ment by the manufacturer or dealer will 
not be an unbearable burden. 

Should the first of these alternatives be 
adopted we have a precedent before us 
for our guidance in the English stamp 
tax on proprietaries, from which many 
valuable suggestions may be gleaned. The 
minimum tax imposed under this plan 
should be so large as to be readily col- 
lected from the consumer. With us this 
would mean a minimum tax of five cents, 
which would bear very hard upon the 
rapidly growing class of ten-cent articles. 
So far as the interest of the retailer is 
concerned, however, he could view this 
with perfect equanimity, for the intro- 
duction of ten-cent goods has been any- 
thing but a boon to him. For all articles 
below a dollar in value,then,the minimum 
tax should be five cents, and for articles 
selling at one dollar or more the tax 
might be fixed at ten cents. If this ad- 
vance in the rate is made the revenue 
yielded would be so large as to make it 
feasible to restrict the tax solely to pro- 
prietary medicines in the sense of the 
English law or of our own act of 1861. 
The tax in this case would be paid entire- 
ly by the consumer and not by the manu- 
facturer or the retailer as is now the case. 
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REDUCE THE The second alternative 
RATE, EXTEND is the one proposed by 
THE SCOPE. the Commercial Section 


of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, and is the one which, with proper 
modifications of Schedule B, most com- 
mends itself to us. Briefly stated, this 
proposition is to reduce the rate and ex- 
tend the scope of the tax. The recom- 
mendation of the A. Ph. A. committee 
reads as follows: 

Your committee propose that this sec- 
tion put itself on record as_ protesting 
against the unjust discrimination against 
the drug trade, which is made by confin- 
ing the stamp tax to medicines and per- 
fumery, and that the section memorialize 
Congress requesting that the stamp tax 
be applied also to all articles of a pro- 
prietary nature put up in packages for 
popular sale, whether the article be in 
the nature of a food, a beverage, a cos- 
metic, a medicine, or for use in the arts. 


The test of taxability should be the 
character of the package in which the 
article is vended. If the package goes 
unbroken from the manufacturer to the 
consumer, and if the former has a propric- 
tary right in the style of the package, the 
label or the contents, then it should be 
liable to taxation regardless of its nature. 
If the application of the tax be thus ex- 
tended, the rate of taxation could be low- 
ered to such an extent as to make its 
payment by manufacturers a compara- 
tively light burden. By making the 
character of the package a test of taxabil- 
ity the manufacturing pharmacist wou!d 
be relieved of the tax which he is now 
called upon to pay on preparations in- 
tended for prescription purposes. The 
falling off in revenue from this source 
would, however, be amply compensated 
for by broadening the field, and even ii 
the amount of tax were reduced to one- 
half of its present rate the amount yield- 
ed would be much more under the pro- 
posed regulations than under those now 
in force. 

The trade conditions existing now are 
widely different from those existing at 
the time the stamp tax law of the Civil 
War went into effect. A vast number of 
proprietary articles of domestic use, as 
well as of use in the arts, have sprung 
into popular favor and there is no reason 
why these articles, which are for the 
most part luxuries, should not bear at 
least a portion of the stamp tax now re- 
stricted to medicines and toilet articles. 
The objection raised to imposing a stamp 
tax on proprietary foods because they 
are a necessity is absurd. This objection 
might, with reason, be urged against the 
imposition of the tax on certain medicines, 
such as phenacetine, which are irreplac- 
able and which are therefore a necessity, 
and moreover a necessity to the sick man 
who is for the moment unable to earn 
anything with which to pay the tax. The 
vast horde of proprietary foods are in no 


sense necessities. They are mere luxur- 
ies save, indeed, in the case of infant 
foods, which come very near to being 
medicines. 

Aside from the articles of food, such 
as cereals, canned soups, meats, vege- 
tables, condiments, etc., put up under 
copyright claims—and where no proprie- 
tary rights were claimed, they would not 
be subject to tax—there are a host of 
minor articles, such as shoe dressing, 
stove polishes, etc., which, claiming 
trade-mark protection, could with justice 
be subjected to a tax. 

The final tests of taxability should be 
a claim to proprietary right, and a pack- 
age put up for popular sale. If our law 
be based upon these two guiding prin- 
ciples and be applied to every class of 
goods the needed revenue will be forth- 
coming without working any hardship to 
any class. 


A BOARD OF ARBITRATION. 


HE excellent and interesting report 
upon adulteration, presented at the 
recent meeting of the National 

Wholesale Druggists’ Association by 
Wm. Warren, which is printed upon an- 
other page of this issue, contains a sug- 
gestion which, when properly elaborated 
and put into execution, would prove of 
very material benefit to the wholesale 
drug trade. This suggestion is that the 
N. W. D. A. employ an expert to whom 
all disputes regarding quality of goods 
should be referred for final decision, so 
as to avoid the expense and objectionable 
publicity entailed by a resort to the 
courts. 

The recitation by Mr. Warren of the 
qualifications required in the proposed 
expert arbitrator is alone sufficient to de- 
monstrate the impracticability of the 
scheme as outlined, for there is no one 
man living who possesses all the qualifi- 
cations laid down by Mr. Warren. It 
does not follow, however, that the scheme 
is impracticable. On the contrary, it ap- 
pears to us not only feasible, but emin- 
ently desirable, but must, we think, be 
slightly modified in order to place it on 
a practicable basis. Such a modification 
we outline below: 

The N. W. D. A. should appoint a 
board of arbitrators composed of five 
members of the Association, any three of 
whom would be empowered to act. This 
board should make arrangements with 
expert analysts in different lines of work 
under which a moderate fee would be 
paid for examinations required by the 
board. Parties in dispute could then sub- 
mit the disputed samples to this board, 
agreeing, of course, to accept its decis- 
ions as final and to pay all the expenses 
entailed. The members of the board 
would themselves pass upon all commer- 
cial questions and submit any samples in 
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dispute to the analysts retained by it for 
examination, basing the final adjudica- 
tion of the matter upon the reports of 
these analysts. The board should itself 
receive a small fee, say five dollars, for 
each adjudication made, and this, to- 
gether with the fees of any analysts em- 
ployed, should of course be paid by the 
loser in the dispute. 

The five-dollar fee would be sufficient 
to pay for any clerical assistance required 
by the board of arbitration. Should the 
business of the board grow to large 
proportions the members’ themselves 
should receive a fee. By pursuing this 
method the services of the most expert 
analysts in every field could be secured 
at the most reasonable figure and the 
work could be done much more econ- 
omically and satisfactorily than by en- 
deavoring to support an independent lab- 
oratory. The staff of analysts retained 
should embrace acknowledged experts in 
each particular field of work, including 
such men as Sadtler, on the fats and 
heavy oils; Kleber and Kremers, on es- 
sential oils; Kraemer and Rusby, on 
pharmacognosy; 'A. B. Prescott, on alka- 
loids, and Coblentz, on coal tar products. 
The list of experts retained by the board 
should also embrace several analysts en- 
gaged in commercial work, such, for in- 
stance, as Dr. W. J. Schieffelin and E. H. 
Gane, whose familiarity with ordinary 
commercial analysis would frequently 
prove serviceable as a correction of the 
results ascertained by specialists in some 
particular field. 

No financial risk would be run by the 
N. W. D. A. by establishing a board of 
arbitration along the lines outlined above, 
as there would be practically no expense 
entailed except when a case was submit- 
ted, which expense would then be guaran- 
teed by the parties in dispute. We com- 
mend the suggestion to the consideration 
of the N. W. D. A. 

‘ 


THE N. A. R. D. 


ROM every quarter save the New 
England States there comes a most 
enthusiastic welcome to the newly- 

formed National Association of ’ Retail 
Druggists, whose initial meeting was re- 
ported in full in our last issue. In our 
news columns we present expressions of 
opinion on the new Association from 
leading druggists throughout the United 
States and it is gratifying to note the 
hopeful enthusiasm which is expressed. 
It remains, however, for this enthusiasm 
to be transmuted into action in the for- 
mation of local organizations to act as 
feeders for the National Association. The 
time is most propitious for efforts in this 
direction and every local association al- 
ready formed should at once announce its 
allegiance to the N. A. R. D., while as- 
sociations should be organized wherever 
none are yet in existence. 
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Prize Essay. 


Brief, bright essays, on subjects of interest to pharmacists, are in- 
vited for this department. The ‘American Druggist’’ will give $5.00 


fortnightly for acceptable articles. 


] B Sodi Iphit RLS. cusses 2 ozs. 
A DARK ROOM AND SOME Sodiuee po on, eevee 2 pon 


FORMULAS. 
By A. V. Ranp, 
Wolfville, N. S. 


VERY druggist who keeps photo 
supplies, and has space for it, should 
have a “dark room.” There is 

money in it. It need not be large or ex- 
pensive. Our dark room (which has 
turned in quite a number of dollars) is 
only about 5’ feet square, furnished with 
a small table, a stool and the necessary 
trays. A developing lamp is also neces- 
sary and can be bought “ready made” or 
made by yourself. Ours is made from a 
W. & R. Butter Color box, 25c. size. The 
side opposite the door is cut out nearly 
to edges and a sheet of ruby glass puttiel 
in. A sheet of yellow paper is also hinged 
onto the top, so it will cover the ruby 
glass, and can be lifted when more light 
is required (after the development is well 
under way). A “safe” paper can easily 
be made by brushing a sheet of manilla 
paper with a solution of picric acid (4 dr. 
to oz.), drying it, and then ironing it 
with a hot iron, on which paraffin wax 
has been rubbed. This renders the paper 
transparent and stiff. The yellow should 
always be in front of the ruby when 
loading plates and when starting develop- 
ment. A small kerosene lamp, or a 
couple of short pieces of wax candles fur- 
nishes all the necessary light—a hole in 
the top of box above the light (lamp) 
must be made and a piece of tin bent in 
this shape _| ——*«|__tacked on, which 
prevents the rays of light from striking 
the ceiling and being reflected back on 
the plate. For trays I think a deep de- 
veloping tray that will hold four 4x5 
plates is the best, as four can be developed 
as easily as can one—the exposures of 
most amateurs being equal, i. e., “snaps,” 
a fixing box (grooved) for 4x5 plates and 
a tray for larger sizes and films com- 
plete the outfit. I will give the best for- 
mulas that we have worked with for de- 
veloping and fixing plates and films. Pyro 
seems to be the favorite and for most 
cases it is the best. For short exposures, 
snap shots, a metol or pyro developer will 
bring out a good negative where other de- 
velopers totally fail. The formula: 


Metol and Pyro Developer. 


i ERPIND:, Grown ce excnchsweneccusenie’s 45 grs. 
RE, Seeks chau cannula ootiienese 25 grs. 
Potass. meta bisulphite......... 100 grs. 
POTEES, TONGS. o5.000000005600% 15 grs. 
WORT; 10 TIBME: 26 sccsisasciecess 16 ozs. 

B Sodium carbonate crystals .... 3% ozs. 
Sodium sulphite crystals ........ Y% oz. 
PU EROS, EO” TRAMB® 5.0.5'0si0;600'6 05 '0ise 16 ozs. 


For use, mix equal parts A and B. The 
developer is very quick and gives splen- 
did density, but must be thrown out after 
use, as it oxidizes very rapidly. For time 
gual the pyro and soda is the best, 
thus: 


Wt Rinse cen bess si ns cecaihsseoesesee 140 grs. 
Potass. meta bisulph.............. 15 grs. 
WIOUROE, TOTES: ois siowieieeds-cediens 17 grs. 
WOME, 00 MAKE: oosicicsccccsccssee 20 ozs. 


NWVG@lG, FO MUGRE oss scicicnsiccicncss'se 20 ozs. 


Use equal parts A and B. 


Try this: 
Metol-Quinol Developer for Putting Up for 
Sale. 

BRMBUORU a Kicra.hie ici ss saiaaisieslswseiewe nice 10 grs. 
neo Sai miaisipiste ealeaiioasutiecsiooces 90 grs. 

OGIME SUIDAHE 6 osccccccccssecie 300 grs. 
Sodium carbonate ............s06 600 grs. 
WtOl, LOLINQKE cee .ciciceciceecsrctnec 20 ozs. 


Use equal parts developer and water. 


Fixing Bath for Plates and for Putting Up 
for Sale. 


The Carbutts acid fixing bath is first 
class and does away with an alum bath, 
as it fixes and hardens at the same time. 
Probably most readers are familiar with 
it, but for the few that are not I will 
give it: 


Fixing and Hardening Bath. 


Sodium hyposulphite ............ 1 Ib. 
Sodium sulphite .. ne 

Chrome alum ..... 
Sulphuric acid .... ae 
WHEE ERNE io sivn seis cncivericncecnsecia 





Dissolve the hypo. in 48 ozs. of water 
and the sulphite in 6 ozs. Mix the sul- 
phuric acid with 2 ozs. water, and add 
slowly to the sulphite solution. Then dis- 
solve the chrome alum in 8 ozs. water and 
add to the hypo. solution. This makes a 
clear, green solution, which can be used 
over and over again. 


For Films, 


a simple solution of hypo. is better with 
an alum bath in between. Speaking of 
films, to do good work with them you 
should provide yourself with the Ideal 
Film Holders, a set of Pocket Kodaks, 34 
x34 and 4x5 sizes. They are cheap and 
greatly simplify film developments. 
Try this: 


Toning and Fixing Bath for All Gelatine 


Papers. 

Be VERB siave ow ansaseaiscawadesilscnels 80 ozs. 
BUDE EVI e lau aaioscasassaicciess 1 Ib. 
Ammon. sulphocyanide ......... 14 drs. 
DUPNG BOCIERG oiccs'cdivresicesinasaccoisenie 6 drs. 
Merete SEIG cc aieindesovicdeenccwsnvents 4 drs. 
POWRETER BIG svccceccescieesess 4 drs. 

BS GOld) CHOLES: Ke csiesicsescssicsscee 15 grs. 

BO chasectsonnewrecneccacedenee 8 ozs. 


Put up in 8-oz. panel bottles at 25c., 
using 1 oz. No. 2 (gold) and 7 ozs. No. 
1 to each bottle. It yields a very fine bath 
and will give excellent satisfaction. 


Labels. 


If you do not wish to go to the ex- 
pense of getting labels printed they can 
be printed from a hectograph pad, very 
cheaply and neatly, and where a limited 
supply is needed will answer every pur- 
pose. 

I hope these few “hints” will in- 
duce some fellow druggist to fix up a 
dark room and see for himself the bene- 
fits of the innovation. 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 


THE PHARMACIST IN THE 
PHILIPPINES. 


By Wittram E. S. Fates, C. E., M. D. 
Formerly U. S. Consul to Amoy, China. 


To understand the present condition as 
well as the prospects of the drug trade in 
the Philippines it is necessary to have 
some knowledge of Spanish law and 
policy. From time immemorial Spain 
has regarded its colonies as mines to be 
exploited for its own benefit and has 
never taken into consideration the wel- 
fare of the colonists or even their organic 
rights. Discriminating duties tend to 
give Spain and Spanish capital the exclu- 
sive benefit of colonial commerce. Thus 
a much higher duty is charged upon 
goods which are brought to Manila in 
foreign bottoms than in Spanish ones, 
and also on goods, no matter what their 
nature, brought from foreign countries 
than from Spain herself. This results in 
the curious commercial paradox of its be- 
ing cheaper and easier to ship foreign 
goods to Manila by the way of Barcelona 
or of Cadiz than from San Francisco, the 
extra expense of freight and reshipment 
being smaller than the extra duty of the 
direct shipment from a foreign port. Thus, 
although the drugs and medicines used 
in the Philippines come from every-coun- 
try in the world the majority of them 
reach those islands from the warehouses 
of the Spanish merchants in Spain, and 
are carried there in Spanish ships. 

Prior to the war the Philippines were 
governed by a highly centralized colonial 
administration, whose headquarters were 
at the capital, Manila. All business, le- 
gal, political, ecclesiastical and commer- 
cial, was obliged to make that city its cen- 
tral point or place of importation and 
distribution. This simplified trade and 
prevented the normal and healthful com- 
petition which springs up from having 
various distributing centres. The com- 
petition which prevails in the United 
States between New York, Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore and Chicago has no 
parallel in the Philippines. The price of 
everything is set in Manila and the mer- 
chants in second-class cities like Iloilo 
and Cebu take their figures from the for- 
mer city. Spanish taxation is unscientific 
and inequitable. It bears the most heavily 
upon the poor man and the beginner in 
business, and the most lightly upon large 
and wealthy concerns. The consequence 
of this condition is that Manila contains 
many very large houses, nearly all of 
which are well to do and very prosperous. 
In the cities of the second class the better 
stores are but agencies of these Manila 
establishments or else are small shops 
possessing little capital and credit. In 
the cities of the third class and the towns 
there are few business concerns worthy 
of the name. When a man is very sick 
he is compelled to buy his medicines from 
a doctor or a friar and pays accordingly 
for the privilege. 


The Philippine Import Trade. 


Yet in spite of these almost paralyzing 
conditions the drug trade in the Philip- 
pines is large and profitable. It corre- 
sponds to our own, but on account of 
local conditions or of climate it is wider 
in extent. Thus many of the larger con- 
cerns import heavy invoices of wines, 
whiskies, ales, beers and other liquors and 
sell them both wholesale and retail by the 
bottle. They manufacture bottled soda 
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and mineral waters. They put up many 
toilet preparations and carry a broad line 
of fancy goods and notions. The soda 
water stand, so familiar in the American 
stores, is unknown in the Far East. Why 
it should be so is a mystery. There is a 
wide use of bottled soda, it being kept in 
stock in every house, club and office. 
There is a fair use of syrups, more espe- 
cially of lime juice, lime juice cordial, 
raspberry syrup, quince syrup, “shrub” 
(which corresponds to our root beer ex- 
tract), vanilla and peppermint. Ice and 
ice cream are great luxuries, so that there 
seems no reason why a soda water stand 
with fruit syrups and even with ice cream 
soda water should not be a financial suc- 
cess in that part of the world. 

In medicine proper there is not much 
discrimination, for the very simple reason 
that Spain manufactures practically noth- 
ing in this line. The standard drugs are 
English, German and French. There are 
several patent medicines from Spain and 
Italy, many from England, several from 
the United States and many local or 
Chinese. In fancy goods the English 
formerly prevailed, but now the French 
and Germans seem to have the upper 
hand. Some very pretty articles come 
from Spain, more especially those involv- 
ing fine metal working. In this field of 
industry the Spaniards are still very ex- 
pert, and do capital work in plating, in- 
laying, chasing and jeweling, although 
their jointing and designing are very 
much below par. This will apply to pow- 
der puffs and boxes, tooth and nail brush 
holders, manicure and toilet sets, cologne 
stands, perfumery sets, hair pin trays, 
syringes, aurilaves, tweezers, nail cutters, 
atomizers, barbers’ scissors and combs, 
safety razors, soap dishes and croup ket- 
tles. 

The system is the one generally used, 
decimal. But all druggists are supposed 
to be familiar with both the Spanish and 
English systems. The prevailing practice 
is allopathic and of the old school. There 
is a large use of old-fashioned remedies 
such as calomel, creta cum hydrarg., Ep- 
som salts, Glauber salts, Rochelle salts, 
senna, laudanum, opium, morphine, qui- 
nine, arsenic, Fowler’s solution, squills, 
ipecac, cantharides, calcined magnesia, 
potassium carbonate, chloroform, ether, 
ergotin, aloes, gumarabic, cubebs, copai- 
ba, sandalwood oil, and also of the more 
recent remedies, lithia, iodoform, iodol, 
aristol, phenacetine, antipyrine, salol, 
salicylic acid, antifebrin, sulphonal and 
bismuth. 

Of American goods in the Philippine 
market I recall Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, pills, 
Cherry Pectoral and Hair Vigor; Bristol’s 
Sarsaparilla, pills, Oriental hair tonic and 
Anacahuita; Hood’s Sarsaparilla, Jayne’s 
and Carter’s pills, Ripans Tabules, Wish- 
art’s Pine Tree Tar Cordial, Alcock’s, 
Benson’s and Seabury’s plasters; Cash- 
mere Bouquet soap and perfume, Packer’s 
tar soap, Constantine’s tar soap, Glenn’s 
sulphur soap, Scott’s Emulsion, Lanman & 
Kemp’s cod liver oil and Florida water, 
Moller’s cod liver oil, Barry’s Tricopher- 
ous, Sozodont, Brown & Lyon’s tooth- 
powders, McKesson & Robbins’ standard 
preparations, Chesebrough’s vaseline and 
carbolated vaseline, cosmoline, petro- 
leum jelly, talcum powder, Warner’s Safe 
Cure, Pike’s toothache drops, Cuticura 
soap and resolvent, Pitcher’s Castoria, 
Brown’s vermifuge. Mrs. Winslow’s 
Soothing Syrup, Horsford’s acid phos- 
phate, Fellows’ hypophosphites, Hor- 
licks’ malted milk, Armour’s extract of 


beef, Rudisch’s Sarcopeptones, Calisaya 
Elixir, Perry Davis’s Painkiller, John- 
son’s liniment, vinegar bitters, Syrup of 


Figs, Cascara Sagrada, Lydia Pinkham’s 
Vegetable Compound, Hyomei, menthol 
inhalers and pencils and menthol plasters. 


Confectionery and Druggists’ Sundries. 


There is a small trade in fine confec- 
tionery, but it is carried on under con- 
siderable difficulty. The heat of summer 
is of course a serious obstacle, as is also 
the swarming insect life of that part of 
the world; but a greater evil is the hu- 
midity of the rainy season. Americans 
had a good taste of this weather in Sep- 
tember of the present year and will recall 
without trouble how the salt, sugar and 
confectionery became wet and finally a 
regular paste. To overcome this, confec- 
tioners in the Philippines as well as all 
first-class pharmacists keep their goods in 
ground-glass jars and import their stock 
from England, France, Spain and China 
in hermetically sealed tin or lead pack- 
ages. There is a fair trade in brushes of 
every sort. The natives, even those in the 
country districts, are good buyers of this 
class of goods. In the stores may be 
found hair brushes, tooth, nail, flesh and 
back brushes, hat, velvet and clothes 
brushes, mustache, eyebrow and baby 
brushes, camel’s-hair pencils, Chinese 
brushes for writing, horse, boot and 
scrubbing brushes, lady’s bonnet brushes, 
hair-dusting brushes and paint brushes. 
In this trade England formerly played a 
very important part and did more than a 
majority of all the business transacted. 
Then Germany entered the field, followed 
by China, and both were getting ahead 
rapidly when the Japanese suddénly ap- 
peared upon the scene and broke the mar- 
ket all to pieces. 

The same ihing has occurred in the 
American market, where Japanese tooth 
and nail brushes are now to be found in 
nearly every drug store. But it is much 
worse in the Philippines, where they do 
not fight native interests but compete 
with the English and Germans upon equal 
terms. 


Essential Oils and Perfumes. 


There is a very large use of essential 
oils and toilet waters. The larger part of 
this profitable industry is still in the 
hands of Spain, which supplies the Philip- 
pines with West Indian goods or with 
Spanish goods made from West Indian 
materials. In the face of this, however, a 
fair business has sprung up in the Philip- 
pines in the distillation of native essential 
oils. The largest single industry is the 
making of the extract of Ylang-Ylang by 
a process imported from Japan. Others 
extract the essential oils of heliotrope anid 
geranium, both of which grow there more 
like weeds than flowers, and of several of 
the native blossoms. Under American 
administration this field promises to be of 
the greatest value. Labor is cheap and 
the raw materials can be purchased for a 
mere song. Under American business 
management essential oils and _ toilet 
waters could be put upon the market for 
one-quarter or one-fifth of the prices of 
French and German goods. 


Japan a Factor in Toilet Soaps. 


There is a large consumption of toilet 
soaps, the favorites being Spanish and 
French Castile, both white and red, and 
next to these the fine preparations of 
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Paris and London. Lubin, Coudray, Fay, 
Pear, Atkinson and Pinaud are among 
the favorite makers. Imitations are 
found in the market, which come from 
Belgium, Holland and North Germany. 
In the last five years there has been a 
slight importation of soaps from Japan, 
Hong Kong and the United States. 
Those from Japan have at the present 
time the largest future on,account of the 
low price at which they can be laid down 
in Manila. 

This business field has not been prop- 
erly cultivated, and the trade done, though 
large, is not one-tenth of what it will be 
under a good and honest government. 
The native population has a profound 
belief in the efficacy of drugs, and if per- 
mitted to earn a good living, would pur- 
chase largely. It will be slow work, how- 
ever, in developing trade in the islands. 
Four or-five years will be required before 
the little shop keepers will realize that 
they can carry stock without immediately 
having their taxes doubled. At the pres- 
ent time a tradesman who has a stock of 
$200 considers himself fortunate. He 
buys it usually for cash, so that he is in 
no danger of having his paper go to pro- 
test. Neither is he in danger of that 
greater evil, being taxed extortionately 
upon a stock of which he owes for one 
quarter and is carrying another quarter 
upon consignment. 

The largest establishment in the Philip- 
pines is that of A Watson & Com- 
pany (Ltd.), whose main office is at No. 
14 Escolta. The extent of their business 
may be estimated from the fact that in 
their main office they have English, 
Spanish, Tagal and Chinese managers, 
and that they carry a force of eleven men 
at the head of as many departments, with 
clerks, porters, messengers and office 
boys innumerable. Their card speaks for 
itself. They are “chemists, druggists, 
perfumers, manufacturers of aerated 
waters, and wine, spirit and cigar mer- 
chants.” They have branches in the other 
cities. In the official hong list of Manila 
are given no less than twenty-three first- 
class boticas or pharmacies. Besides 
these are the establishments of the dis- 
tillers of essential oils, of whom A. 
Schwenger, No. 12 Barraca, is the leading 
manufacturer, with Vicente Tavega, at 
No. 5 Escolta, a good second; the makers 
of mineral waters and the dealers who 
would cérrespond in a vague way to the 
proprietors of American department 
stores which deal in druggists’ goods and 
sundries. 


New Glucoside in Senega Root.—Kain 
has further examined the new body iso- 
lated by him from senega root, and finds 
it to be a glucoside. It is distinguished 
from saponin by its mild taste, solubility 
in absolute alcohol, in not giving a pre- 
cipitate with barium hydrate, by its optical 
rotation, and by its reducing action on 
Fehling’s solution. It is to the presence 
of this glucoside that the reducing action 
of aqueous extract of senega root on Feh- 
ling’s solution is due, since the dextro- 
rotatory sugar present is saccharose. The 
crystals which Proctor named viriginic 
acid, are nothing but saccharose. The 
three chief constituents of the aqueous 
extract of senega root may be fractionally 
precipitated from weak alcoholic solution 
by means of ether. Senega-saponin is 
first precipitated, then the new laevo-ro- 
tatory glucoside, and lastly the saccha- 
rose.—Pharm. Zeit., xliii., 562. 
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Another Artificial Musk.—A perfume 
with a strong musk odor is the subject 
of a recent Belgian patent. By distilling 
Zanzibar copal, amber or resin, a product 
is obtained which can be oxidized by 
chromic acid. The oxidation product is 
neutralized by ammonia, and alcohol is 
added. After evaporating the alcohol, the 
liquid is extracted with ether, which on 
evaporation leaves the artificial perfume 
as an oily liquid. 


The Estimation of Eucalyptol.—Ly- 
man F. Kebler, in a note presented before 
the American Pharmaceutical Association, 
proposes the following method of esti- 
mating the amount of eucalyptol in any 
oil of eucalyptus under examination: 
Weigh 8 Gms. of the oil in a suitable 
beaker, cool by plunging the beaker into 
ice water, add 4 Cc. of phosphoric acid, of 
1.75 specific gravity. Plunge again into 
ice water, and slowly mix the contents by 
means of a glass rod, keeping the whole 
cool throughout the operation. Remove 
the eucalyptol phosphate formed, purify 
by strong pressure between absorbent pa- 
per, decompose by means of hot water, 
titrate the acid set free and calculate the 
amount of eucalyptol present from the fig- 
ures thus obtained. The results are not 
quite accurate, however, as the author 
found pure eucalyptol to yield figures in- 
dicating 103.75 instead of 100. 


Incense Trees of the West Indies.— 
At the Colonial and Indian Exhibition a 
few years ago, specimens of a whitish 
resin, bearing some resemblance to Ma- 
nila elemi in appearance, were shown 
from the West Indies, and labeled “Gom- 
mier or Incense.” These products are 
now referred to several trees of the nat- 
ural order Burseraceae. The Gommier 
or mountain Gommier, or Gommier 
rouge of Dominica and the Gommier a 
Canots of St. Lucia, appear to be Dacry- 
odes hexandra, Griseb. Another species 
yielding a similar resin is Bursera gum- 
mifera, the birch tree of Jamaica, the 
Gommier of the Windward and Leeward 
Islands, and the Turpentine tree of St. 
Vincent. The resin of Protium guineense 
affords the Gommier a l’encens of St. 
Lucia, the Tacamahaqua huilense inicol- 
ore, the encens of Cayenne, and the Taca- 
mahacca of Venezuela—Kew Bulletin, 
Sept., 239. 


The Application of Tannic Acid for 
the Isolation of Alkaloids.—The use of 
glycerotannic acid as suggested by Kip- 
penberger (Pharm. Zeit.) for the isola- 
tion of alkaloids in forensic chemistry 
has been productive of good results in 
this branch of chemical analysis. The 
author, however, does not find that this 
method possesses any advantages over 
the iodine method in the assay of nar- 
cotic drugs and galenicals. 


The Use of Iodoe-Potassium Iodide 
Solution in the Isolation of Alkaloids. 
—Upon the addition of an aqueous solu- 
tion of iodine in potassium iodide to a 
salt of an alkaloid, the hydriodide of the 
periodide of the alkaloid is precipitated 
quantitatively. The precipitate is taken 
up with acetone and the alkaloid is 
brought into aqueous solution by the 
addition of water and then acid in excess 
and finally by the evaporation of the 
acetone. By rendering the aqueous so- 
lution alkaline, the alkaloid can be 
shaken out with an immiscible solvent. 
Kippenberger supplements his earlier 
(Pharm. Zeit. 1896, No. 93.) work by em- 
phasizing that this method is not direct- 
ly applicable to narcotic extracts, the 
method of preparation of which does not 
exclude proteids. Substances like cho- 
line, betaine and possibly neurine which 
effect the result in the ordinary process 
of titration with acid, do not vitiate the 
results according to Keppenberger’s 
method, because any precipitates first 
formed are again brought into solution 
by the reagent. Details for the method 
of procedure not only in general, but 
for a number of specific extracts and 
tinctures are given which do not permit 
of abstraction.—Pharm. Review. 


The Detection of Mono-carbonate in 
Bi-carbonate of Sodium.—Melchior 
Kubli (Chem. Centralbl. 1898, 11) crit- 
icises the test of the German Pharm- 
copoeia, which requires that no red 
color be developed at once upon the 
addition of three drops of phenolphta- 
lein solution to a solution of 1 Gm. of 
the specimen in 20 Cc. of water, pre- 
pared at a temperature not exceeding 15° 
C. without agitation or, if a faint color 
does appear, it shall be discharged by 
the addition of 0.2 Cc. normal hydro- 
chloric acid. According to the author, 
sodium bicarbonate is decomposed 
whenever it is brought in contact with 
water, the extent of decomposition de- 
pending only upon the volume of water 
employed and the temperature of the ex- 
periment; it is further increased by ag- 
itation. When upon 3 Gm. of salt, con- 
tained in a flask, 50 Cc. of water at 5—6° 
C. are poured, the flask stoppered, solu- 
tion effected by inclining the bottle, the 
decomposition is almost nil and fairly 
true results are obtained if the solution 
be tested at once. The author further 
finds that the test is not sufficiently del- 
icate, more than 2 per cent, or accord- 
ing to Thummel (Pharm. Centr. H. 1891, 
p. 86), 4 to 5 per cent of normal carbon- 
ate escaping detection. A new test is 
proposed depending upon the precipita- 
tion of a solution of quinine hydrochlor- 
ate of definite strength by a bicarbonate 
containing more than 2 per cent of 
monocarbonate. 3 Gm. of bicarbonate 
are dissolved in 50 Cc. of water, the tem- 
perature being kept below 10° C., with 
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precautions already described. By means 
of a pipette 10 Cc. of this solution are 
added to 10 Cc. of a solution of quinine 
hydrochlorate, freshly prepared by dis- 
solving 0.4 Gm. pure hydrochlorine in 
100 Cc. of water, without filtering it. If 
the sample contains less than 2 per cent 
of monocarbonate, the solution is clear 
at once, or becomes so if mixed by gent- 
ly inclining and turning the test tube.— 
Pharm. Review. 
Dispensing Methylene Blue. 

James Barr, of the Kimble Pharmacy, 
450 Fifth avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., sends 
the National Druggist the following on this 
subject: 

“In Merck’s Report of May 15th last, 
there was an article on ‘Freak Prescrip- 
tions,’ which was interesting chiefly on 
account of the rarity of some of the drugs 
called for. I would take issue with the 
writer on some of his statements, how- 
ever—Prescription No. 20, for instance, 
which is as follows: 

“The writer claims that the ‘quickest 
and cleanest method of putting this up is 
to ‘take methylene blue in crystals in glu- 
cose as excipient and roll in charcoal 
powder, covering also the hands with 
charcoal powder.’ 

ST CUIIONE NGE o.ncnc inc daccs docccine 0.1 

“ ‘Mitte doses tales Nro. C, in capsules.’ 

“We have had considerable experience 
in dispensing methylene blue, and can say 
that if the dispenser wishes to save him- 
self trouble he will proceed in a manner 
very different from that suggested above. 
The idea of making a mass of the blue 
with glucose and rolling in charcoal 
seems to us a strange proceeding in view 
of the fact that the drug may be put up 
dry in much less time and with far more 
cleanly manner, as a very little experi- 
menting will demonstrate. Moreover, 
the size of the capsule will not be in- 
creased, a No. 5 easily holding a deci- 
gram of the substance in question. I 
would go about it as follows: 

“Take methylene blue in crystals, rub 
in a mortar to a powder (not too fine), 
divide in the usual way, and fill, dry, 
into capsules of a suitable size. 

“This is all, and I can say that we have 
done it in this manner time and time 
again. In weighing the drug we always 
counterbalance two powder papers on the 
scale pans, which obviates the necessity 
of washing the pan afterwards. The mor- 
tar is easily cleaned with water and a lit- 
tle hydrochloric acid. 

“The point that I would make, how- 
ever, in this communication, is that in 
criticising or giving advice in the public 
journals, it seems to me that the proper 
thing is for the writer to assure himself, 
by experiment, if necessary, of the cor- 
rectness of his dicta, before sending them 
forth to the profession as the conclusions 
of an expert. Many a prescription clerk, 
unfortunate enough to receive the same 
or a similar prescription, hereafter, will 
convert his counter into a miniature dye- 
works, and his person into a chimney- 
sweep—and all unnecessarily—just on ac- 
count of the advice of the writer al- 
luded to.” 


Extract of Aspidium Spinulosum as 
a Taenicide.—Lauren, of Finland, has 
recently recommended an _ etheral ex- 
tract of the rhizome of Aspidium spinu- 
losum Sw., as a substitute for the ex- 
tract of male fern. The two extracts are 
said to have precisely the same thera- 
peutic action. 
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THE CHEMISTRY OF SASSA- 
FRAS.* 


By Dr. CLEMENS KLEBER, 


Director of the Laboratories of Fritzsche Bros. 


HE chemistry of sassafras, so far as it 
has been elucidated by Scientific in- 
vestigations, consists practically of 

the chemistry of the essential oils that can 
be distilled from the various parts of the 
sassafras tree; for, with the exception of a 
red matter, termed “Sassafrid,” which is 
formed in fresh sassafras roots when ex- 
posed to the air and which seems to be 
an oxidation product of some tannin-like 
matter, no other derivative of the plant 
has so far been the subject of chemical 
researches. 


Oil of Sassafras Bark. 


article of commerce 
that is called simply “oil of sassafras” is 
distilled exclusively from the sassafras 
roots, and chiefly from the bark of the 
root, though also some oil, apparently of 
the same composition, can be obtained 
from the wood of the root. The wood 
and the bark of the stem contain but 
traces of oil. On the other hand, there 
are only a very few drugs that contain so 
high a percentage of volatile oil as does 
the bark of sassafras root, which yields 
not less than six to nine per cent of it, 
while from the wood of the root generally 
less than one per cent is obtained. 

The oil of sassafras bark, when freshly 
distilled, is an almost colorless liquid, but 
when exposed to light and air, it gradual- 
ly assumes a yellow, reddish or even 
brown color. Its specific gravity is be- 
tween 1.07 and 1.08 with an optical rota- 
tion to the right, varying from plus 2 to 
plus 4 degrees, the degree of rotation be- 
ing lower as the specific gravity rises. It 
may be of interest to mention in this con- 
nection that regularly every spring there 
appear in commerce oils which possess 
abnormal (i. e., too high or too low) 
specific gravity. Distillers frequently 
contest the accuracy of the determina- 
tions of the specific gravity of their oils 
with great indignation, for they know 
that the samples with differing specific 
gravities were taken from the same tank 
of oil. The simple explanation for this is, 
that oil of sassafras consists chiefly of a 
crystallizable body, safrol, which possesses 
a specific gravity as high as 1.108: if this 
body crystallizes from the oil during the 
cold winter months, it forms, after remelt- 
ing in warmer weather, a heavy layer at 
the bottom of the container, which be- 
comes mixed with the bulk of the oil only 
very slowly. Samples drawn from the 
top of such a container will, therefore, 
have a very different specific gravity from 
that drawn from the bottom of the same 
vessel. For this reason oil of sassafras 
should always be well mixed before 
drawing it off if it has been exposed to 
such low temperatures as to crystallize. 

If large quantities of oil of sassafras are 
kept cold for a longer period, safrol will 
crvstallize out in very beautiful, strongly 
refractory. colorless prisms which some- 
times attain a length of more than a foot, 
and a diameter of an inch or more. By 
repeated treatment in a freezing mixture, 
with proper fractional distillation of the 
remaining liquid parts, about 80 per cent 
of pure safrol can be isolated from the 
oil. 

Pure safrol is an optically inactive, col- 
orless liquid (melting at 8 degrees C.), 


The well-known 


*Read befcre the New York College of Phar- 
macy at the regular quarterly meeting held 
October 18th. 


boiling at 232 degrees C., and possesses a 
pure, agreeable sassafras odor. Its chem- 
ical composition is CioHieO2; and ex- 
tended chemical study has proven that it 
is the methylene ether of an allyl-pyro- 
catechin. 
CHe-CH. CHe 
Cc 


HC.” “CH 


HCN OY C.O 


C.0O—CHe 


If treated with oxidating agents, it 
yields, among other products, by oxida- 
tion of its allyl to the aldehydic group 
CHO, a substance that is highly apprec- 
iated in perfumery, the well known piper- 
onal or heliotropine, and by further oxid- 
ation piperonylic acid. When safrol is 
boiled with alcoholic potash its allyl 
group CH.=CH, CHz, is transformed 
into the isomeric propenyl group, CH:C 
H=CH, thus forming iso-safrol, a sub- 
stance generally similar to safrol, but of 
a less agreeable odor, a higher boiling 
point, 247 degrees C., higher specific 
gravity and higher refraction to light. 
Upon oxidation it also yields piperonal 
and piperonylic acid, but with consider- 
ably greater ease, for which reasons 1t 
forms the base for the technical manu- 
facture of heliotropine. 

Those parts of sassafras oil which re- 
main liquid, even in a freezing mixture, 
can be separated into their constituents 
by fractional distillation. In this way a 
considerable fraction is obtained, boiling 
between 155 and 175 degrees, which con- 
sists chiefly of pinene, CioHie, that 
terpene which is found so generally in 
volatile oils, and which forms the greater 
part of oil of turpentine. It can easily be 
identified by its crystalline nitrosochlor- 
ide and by the easily crystallizable benz- 
ylamine and piperidine compounds of 
the latter. Besides pinene a smal] amount 
of another terpene, CioHie, is present 
which forms a solid, but very unstable ad- 
dition product with nitrous acid, by which 
reaction it is recognized as phellandrene, 
a terpene also very frequently met with 
in essential oils. 

The higher boiling fractions of sassa- 
fras oil contain about 0.5 per cent of a 
body which can be extracted by means of 
a diluted solution of alkali. When set free 
from this solution by sulphuric acid, it 
forms an oil which by its clove-like odor 
and the formation of a benzoyl compound 
melting at 69 degrees C. can be identified 
as eugenol, the characteristic constituent 
of oil of cloves. Eugenol CioH:2O2, is 
distinguished from safrol only by pos- 
sessing two additional atoms of hydrogen 
in its empirical formula. In its structural 
composition it is also closely allied to the 
latter, being the methylic instead of the 
methylenic ether of the same phenol. 

Eugenol: 


CHe 


CH. CH a 
td 


HC ro CH 
HC we C.0. CHs 
C.OH 


We therefore are led to suppose that 
safrol and eugenol are generated in the 
plant by closely allied processes. 

Those fractions of sassafras oil which 
boil in the neighborhood of 200 degrees 
C., upon cooling yield an abundance of 
colorless prisms, which, after proper puri- 
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fication, ¢an be recognized as common 
dextro-camphor CioHisO, by their melt- 
ing point, odor, optical rotation and the 
formation of a well crystallizing oxime 
melting at 115 degrees. In one authentic 
specimen of sassafras oil as much as 6.8 
per cent of camphor has been found by 
reduction of the camphor to borneol, Cio 
H.sO, acetylizing the latter with acetic 
anhydride and saponifying a weighed 
amount of the acetylized oil. 

The highest boiling fractions of the oil 
seem to contain a small amount of a ses- 
quiterpene CisHas, according to certain 
color reactions apparently cadinene, the 
presence of which, however, has not yet 
been proven beyond all doubt. 

The composition of oil of sassafras bark 
may, therefore, be summarized as follows: 


Safrol CioHi0O2, 80 per cent. 

Pinene 

Phellandrene 

D-camphor CioHisO, 6.8 per cent. 

Eugenol C:.H:O, 0.5 per cent. 

Cadinene (?) CisH2, 2.7 per cent and 
residue. 


| CroHie, 10 per cent. 


Attention might be called to the singu- 
lar fact that all these compounds contain 
10 atoms of carbon in the molecule, with 
the exception of cadinene, which has half 
as many more. It seems that this cir- 
cumstance points to an intergenetic rela- 
tion of these various products of the same 
plant. Another coincidence which should 
not pass unnoticed is, that oil of sassa- 
fras bark in its qualitative chemical com- 
position closely resembles oil of camphor, 
which is, however, not so surprising, see- 
ing that the sassafras and camphor trees 
belong to the same plant family. 

This similarity in composition has been 
for some time familiar to chemical man- 
ufacturers, who seized the opportunity 
for producing substitutes for oil of sassa- 
fras from the oily by-products of the 
manufacture of camphor. As a result, 
commercial artificial oils of sassafras are 
nothing else than fractions of Japanese 
camphor oil, of about the same specific 
gravity, 1.07, as that of the natural oil. 
Such substitutes are, for their cheapness, 
very largely used, especially by soap 
manufacturers. Pure safrol, which is pro- 
duced commercially from the same source, 
also finds a considerable use in chemical 
industry as well as in medicine. For med- 
icinal purpose safrol is even preferable to 
oil of sassafras as it always has a uniform 
composition and its purity may be easily 
determined by the usual tests, whereas, on 
the other hand, the natural oil always 
shows some variation in composition. 


Oil of Sassafras Leaves. 


In addition to the root bark oil, the 
composition of which we have already 
considered, the sassafras tree also pro- 
duces another essential oil which does not 
appear in commerce and which in part 
seems to have been distilled but once for 
the purpose of chemical examination, 
namely the oil of sassafras leaves. It is 
quite well known that sassafras leaves 
when crushed exhale a rather strong and 
very agreeable odor. The quantity of oil 
that can be extracted therefrom by steam 
distillation, is, however, only very small, 
amounting to only 0.028 per cent of the 
weight of the fresh leaves. The oil has, 
when fresh, a greenish yellow color, turn- 
ing to a reddish brown with age: it has 
a much lower specific gravity, 0.872, than 
the bark oil, an optical rotation of plus 6 
degrees 25 minutes, and a very agreeable 
odor somewhat resembling oil of lemon 
and oil of citronella. The general character 
of the odor is indeed due to the presence 
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of the same aromatic bodies which exist 
in the latter oils, for chemical examina- 
tion has proven that the oil contains a 
considerable amount of citral, CioHi6 
and geraniol C1oH:sO. Citral, the source 
of the lemon odor, can be isolated by tak- 
ing advantage of the fact that it forms a 
compound with sodium bisulphite; and 
geraniol, the alcohol from which origin- 
ates the rose-like odor of the oil of citron- 
ella, oil of geranium and otto of roses, 
may be identified by the formation of a 
solid compound with calcium chloride. 
Besides this, another alcohol, isomeric 
with geraniol, has been isolated, namely 
linalool. This alcohol is found associated 
with geraniol, in many essential oils, and, 
when present either in the free state or as 
an ester of acetic or of valerianic acid, is 
the source of the sweet odor of oil of 
linaloe, oil of lavender and oil of berga- 
mot. Derivatives of these two alcohols 
are also present in oil of sassafras leaves, 
in the form of their acetic and valerianic 
esters. Apart from these highly aromatic 
principles the oil also contains several 
terpenes, namely pinene and phellanorene, 
considerably more of the latter than is 
present in the bark oil; there is also, ap- 
parently, a considerable amount of some 
hydrocarbon CioHis which belongs to 
the “aliphatic terpene”’ class. These bodies 
are highly interesting, but so far have not 
been completely investigated. They are 
hydrocarbons with an open chain of car- 
bon atoms containing three double bonds, 
and are characterized by a low specific 
gravity, high refractive power (compared 
with ordinary terpenes) and an excessive 
tendency to polymerize. This peculiarity 
renders their investigation very difficult. 
It is not unlikely that they form the 
mother substance of quite a number of 
other constituents of essential oils. In the 
highest boiling parts of sassafras leaf oil, 
some cadinene seems to be present, and 
also « paraffin-like substance melting at 
58 degrees C. Such paraffines are rather 
often found in oils distilled from leaves, 
as in oil of gaultheria and otto of roses; 
the latter contains so large an amount 
that the paraffines crystallize out at even 
a moderate temperature. 

Reviewing this enumeration of the 
chemical constituents of the two oils from 
sassafras, we find therein a striking and 
interesting example of the ability of some 
plants to produce in their various parts 
oils which are fundamentally different in 
their chemical composition. It would be 
very desirable if extended researches in 
this direction could be made with other 
aromatic plants, as such investigations 
would probably throw some light upon 
the question which so far has been found 
unanswerable—how does the plant pro- 
duce the great variety of complicated 
substances, the mixture of which consti- 
tutes its essential oils? 


Thinks It Odd. 


What lots of odd papers there are in this 
busy world. Every now and then I run 
across one which covers a special field, 
expresses the thought, wishes and hopes 
of thousands and aids the development of 
one or more industries. One of these is 
the AMERICAN Drucaist which repre- 
sents the pharmaceutical profession and 
which circulates wherever English is 
spoken and also in lands where the speech 
is entirely different. I remember of see- 
ing a copy in Hong Kong and another in 
= interior of Japan.—F. in Boston Trav- 
eler. 


AN HISTORICAL STUDY OF 
SASSAFRAS. 
By PRoF. JOHN URI I,Loyp, Ph.M., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


(Concluded from page 259.) 


In the middle and latter part of the 
eighteenth and the earlier part of the 
nineteenth century, sassafras was studied 
in its native country by such celebrated 
travelers as Peter Kalm (16), J. David 
Schoepf (17), F. A. Michaux (18) and 
Fred Pursh (19). Peter Kalm’s account 
especially (16) contains many points of 
interest which it may be well to partly re- 
produce in abstract. He states that: 


Sassafras is called in the Swedish vernacu- 
lar ‘‘Saltenbras’” (sometimes Salssenfras), no 
doubt a corruption of sassafras, in allusion to 
the property this wood has of exhibiting a pe- 
culiar crackling noise when thrown in the fire, 
which readily suggests the similar property 
of common table salt.* 

The tree grows to a respectable height in 
Pennsylvania under 40 degrees n. 1. 7, but 
becomes dwarfish further north, e. g., at Os- 
i or Fort Nicholson, i. e., between the 43d 

44th degree, where it attains a height of 
scarcely 4 feet G alnar) and a thickness not to 
exceed that of a man’s little finger. It springs 
up in old neglected fields, being among the first 
trees that make their appearance in such places, 
which suggests to the author the manner in 
which birches frequently grow in Sweden. 
The soil where sassafras thrives is a loose earth 
of a pale tile color, consisting mostly of sand, 
dashed with a little clay. Never was he aware 
that the tree stood in humid or low-lying 
places. In this connection it may be well to 
quote the statement of early authors to the 
effect that the sassafras tree cultivated in Eu- 
rope is not known to flower, and consequently 
bears no fruit. The fruit used in the propaga- 
tion of the tree must therefore be imported 
from America, and the precaution must be taken 
to place it in earth prior to shipping it. Some- 
times a period of one to three years’ will 
elapse before the seeds take root. 


Kalm states that the tree might be pro- 
pagated from shoots, but the author ob- 
serves that they do not take root readily. 
Thé best mode of propagation is from the 
seeds, but the berries are difficult to ob- 
tain because birds greedily devour them 
before they are even half ripe; also the 
young shoots are subject to attack by 
cows. Sassafras root and bark are used 
for various domestic purposes. 

The bark is used by women to dye 
woolen goods a handsome orange, which 
is so permanent that it resists the bleach- 
ing action of the sun. The boiling of the 
bark is done in bronze pots, as iron pots 
would affect the color. 

The fragrant principle is believed to 
protect sassafras against decay, hence the 
wood is frequently used as posts or stakes 
for garden fences. It is also reputed to 
expel bedbugs, and bedsteads have been 
made of such wood. Kalm adds that 
this material is efficient only as long as 
the wood retains the smell, i. e. about 
two or three years. In Pennsylvania it 
has been the custom to place chips of sas- 
safras wood or of the root in wardrobes 
to keep moths away; Kalm has seen root 
which lay 5 to 6 years in a drawer and had 
still retained its strong smell. Kalm fin- 
ally relates several instances where sassa- 
fras was used with much success in cur- 
ing various diseases. He states that at 
one time it was the custom in London to 
drink as a tonic a tea made of the flowers 
and chips of sassafras. This custom fell! 
into discredit, however, when sassafras 


(*) | Wittstein derives sassafras from ‘Salsa- 
fras,” the Spanish word for Saxifrage, breaking 
the stone, in allusion to its alleged property of 
dissolving and removing calculi. 


(t) 40 to 50 feet high, and of larger dimen- 
sions even further South, where Pursh has seen 
trees of two feet in thickness. 


became a notorious remedy for syphilitic 
and similar diseases. 

Regarding the botanical nomenclature 
of sassafras, Linnaeus in 1737 assigned it 
to the genius Laurus upon the examina- 
tion of a specimen of the flower which 
proved to be clearly distinct from the 
genus Cornus to which Plukenet had as- 
signed it. In 1753, he gave it the name 
Lauras Sassafras (20). The botanical 
name subsequently underwent the follow- 
ing changes: 

Laurus variifolia, Salisbury. 

Sassafras officinale, Nees v. Esenbeck 
& Endlicher, 1831. 

Sassafras Sassafras, Karsten, 1880-82. 

Sassafras variifolium (Salisbury), O. 
Kuntze, adopted in the U. S. Pharmaco- 
poeia, 1890. 


Pharmacopoeial and Commercial Notes. 


The wood of the sassafras tree was the 
part first exported to Europe, as is evi- 
denced from the fact that old Evropean 
drug lists and pharmacopoeias mention 
only the wood, “lignum sassafras” 
(Pharm. Lond., 1650 and 1680), or “lig- 
num. sassaphras,” (Pharm. Ultrajectina, 
1664). See also historical references be- 
low. Subsequently, the root, as the more 
efficient part of the tree, gradually gained 
favor. Yet we find that some of the 
later pharmacopoeias (e. g. Pharm. Wir- 
tembergica, 1750) began to describe under 
the caption lignum sassafras the root 
covered with its bark, this part being also 
official at present (with or without bark) 
under the same name in many pharmaco- 
poeis. The U. S. Pharmacopoeia recog- 
nizes the bark of the root under the name 
sassafras, and the pith under the name 
sassafras medulla. 

The oil of sassafras, however, is at pres- 
ent recognized only in a few pharmaco- 
poeias, namely the Spanish, French and 
the U. S. Pharmacopoeias, while many 
of the older works (e. g. Pharm. Amstelo- 
damensis Nova, 1792) gave directions for 
its preparation by the apothecary. 


Manufacture of the Oil. 


The bulk of sassafras oil is manufac- 
tured in the United States, especially Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, the operation being con- 
ducted in some places as a crude home in- 
dustry (23); in others, however, on a re- 
spectably large scale. Baltimore until re- 
cently has been the centre of trade (24) 
in this article, but New York seems to 
have become the principal market in re- 
cent years. 

Enormous amounts of sassafras root 
are thus consumed judging from the 
statement alone (25) that in 1883, in 
Buckingham County, Virginia, 40 dis- 
tilleries within a small compass of land 
were engaged in the manufacture of sas- 
safras oil; consuming daily 80,000 pounds 
of the root, which yielded about 50 gal- 
lons of oil, weighing about 450 pounds. 

In some parts of the Southern States, 
the distillation is carried out systematic- 
ally on a large scale. The owners of the 
sassafras grounds, desirous of convert- 
ing them into arable fields, allow the re- 
moval of the root free of charge, if the 
diggers consent to fill out the holes and 
cut, pile and leave the trunks of the trees 
on the land. Great quantities of sassafras 
are thus cbtained and large tracts of 
ground cleared. It has been stated that 
old stumps yield as much oil as green 
ones. 

After the roots are split with axes and 
wedges, they are chopped by means of 
chopping machines, which are capable of 
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chopping 20,000 pounds in three hours, 
an amount which constitutes a charge for 
the subsequent distillation by means of 
steam. Continuous steaming exhausts 
the root in fifty hours, and produces 
about twenty gallons of oil (weighing 
about 180 pounds). 

The finished product is shipped to the 
New York market in 5-gallon cans, each 
can containing about 45 pounds of the 
oil (26). 

According to recent market reports of 
Messrs. Schimmel & Co. (October, 1897, 
and afterwards), the competition of safrol 
(the artificially produced principle con- 
tained in the oil), owing to its high price, 
has not been able to supplant the natural 
oil. 

But these commercial conditions are 
changing constantly as well as are the 
methods and locations of manufacture. 


Addendum. 


And now in conclusion I feel it proper 
to add my personal experience with sas- 
safras, part of which intrudes on points 
already named. My boyhood was spent 
in the country, in Kentucky, where sassa- 
fras abounds. I do not remember to have 
smelled the fragrance of sassafras trees, 
mentioned by these early authorities, un- 
less the trees were broken or bruised. I 
have passed through great thickets of 
young and old trees and am surg that the 
statement that the fragrance is wafted far 
out to sea is overdrawn, as I observed no 
odor whatever, and am convinced that 
sassafras exhales no aroma. , When land 
in Kentucky is “worked poor” and turned 
out to rest it is likely to spring up in 
thickets of sassafras, persimmon, and 
black locust. I have heard old farmers, in 
speaking of a farm, say it was too poor 
to raise sassafras, and no greater reflection 
could be made on that land. No especial 
value is put on sassafras wood, it is not 
sought for fence posts, nor is it used to 
drive away insects of any description. 
As a remedy, it is used in the spring to 

“thin the blood,” being drunk as a tea. 
Indeed, I do not dislike it as a beverage, 
early impressions leading me now to oc- 
casionally take a package of fresh bark 
home with me for a family dish of sassa- 
fras tea. This is made exactly like coffee 
is prepared as a beverage and is sweeten- 
ed and used with cream in the same way. 
That sassafras tea was a very common 
beverage in my boyhood’s days, may be 
shown by the following incident: I was 
traveling up the Ohio River on one of the 
palatial steamers of other days, and the 
waiter asked a Kentuckian at my side 
who ordered tea, “what kind of tea he 
wanted?” “Store tea,” he answered, “I 
kin git pleanty of sassafras at home.” 

It was not customary for sassafras tea 
drinkers to keep the root bark separated 
from the root. They would shave the re- 
cently dug roots as the bark was used. 
Kentuckians claim that there are two var- 
ieties of sassafras, the red sassafras and 
the white, distinguished only by the bark. 
The white sassafras is not so aromatic 
and is bitter to the taste and they use 
only the red bark. 

In addition to the wood, root and bark, 
mucilage of the pith is employed in do- 
mestic medicine to bathe inflamed eyes. I 
find a complete description of the domes- 
tic uses of sassafras in Rafinesque’s (28) 
Medical Flora, 1830, which for various 
reasons I feel called upon to reproduce 
as an ending to this record of sassafras. 


Found from Canada to Mexico and Brazil. 
Roots, bark, leaves, flowers fragrant and spicy. 


Flavor and smell peculiar, similar to Fennel, 
sweetish subacrid, residing in a volatile oil 
heavier than water. The ssafrine, a peculiar 
mucus unalterable by alcohol, found  chief- 
ly in the twigs and pith, thickens water, 
very mild and lubricating, very useful in 
cphthalmia, dysentery, gravel, catarrh, etc., 
Wood yellow, hard, durable, soon loses the 
smell, the roots chiefly exported for use as 
stimulant, antispasmodic, sudorific and depura- 
tive; the oil now often substituted; both useful 
in rheumatism, cutaneous diseases, secondary 
syphilis, typhus fevers, etc. Once _ used in 
dropsy. The Indians use a strong decoction 
to purge and clean the body in the spring; 
we use instead the tea of the blossoms for a 
vernal purification of the blood. The powder 
of the leaves used to make glutinous gumbos. 
Leaves and buds used to flavor some beers 
and spirits. Also deemed vulnerary and resol- 
vent chewed and applied, or menagogue and 
corroborant for women in tea; useful in scurvy, 
cachexy, flatulence, etc. Bowls and cups made 
of the wood; when fresh it drives bugs and 
moths. The bark dyes wool of a fine orange 
color; called Shikih by Missowi tribes, and 
smoked like tobacco. 
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DRUG ADULTERATION.* 


By WM. WARREN, 
Detroit, Mich. 


The past years of depression have cer- 
tainly offered every motive for deprecia- 
tion in the quality of drug merchandise 
and manufactured preparations, as well as 
for the exercise of extreme economy in 
every purchased item, but we are con- 
vinced that each year in succession has 
seen a steady improvement both in the 
crude material and in the finished prod- 
ucts, and this upward tendency will con- 
tinue to gain momentum in the com- 
ing days of prosperity. This change for 
the better is the outgrowth of many in- 
fluences; not the least of these is business 
rivalry, which causes manufacturers and 
their agents to wage a ceaseless warfare 
of comparison thai aftects both the retail- 
er and the consumer, awakening in them 
an ability to discriminate and causing 
them to look more to quality and less to 
cheapness. A second source of improve- 
ment lies in the fact that medical and 
pharmaceutical schools are more able to 
impart to their graduates the technical 
knowledge which enables them to decide 
as to the quality of pharmaceutical pre- 
parations. Another and most potent fac- 
tor is the advent of the trained chemist, 
who now pervades all branches of manu- 
facture, who examines crude material, and 
tests the finished products, with a conse- 
quent economy of production and im- 
provement in quality. Finally, we must 
not withhold from the press, both lay 
and professional, the commendation it de- 
serves for its constant exposure of fraud 
and its readiness to herald any meritor- 
ious innovation. 

We have often thought that the soph- 
istications of crude drugs might be divid- 
ed into two categories; first, and by far 
the most dangerous, is the handiwork of 
the expert who confines his attention al- 
most wholly to the more expensive drugs 
and who selects a little known adulterant 
or one closely resembling the true pro- 
duct; as examples, we may cite the ad- 
mixture of the seed of Entada scandens 
with Calabar beans, of inert male spikes 
of Cannabis indica with the active female 
spikes, of more or less inactive varieties 
of strophanthus seed with those of the 
toxic Hispidus and Kombe varieties, and a 
partial substitution of the African kola nut 
by a West Indian variety which contains 
practically no caffeine. Such practices are 
even carried to the extent of mixing ex- 
tracted drugs with the good, as in the case 
of cantharides from which the greater 
portion of cantharidin has been removed 
by treatment with solvents. Another form 
of this expert sophistication, and one 
which seems to be seldom detected by the 
ordinary purchaser, is the partial sub- 
stitution of the stems for the root, or bark 
of the stems where bark of the root only 
should be used; common examples of this 
are found in bales of Berberis aquifolium 
and Viburnum pruntfolium. 

The second class of adulteration we 
might denominate that of ignorance or 
carelessness. This we find to predomin- 
ate in our domestic drugs, and is usually 
so apparent as to require only a_ simple 
inspection; for example, the bark of but- 
ternut and that of walnut are found mixed 
indiscriminately, likewise peppermint with 
other varieties of the mints, prickly ash 

bark with that of other members of the 





*Report of the Committee of the N. W. D. A. on 
adulteration. 
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ash family, and the bark of Cascara sag- 
rada with that of other species of the 
Rhamnaceae. Strange to say, the drug 
trade has accustomed itself to accept 
many drugs which are almost universally 
adulterated, and grossly so; notwithstand- 
ing that the Pharmacopoeia has sought to 
lend its aid in the work of reform by 
setting minimum standards, there has 
hitherto been no concerted effort to bring 
about any improvement. We will refer to 
asafetida, which averages 30 per cent al- 
cohol-soluble matter, which frequently 
runs less than 25 per cent, and which 
should contain 60 per cent; myrrh is an- 
other offender which hardly ever contains 
30 per cent alcohol-soluble constituents; 
catechu, which according to the United 
States Pharmacopoeia should yield 85 per 
cent of its constituents to alcohol, usually 
contains some 40 to 80 per cent of in- 
soluble matter. The foreign substances 
found in these gums and resins would 
stock a museum, and include bricks, 
stones, sand, wood and numberless other 
substances. In like manner we order 
commercial oil of hemlock and accept 
crude turpentine; for oil of spike, instead 
of the oil from spike lavender, we pur- 
chase a compound containing oil of tur- 
pentine, sulphuric acid, Barbadoes _ tar, 
and other similar ingredients. These 
abuses will never right themselves, and 
so long as the drug trade is complacent 
we will continue to purchase bricks for 
asafetida. 


The Question of Quality. 


We consider the question of adultera- 
tion to be of secondary importance to 
that of quality. It would seem that many 
who are directly interested hardly apprec- 
iate the difference that may exist in the 
therapeutic activity of two parcels of 
drug; this does not refer to a few, but to 
all of them. It follows as a matter of 
course that there are a large number of 
drugs which have not been studied suff- 
ciently to admit of our subjecting them 
to assay. But it happens also that in the 
majority of instances these are the ones 
which are not so important; in those 
which contain definite, active constituents, 
or which produce very marked therapeu- 
tic effects, such a comparison of activities 
is a matter of no great difficulty, and the 
results are calculated to startle one who 
has not investigated the subject. We have 
frequently found one lot of drug to be 
less than one-half as active as another; 
yet every particle of the material was true 
to name. We have seen eleven samples 
of Cannabis indica out of twenty-three dis- 
carded, because extracts prepared from 
them produced little or no effect when ad- 
ministered to animals, and yet the reject- 
ed samples would have been accepted by 
nine drug buyers out of ten. Likewise, of 
two samples of ergot, the one seeming 
the poorest would be possessed of the 
greatest therapeutic activity. This is not 
a matter of surprise when we consider the 
delicate nature of the active constituents 
of most plants and the numberless in- 
fluences which decide the amount and 
quantity of such active principles in the 
crude drugs: heat, moisture, cold and 
other climatic influences, the character 
of the soil, age of the plant, time of gath- 
ering, process of curing, fermentation, 
and the age of the drug itself, are a few 
of the many factors with which we have 
to reckon. While admitting that the pre- 
paration of a line-of pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts and the elimination of this uncer- 
tainty will in most instances require the 


services of the expert chemist, we are not 
prepared to admit that the manufacturer 
who lacks such facilities is altogether free 
from criticism, for we must acknowledge 
that there is on the market a great deal 
of palpably inferior drug which bears the 
patent evidence of its degeneration 
through age, fermentation, attacks of in- 
sects, loss of aroma, and other influences, 
and this drug, needless to state, is not 
= to the best advantage, to-wit: as 
uel. 

The use of this kind of material can 
easily be avoided, and there is no better 
exponent of its quality than the price 
at which it is offered; when mustard seed 
is quoted to us at a fraction of its uni- 
versal price in drug markets, we do not 
need to see it to know that it is inferior, 
and the same holds true with rhubarb, 
cubebs, digitalis, or any other drug offer- 
ed at prices notably below those demand- 
ed at the large drug markets. This is the 
very pith and marrow of improvement in 
medicinal preparations; therefore we feel 
disposed to dwell upon the urgent need of 
reform at this point. It is a truism that 
quality commands a commensurate price, 
and to this drugs are not an exception. 

If we begin to reduce quality in our at- 
tempt to pare down the price to meet the 
competition of some one else who is do- 
ing likewise, there is still no permanent 
advantage, but sooner or later there will 
be a loss of custom. 


Valuation by Assay. 


This naturally leads us to a considera- 
tion of the desirability and possibility of 
valuing drugs and medicinal products, by 
assay, chemical or otherwise. Every ex- 
perienced manufacturer will testify that 
this is perfectly feasible, and in so far as 
it concerns most of the costly and power- 
ful drugs and their preparations, reason- 
ably accurate: we have become accustom- 
ed to-valuing opium by the per cent of 
morphine contained, and the Pharmaco- 
poeia prescribes an alkaloidal assay for 
the preparations of cinchona and nux 
vomica; it is quite possible to extend this 
procedure so as to include belladonna, 
hyoscyamus, podophyllum, and practical- 
ly all the drugs which contain alkaloids, 
resins, oils, oleoresins, and essential oils. 
The important drugs like strophanthus, 
digitalis, convallaria, ergot and cannabis 
indica, and others not amenable to chem- 
ical assay, can be satisfactorily proved by 
physiological tests. The general introduc- 
tion of such a system of purchase by as- 
say would undoubtedly require time and 
persistent effort; but it can be done, and 
we should look upon it as one of the 
means of progress and prepare for its 
eventual adoption. 

As an illustration of what may be ac- 
complished in this direction we cite the 
improvement in the quality of chemicals, 
due to the influence of the United States 
Pharmacopoeia; the large manufacturing 
houses are making their products to con- 
form to the tests laid down in this author- 
ity, and consequently it is no longer a 
matter of any difficulty to purchase chem- 
icals of satisfactory purity. 


Preparing Drugs for Market. 


Another matter which may well claim 
our attention is the preparation of our 
domestic drugs for market. North Amer- 
ica is rich in medicinal plants, but they 
are marketed in such a careless, slip-shod 
manner that they do not command the 
price they deserve. An examination of a 
carload of such drugs brings to light the 


frequent admixture with plants of similar 
appearance or habit; sometimes a drug is 
not true to name, this being due to the 
fact that the same appellation is given to 
different plants in contiguous localities; 
straw or grass, sticks, stones, earth and 
chicken feathers are often found in super- 
abundance, indicating gross carelessness 
in collecting and curing. This state of 
affairs is due not so much to an attempt 
at deliberate sophistication as to the pe- 
culiar system under which our native 
drugs are gathered and prepared for mar- 
ket. The collectors are in the main an ex- 
ceedingly shiftless and ignorant class, who 
are wholly devoid of any knowledge of 
botany, and who know little of the proper 
season at which drugs should be gathered 
or how to cure them. The condition which 
I have attempted to depict is at once ap- 
parent when we compare a shipment of 
native drugs with one received from Eu- 
rope; while the former bears every evi- 
dence of carelessness and want of atten- 
tion, the latter is neat, clean, compact, of 
good appearance, and in every part gives 
evidence of intelligent and careful pre- 
paration. We should be animated not 
only by more or less selfish considera- 
tions as consumers, but also by the gen- 
erous motive of national pride, to use 
every influence within our power to bring 
about a reform in this state of affairs and 
insist upon the exercise of more care in 
preparing native drugs. As is well known, 
it is the custom of the individual col- 
lectors to accumulate a few pounds of 
drug and sell it at the crossroads store to 
the country merchant; from the hands of 
the latter the drug passes to the city deal- 
er, who combines the numerous small lots 
that were gathered in widely different lo- 
calities. It is consequently this cross- 
roads storekeeper who requires educating, 
and it appears to us that the best means 
of doing this would be to have printed in 
pamphlet form simple instructions as to 
the time at which drugs should be col- 
lected, how they should be cleansed and 
cured, and also the desirability of keep- 
ing them free from admixture, and of 
the best method of assembling them in 
packages. We are quite confident that, if 
left to their own devices, these people will 
never realize the desirability of supplying 
something better. 


The Use of Wood Alcohol. 


Within the past three years a new pos- 
sibility of adulteration, and perhaps one 
of considerable danger, has arisen; we 
refer to the temptation to substitute wood 
alcohol or methyl spirit for grain alco- 
hol in the fluid medicinal preparations. 
Up to within a comparatively recent time 
chemists have not succeeded in removing 
the peculiar disagreeable odor and taste of 
wood alcohol to such a degree as to pre- 
vent its ready detection even in small 
quantity; this is changed now and an ad- 
mixture of equal volumes of grain al- 
cohol and purified wood spirit can be pre- 
pared which the majority of people would 
consume without suspicion; when com- 
bined in a drug extract with grain spirit 
the detection of wood alcohol is almost 
an impossibility even by the chemist. We 
hold that the employment of this alcohol 
in preparations which are to be taken 
internally is reprehensible for two reasons: 
First, because the Pharmacopoeia and all 
pharmaceutical and medical authorities 
direct that where alcohol is used it shall 
be grain alcohol; this is also the desire 
and belief of the physician and the con- 
sumer, so that unless the label explicitly 
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declares that it is present, the use of wood 
alcohol is morally wrong. The second 
reason for avoiding its employment is the 
possibility of its producing injurious ef- 
fects. The exact relation between the two 
alcohols as regards their toxicity has not 
yet been determined, but instances of fatal 
poisoning from its ingestion are so com- 
mon as to be familiar to us all. It may 
be that its great toxicity is due to impuri- 
ties which can be removed by refining; 
but until comprehensive and careful in- 
vestigation has fully cleared up all doubt 
regarding its pharmaceutical and physio- 
logical action, we cannot look upon it 
otherwise than as an adulterant, and 
should discourage its addition to prepara- 
tions intended for internal use. 
: Legislation. 

One of the most peculiar phases of 
modern life and conditions is apparent in 
the growing popular desire for legisla- 
tive enactment calculated to protect con- 
sumers from adulterated foods and drugs. 
This sentiment is a hopeful augury in 
that it evinces a desire for improvement, 
a wish for something better. Such laws 
affect our business interest more or less 
and it behooves us to study their opera- 
tion. There is no gainsaying the fact that 
food and drug laws reach a class of pro- 
ducts which have almost gotten beyond 
our control, and if they do nothing more 
than diminish the flagrant adulteration of 
spices and flavoring extracts, their mis- 
sion will not have been fruitless. 

It follows as a matter of course that 
such laws must operate almost wholly 
by setting minimum standards in order 
to work the least hardship to the major- 
ity; this allows the retailer to purchase 
the lowest grade which will reach this 
minimum standard—but on the other 
hand, it shuts out an immense amount 
of direct sophistication, and the manufac- 
turer or dealer who takes pride in his rep- 
utation and the quality of his goods has 
still an unlimited field for his enterprise. 


Essential Oils. 

The sophistication of essential oils has 
continued so long, is so common and so 
difficult of detection, that the pharmacist 
and the public alike appear willing to look 
upon them as incorrigible and pronounce 
them all bad. Allow me to assure you 
that this is a great mistake: it is just 
as possible to purchase pure essential 
oils as it is to buy pure chemicals or 
alkaloids, provided you are willing to pay 
what they are worth. The average man 
does not properly realize that these oils 
are very costly, and so long as the retailer 
and the public demand cheaper goods, the 
distiller must refuse sales or cheapen his 
oils by dilution. This fact is evidenced 
by some dealers quoting two and even 
more prices on the same oil: they stand 
ready to supply all demands. Let us 
therefore not resign ourselves to a hope- 
less acceptance of such conditions, but 
try and educate the retailers, and through 
them the public, to an appreciation of the 
fact that we can and will supply them pure 
oils, and that they will be cheaper in the 
end and much more satisfactory. 

Employment of a Chemist. 

At the twenty-third annual meeting Mr. 
J. N. Carey included in his report a pro- 
posal to retain the services of an expert 
chemist, to whom should be submitted 
samples of suspected articles. Because 
of lack of definite action on the part of 
the Association, this suggestion has not 
been carried ont: but we agree most fully 


with Mr. Carey as to the desirability of 
such a proceeding, and in order to facil- 
itate the execution of this plan, we offer 
the following suggestions for your con- 
sideration. 

In the first place, to obtain reliable re- 
sults and prevent ill-feeling over ques- 
tionable decisions, the gentleman whom 
we employ must be an expert in the full 
sense of the term. He must have a thor- 
ough knowledge of chemistry and phar- 
macy, must be familiar with methods of 
drug assay, and be well-grounded in bot- 
any and pharmacology. Such a man is 
not open to engagement at any time and 
would no doubt demand a substantial sal- 
ary. The equipment and maintenance of 
a laboratory suitable for such work would 
call for an additional expenditure. If this 
work is properly carried out it would de- 
mand the entire time of one and possibly 
two men. This presupposes thorough, 
reliable work, and a reasonable expedition 
in reporting. As a matter of convenience 
we would suggest the establishment of 
such a laboratory at a central point so 
as to expedite correspondence. We have 
as an alternative the plan of retaining the 
services of some chemist or teacher who 
is already employed, but this idea has 
only one recommendation, viz., its cheap- 
ness; for such a man must necessarily 
give his regular duties the preference and 
attend to our work at his convenience. 
There is another consideration which we 
must not overlook: such a position should 
be permanent, depending only upon good 
conduct and satisfactory performance of 
duty; otherwise we could hardly expect a 
man of the calibre which we desire to give 
up some position of greater permanence. 
The selection of a chemist, the location 
of a laboratory and the details involved 
are well deserving the attention of a spe- 
cial committee, which we suggest should 
be made a permanent one. 

If properly organized and generously 
supported this scheme will be a success. 
The effect it will have in improving the 
quality of medicinal products should be 
greater than that of all other influences 
combined. 

The list appended hereto* includes the 
major portion of important or novel 
sophistications published during 1897 and 
1898; also many which are familiar be- 
cause so common, hence being constantly 
reported. A full report on essential oils, 
ground spices and wines would be so vol- 
uminous as to occupy too much space. 

In conclusion, we believe we are voic- 
ing the sentiment of our fellow-members 
in expressing the conviction that full re- 
sponsibility rests equally and alike on 
every business man who forms a link in 
the chain reaching from drug gatherer 
to the physician who administers medicine 
to the sick. A full share of this respon- 
sibility devolves upon the jobber, who is 
one of the fountain-heads of medical sup- 
ply, and that wholesaler is not to be en- 
vied whose conscience will permit the de- 
liberate sale of sophisticated or inferior 
products when their unfitness for use is 
well known and when life or death may 
hinge upon their action. No article de- 
signed for therapeutic use can be regarded 
as a piece of common merchandise, and 
the jobber who willfully and knowingly 
lends himself to the traffic in inferior 
drugs violates his duty and degrades him- 

self to the level of those who are not the 
benefactors but the parasites of society. 


* This list is omitted as the matter contained 
in it is already familiar to our readers.—[Ed. 
Am, Drve.] 
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Materia Medica Animalis. 


By J. C. MCWALTER, L.R.C.SI., 
L.A.H.D., M.P.S. 
(Concluded from page 229.) 


Glandulae Bronchiales. 


The bronchial glands are credited by 
physiologists with secreting a substance 
capable of resisting the entry of bacilli 
into the air passages. Hence it has been 
thought that the infected and diseased or- 
ganism might have its natural healing 
powers increased by the artificial intro- 
duction of the glandular substance. This 
has accordingly been done in cases of tu- 
berculosis, but the results were disap- 
pointing, as in each case fever was pro- 
duced, with rapid emaciation and loss of 
strength. Discouraging as this result 
has been, it yet shows that the prepara- 
tion is by no means impotent, and that if 
pharmaceutical skill be brought to bear 
on the substance, and a preparation elab- 
orated free from those tox albumins which 
cause the pyrexia, the bronchial gland 
preparations may yet prove of great 
value. 

Extractum Corporis Ciliaris. 

There is a little purplish-black sub- 
stance in the eye-ball, called the ciliary 
body, which in its normal condition fil- 
ters the serum and secretes into the eye 
a fluid, the aqueous humor, which is al- 
most entirely free from albumin. In cer- 
tain diseased conditions, such as sympa- 
thetic ophthalmia, the aqueous humor fails 
to be filtered properly, albumin enters it, 
and becomes deposited on the crystal- 
line lens, thus gravely interfering with 
vision. Troubles of this kind can be 
modified considerably by the introduction 
of an extract from the ciliary body of the 
ox’s eye, to which a little resorcin is 
added as a preservative. It can be in- 
jected under the conjunctiva or dropped 
into the eye, one drop every two hours. 


Glandula Parotis. 


A gland is situated in front of the ear, 
which, when inflamed, gives rise to that 
condition known as mumps. Frequently 
when inflammation leaves this parotid 
gland it settles in the ovaries or testicles. 
Hence it has been thought that an extract 
from the parotid might be useful in_ovar- 
ian disease, and Drs. Bell and McGregor 
have oured ovarian affections by admin- 
istering parotid substances. Dr. Bell re- 
ports over sixty cases of enlarged and 
painful ovaries, in which he not only 
averted the necessity of an operation, but 
often effected complete recoveries by the 
use of the parotid treatment. Parotid 
gland preparations may be made from the 
organs of rams or ewes. The dried pow- 
der (glandula parotis siccata pulverisatus) 
is equivalent to ten parts of the recent 
gland, and may be given in five-grain 
doses, or the warm gland may be treated 
with ‘sterilized glycerin to form an ex- 
tract, or with saline solution. 

A few remarks on the general features 
which should characterize organvu-thera- 
peutic preparations may terminate this 
paper. 

Organic juices,and all extracts madeby 
the cold process should present the char- 
acteristics of albuminous solutions. They 
should be coagulable by heat, and be pre- 
cipitated by strong nitric acid and by so- 
lution of potassium ferrocyanide with 
acetic acid. They give with strong alco- 
hol in excess a precipitate which roughly 
indicates the strength of the solution, be- 
ing greatest where the concentration is 
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greatest. They should not give the re- 
actions for albumoses indicated by a pre- 
cipitation with acetified chloride of so- 
dium, nor should they give the biuret re- 
action proper to peptones. Most of these 
preparations can be recognized as to their 
origin by the smell, or by microscopic 
examination of the residue evaporated 
after treatment with alcohol. When in 
solution they should be perfectly limpid 
and clear, with no trace of bacterial infec- 
tion, as evidenced by the absence of any 
odor of putrefaction, though they may 
show traces of the characteristic odor of 
the organ with which they are obtained. 
All vessels containing organic extracts 
should be thoroughly sterilized, and such 
substances as tablets or powders should 
be freed from every trace of moisture 
and preserved in sealed bottles or in a 
receptacle containing lime. 

Thyroid gland tablets should be sus- 
et unless they show traces of iodine. 

issolve a tablet in water and add some 
drops of strong nitric acid, afterwards a 
few drops of chloroform, which ought to 
show, after agitation, the characteristic 
violet tint. 


Mate-Paraguay Tea. 


Maté or Paraguay tea is the subject of 
a note in a recent number of the London 
Pharmaceutical Journal. Maté is food and 
drink to the natives of certain portions of 
South America. Maté tea is the national 
beverage in the border states of La Plata, 
in Chili, Bolivia, a part of Peru, and in 
the South of Brazil. 

It is a remarkable testimony to the 
value of the substance that, although first 
used by natives, it was soon adopted by 
European settlers in South America, and 
the consumption has now reached a large 
amount. In 1855 the amount of maté an- 
nually consumed in South America was 
estimated by Von Bibra at 15,000,000 
pounds, and the consumption is now 
probably several times greater. In the 
Argentine Republic alone, the consump- 
tion is not less than 27,000,000 pounds, or 
about 13 pounds per head, while the pro- 
portion of tea is only 2 pounds per head, 
and of coffee } pound per head, showing 
to what an extent maté is actually used 
instead of the beverages better known to 
the people of Europe. Maté is, however, 
steadily winning favor in Europe, as 
shown by the increased exportation. 
Thus in 1840 Brazil exported to foreign 
countries over 5,000,000 pounds, in 1850 
over 10,000,000 pounds, in 1860 about 14,- 
000,000 pounds, in 1870 about 20,000,000 
pounds, while in 1880 the total reached 
nearly 30,000,000 pounds. 

Experience has shown that maté has 
several peculiarities entitling it to a trial 
on a more extensive scale than it has 
hitherto enjoyed. These are: 

(1) It removes feelings of fatigue to a 
remarkable degree. 

(2) Although it contains tannic acid, 
infusion of maté is not so astringent as 
tea. 

(3) From the same leaves three suc- 
cessive infusions may be made of almost 
equal strength, so that if the price per 
pound were the same, maté would be 
more econc mical than tea. 

(4) Although its flavor is best develop- 
ed when taken very hot, its restorative 
properties appear to be the same whether 
it be taken hot or cold, and thus it might 
be used as an agreeable and invigorating 
beverage in circumstances where it was 
inconvenient to prepare a warm infusion. 


Percolation and Filtration Under 
Pressure.” 
By R. C. Cow.ey. 


It is obvious to the most casual ob- 
server that the use of intermittent pres- 
sure, as described by Mr. A. W. Nunn, 
has serious disadvantages. While not ad- 
vocating the use of pressure in percola- 
tion, is has frequently occurred to me, 
when exhausting mucilaginous or finely 
powdered drugs, that the use of constant 
gentle pressure would be an advantage 
in hastening percolation. 

For some time past I have made use of 
a simple contrivance to produce this ef- 
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APPARATUS FOR PRESSURE 
PERCOLATION. 


fect, and doubtless the same plan is some- 
time adopted by others. It consists in 
displacing air from the bottle A by allow- 
ing water to run into it from the reser- 
voir B; the displaced air is conducted 
along the tube D into the space above 
the menstruum in the percolator E. Any 
cylindrical or slightly conical percolator 
is suitable, provided it can be accurately 
fitted with a perforated rubber bung. 
The connection C is fitted with a tap or 
an ordinary feeding bottle regulator, to 
open or shut off the supply of water. It 
will be evident, that by raising or lower- 
ing the reservoir B, the pressure will be 
proportionately increased or diminished. 
When the stop-tap G is opened, the flow 
is at first rapid, but it gradually falls off 
until the internal air pressure is equival- 
ent to the hydrostatic pressure. The per- 
colate will then drop into the receiver at 
the same rate that the water drops 
from the reservoir. Maceration in 
the percolator is provided for in 
three ways, viz:—(a) By connect- 
ing the tube at the bottom of the percola- 
tor with the glass tube which passes 
through the rubber bung at the top. (6) 
By shutting off the flow of water. (c) 
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By lowering the water reservoir to the 
level of the percolator. 

It is advisable to stop percolation dur- 
ing the night, which may be done by the 
second or third process, otherwise, when 
the menstruum is forced out, air will 
pass through the marc and unduly dry it. 
It will be seen that pressure will be re- 
lieved only when a further supply of men- 
struum has to be added, and when the 
water in the bottle A requires to be re- 
moved. Some time ago I had occasion 
to filter a highly mucilaginous liquid that 
would not pass through filtering paper in 
the ordinary way, and was not amenable 
to any of the common methods of clarifi- 
cation. I tried filtering it through paper 
pulp by the above process, but found the 
pressure insufficient. The difficulty was 
got over by running the water direct from 
one of the laboratory taps, and using a 
one-gallon stone jar instead of the bottle 
A in the drawing. After seeing that the 
connections were secure, the water was 
carefully turned on and filtration pro- 
ceeded at a rapid rate. 


Danger in Liquid Air. 


Irving W. Fay, the professor of chem- 
istry in the Polytechnic Institute, on Liv- 
ingston street, Brooklyn, while experi- 
menting with liquefied air in the labora- 
tory on the top floor of the institute build- 
ing, was severely burned about the face 
and hands by the explosion of some red 
phosphorus, and it is feared that his right 
eye may have been permanently injured. 
Prof. Fay has been a teacher in the in- 
stitute for some time, and he recently 
gave a lecture before the students. He 
had secured four gallons of liquefied air 
and with this he showed some interesting 
experiments. After a majority of the stu- 
dents had gone home Prof. Fay decided 
to make several more experiments. About 
twenty of the class in chemistry remain- 
ed to watch these. Mr. Fay first froze 
some kerosene oil and then he froze some 
mercury. Then he tried the liquefied air 
upon some yellow phosphorus. The ex- 
periments worked nicely. 

Then he placed some red phosphorus 
in a tube into which he poured some of 
the liquefied air. It was said yesterday 
that this was the first time an experiment 
of the kind had been made with red 
phosphorus. The phosphorus changed 
color, but there was no other apparent ef- 
fect. The professor then poured the liq- 
uid air and phosphorus on the wooden 
table of the laboratory. After the air had 
evaporated there was an explosion and 
some of the powdered phosphorus was 
blown into Prof. Fay’s face and over his 
hands and the table was set on fire. Some 
one sent in an alarm of fire and in a few 
minutes the firemen arrived, but they had 
nothing to do, as the students had put 
out the slight fire that had been caused 
by the explosion. 

Prof. Fay was carried to Prof. Coch- 
rane’s office and Surgeon McLeod, of the 
Long Island College Hospital, was sum- 
moned. He worked over the patient for 
an hour and then had him conveyed in a 
carriage to his home at 544 Ninth street. 
Here Dr. Matthewson was summoned, 
and he scraped some of the red phos- 
phorus from the corner of Mr. Fay’s right 
eye. While the injury is severe, Dr. Mat- 
thewson is of the opinion that the eye 
may be saved. 


A Hint from an Oculist. 
Winking at sin is declared to be bad for 
the eyesight. 
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to make use of this column. 


Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information 
bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordially invite our friends 


| The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the communica- 
tion, not for publication, but to assure attention, as we make it a rule to pay 
no regard to anonymous correspondence. 
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Solution of Bismuth.—E. P. H.—We 
cannot do better than suggest a trial of 
the new B. P. formula, which reads: 


Bismuth oxynitrate ...........++. 70 Gm 
POCORN CHTME .......0000cc000 70 Gm 
Potassium carbonate ............ 20 Gm 
SEE GE. be sevsebesdneuccecsesas 50 Cc. 


Solution of ammonia, 
Distilled water, of each a sufficient quantity. 

Dissolve the bismuth oxynitrate in the 
nitric acid diluted with an equal volume 
of distilled water; add distilled water 
with constant stirring until the liquid is 
very faintly opalescent; add the potassium 
citrate and carbonate dissolved in a little 
distilled water; heat the liquid to the boil- 
ing point; cool; separate the precipitate; 
wash it with distilled water until free 
from nitrates. Gradually add solution of 
ammonia to the moist precipitate until it 
is just dissolved; dilute with distilled 
water to 1,000 Cc. and filter. 

Compound Elixir of Pepsin.—C. P. H 
—The preparation named in your query 
will be found in the National Formulary 
under No. 59. 

Combined Toning and Fixing Bath.— 
C. B. W.—The simplest form of com- 
bined toning and fixing bath has the fol- 
lowing composition: 


Sodium hyposulphite ............ 1% Ib. 
Citric He SiawbeEweeee sunsceseenew % oz. 
RAE GRNONE sone wwcsnsssvvsncesen Y% oz. 
Ammonium sulphocyanide ...... 2 ozs 


BEES nencccbesbened sinesevesveves 80 


Dissolve in the water (warm) in above 
order; filter bright, and add: 


Gold chloride 


Auer’s Incandescent Gas Mantles.— 
F. P.—The process for the manufacture 
of incandescent gas burners was published 
first and exclusively in the PHARMACEU- 
TICAL Recorp of date January 5, 1893. 

The oxides of zirconium, yttrium, lan- 
thanum and magnesium are prepared in 
the form of a delicate cylindrical network 
or mantle; when subjected to the heat of 
the gas flame the mantles emit a bright 
white light, dependent in tint upon the 
oxides used. The gas flame itself is non- 
luminous, as the supply of air to the 
burners is so excessive that the carbon 
is not heated to incandescence, but suffi- 
cient heat is developed to raise the oxides 
to a white heat, which thereby emit a 
strong and steady light. Each of the 
oxides emit a characteristic light, that of 
the oxide of lanthanum being yellow, of 
zirconium a faint white, of magnesium on 
the outer edge of the flame, a pure white. 
When, however, the oxides are combined 
in proportion of their molecular equiva- 
lents they emit in the incandescent con- 
dition a light exceeding in intensity al- 
most five times the illuminating power of 
the separate oxides. It is preferable not 


12 grs. 


to use magnesium and zirconium in the 
same combination. 


The most advantag- 


eous mixtures are here given for the var- 
ious combinations: 


MAGNESIUM INCANDESCENT COMPOUND. 


Parts. 
Magnesium oxide i 
Lanthanum oxide ‘se - 2 
RU CNS | dicsecdnsseeasesns  - 





Mix. 
ZIRCONIUM INCANDESCENT COMPOUND. 


Parts. 
IE RINE. oniscsdanndsnapsedecees 60 
ECER, SUEDE. cinch nsnaceceesacssne 30 
WECM. GHEE cs ccccccscccsvessccecce 10 


Or also 50 per cent zirconium. 


Or also 50 per cent zirconium oxide 
with 50 per cent lanthanum oxide works 
well. The “mantle” is prepared by satur- 
ating a loosely spun cylinder of cotton 
4.5 Cm. long and 1 to 1.5 Cm. wide ina 
30 per cent solution of the above oxides, 
made by dissolving the oxides in nitric or 
acetic acid and diluting with the requisite 
quantity of water. The mantle is then 
given the suitable cylindrical form by 
means of fine platinum wire, then ignited 
and the cotton fibre burned away, leaving 
in its stead the oxides as a delicate net- 
work, which constitutes the commercial 
incandescent burners. 


Sugar Coating Pills.—N. & P.—One 
of the simplest methods for use in small 
operations is to moisten the well-dried 
pills with a 331-3 per cent solution of 
glycerin in absolute alcohol and then roll 
them in a mixture of four parts pulverized 
sugar, two parts tragacanth and one part 
of starch. Sift out the excess of powder, 
again moisten the pills and repeat the 
rolling operation in the sugar mixture. 
To glaze the pills, moisten the pills in a 
mixture of glycerin 1:2 parts of ether, and 
then roll them in a mixture (equal parts) 
of tale and precipitated chalk. 

In place of the sugar mixture the fol- 
lowing may be used for pills having a 
strong odor: Take two parts of exhausted 
cocoa powder, two parts of sugar and one 
part of tragacanth, roll the pills in this 
mixture and finally coat with cacao butter. 
A good glaze is produced by mixing the 
pills in a bag with powdered cetaceum 
and heating quickly over an open fire, 
whereby the pills are coated with a thin, 
shining layer of spermaceti. 

Improved Syrup of Yerba Santa.—J. 
H.—An excellent aromatic syrup of yerba 
santa may be prepared from the aromatic 
glycerite, adding the latter to simple 
syrup in the proportion of 1 to 3. The 
AROMATIC GLYCERITE OF YERBA SANTA 
has the following composition: 


Fi. ext. yerba santa .......... 2 fl. ozs 
Fl, ext. cardamom comp. .... % fl. oz 
PP NIED s0 conc npscnctsncebave 20 dps. 
SPINE S55ccnevsckalwvepunpecs 20 dps. 
SO EE s sspausousnsevuiens<e 40 dps. 
OS ee a eer 2 fl. ozs 
PE. Accedincewes, bweecevvewns 3 fl. ozs. 
Solution of potassa ............ 1% fl. oz. 


Purified talcum 





Rub the oils with the fluid extracts, 
solution of potassa, talcum and alcohol, 
then filter through paper and add six 
ounces of glycerin, and alcohol sufficient 
to bring the bulk up to 16 fluid ounces. 

One part of the glycerite added to three 
parts of simple syrup yields a good ve- 
hicle for quinine and similar bitter drugs. 
See also A. D., September 26, p. 203. 


Complicated Reaction in a Mixture. 
—J. A. H. B. asks us to indicate the 
cause of the reaction in the familiar mix- 
ture of phosphoric acid, tincture of iron 
and sherry wine with strychnine. The 
reaction was explained very fully once 
before in the columns of the PHARMACEU- 
TICAL REcorD. The mixture has the fol- 
lowing composition: 





Btrychnin, SMO. .c.cesccccieas pg 

Acidi phosphoric di 3 fl. drs. 
Tinct. ferri chlorid. 2 fi. drs. 
Vini Zerici, ad. 4 fl. ozs 


The chief reaction here is ‘eo the 
acid tartrate of potassium contained in 
the wine and the tincture of iron chlo- 
ride, which results in the decomposition 
of the first named, with the formation of 
potassium chloride and free tartaric acid. 
The molecule of Fe. thus set free is re- 
acted upon by the two molecules of PO, 
and ferric phosphate in its insoluble form 
is precipitated and held for a short time in 
semi-suspension. The fact, also, must 
not be overlooked that a certain amount 
of the precipitation arises from reaction 
between the tannin of the wine and the 
strychnine of the prescription with the 
solution of iron chloride, this reaction in- 
volving the formation of iron tannate and 
strychnine upon long standing. 


Urethal Bougies. 


Although much employed for the pur- 
pose, cacao butter alone is too fusible for 
use in urethral medication. A basis hav- 
ing a certain suppleness and softening at 
the body temperature is preferable to one 
which undergoes complete liquefaction in 
this special instance, since the medication 
is retained in contact with the urethral 
mucus membrane for a sufficient length 
of time to allow it to produce its full ef- 
fect, and is not discharged until micturi- 
tion is attempted. Such a basis has been 
devised by Soulard, and has been used 
with spiccess in the Hopital Saint André. 
It is composed of cacao butter, 2; lano- 
lin, 1; white wax, 1; melted together and 
preserved for use. When required, the 
basis is medicated in the same manner as 
suppositories with the desired drug, and 
moulded into crayons of about 3 Mm. 
diameter, varying in length according to 
the requirements of the prescriptions. For 
moulding these the following simple 
method is employed: An iron rod 3 Mm. 
in diameter and about 20 Mm. long, is 
fitted with a transverse piece at one end 
to serve as a handle, so that it resembles 
the letter T. A number of glass tubes of 
such diameter that the rod fits in them 
as a piston are then cut into suitable 
lengths; a small mouth-piece, one end of 
which has had the edges rounded off, is 
attached by means of a piece of rubber 
tubing. The medicated basis is melted on 
the water bath, and then aspirated up 
into one of these tubes by sucking, as in 
filling a pipette, and at the end of two 
minutes, before the mass has had time to 
set hard, the iron rod is introduced at one 
end, and the bougie forced out. In this 
way, with eight or ten tubes, any number 
of bougies may be rapidly made.—Bull 
Pharm. de Bord. 
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Correspondence. 

















The Proprietary Man and the 


Retailer. 
To the Editor: 

Sir: Many of the manufacturers of pat- 
ent medicines and proprietary nostrums 
have been brought to realize that their ad- 
vance in price, to cover the cost of the 
revenue stamps, was an ill-advised move. 
They have reduced their prices to the 
same figure as before the stamp tax was 
imposed. Possibly they have received an 
access of information by and through the 
action of many retailers, who positively 
refused to handle the goods at all after 
the price was raised. There are some 
manufacturers who still adhere to their 
advance in price, but if the retailers will 
stand firm and refuse to handle the goods 
of these unpatriotic and disloyal makers 
of nostrums the prices will surely be re- 
duced, so that the retailer can make a 
living profit. 

There should be no cross purposes be- 
tween the retailer and the proprietor. 
The proprietor can and should keep his 
goods out of the hands of cutters and de- 
partment stores, and by department 
stores I mean the large dry goods stores 
who sell medicines as a side line for ad- 
vertising purposes. Almost every drug 
store is a department store in a small 
way. What with wall paper, baby 
wagons, cameras and photographic sup- 
plies, canes, candy, jewelry, cutlery, pipes, 
fishing tackle, tobacco, books and station- 
ery, the modern drug store is a veritable 
conglomeration of promiscuous merchan- 
dise. And yet this is the proper channel 
through which medicines should reach the 
public. ‘ihe proprietor can, if he wili— 
and he will, if he sees that his interests 
point that way—keep his wares out of the 
hands of cutters. The Phenyo-Caffein 
people have demonstrated this. 

The retail druggists, united and as a 
body, can do anything they wish with 
the patent medicine men; but divided, 
each one pulling a different way, the re- 
sult will be exactly what the present con- 
ditions are, “everyone for himself and 
devil take the hindmost.” 

The proprietor should conciliate and 
make friends with the retailer, that there- 
by his own business may be increased, for 
the retailer can make or unmake the pro- 
prietor when he chooses. Let us all pull 
together for the good of all. 

os. R. Perry. 
Indianapolis, Ind., Nov. 


The Army Pharmacist. 

To the Editor: 

Sir: I herewith inclose a copy of Sur- 

eon-General Sternberg’s report on the 

antiago campaign. It shows that a lack 
of surgeons is complained of and among 
other duties it seems that our army sur- 
geons still perform those of medical pur- 
veyors. Eleven doctors, whom the Gov- 
ernment engaged because they were sur- 
geons and physicians, were absent at 
supply depots, acting as medical commis- 
saries and quartermasters. In a previous 
article I have pointed out that such posi- 
tions should be filled by pharmacists, who 
are better qualified than physicians to fill 
these posts. Now, if the War Department 
has any inclination to follow the example 
of the Navy Department, which has just 


promoted 25 pharmacists to higher posi- 
tions, it should fill the places of medical 
storekeepers and purveyors, now held by 
physicians, who seem to be badly needed 
in their proper sphere, with pharmacists 
of commissioned officers’ rank. This 
would be a good beginning in the way of 
improving the rank and pay of army 


pharmacists. 
T. W. RUETE. 
Dubuque, Ia., Oct. 11. 
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A_Text-Boox or Cuemistry. Intended for the 
Use of Pharmaceutical and Medical Students. 
By Samuel P. Sadtler, Ph.D., F.C.S., Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry in the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, etc., and Henry Trimble, 

‘: M., Professor of Analytical Chem- 
istry in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, 
etc. Second Revised and Enlarged Edition. 
In Two Volumes; Volume I., General Chem- 
istry; Volume II., Analytical Chemistry and 
Pharmaceutical Assaying. Philadelphia. J. B. 
Lippincott Company. 


This well-known work now appears in 
two volumes. The first volume is de- 
voted to general inorganic and organic 
chemistry, and includes chapters on the 
alkaloids and ptomaines, terpenes, gluco- 
sides, resins and proteid substances. The 
second volume deals with analytical 
chemistry and pharmaceutical assay work. 
The book is designed primarily for phar- 
maceutical and medical students, and so 
far as its general scope is concerned is 
admirably adapted to this end. The por- 
tion devoted to inorganic chemistry is un- 
usually good, and while very concise con- 
tains all the details necessary for the aver- 
age student. The manufacture of the 
more important chemicals—such as alkali, 
bleaching powder and sulphuric acid, is 
well described, and all the important im- 
provements in these industries are briefly 
touched upon. This is a point too fre- 
quently neglected in pharmaceutical text 
books. Special mention, too, is made 
from time to time of substances of par- 
ticular interest to pharmacists. 

The section on organic chemistry is 
likewise well arranged, particular atten- 
tion being devoted to showing the re- 
lationship between the more important 
groups of organic bodies. Here again 
the substances of interest to pharmacists 
are well described, and attention may be 
called to the notes on fermentation and 
fermentation industries, which are illus- 
trated by drawings of some of the fer- 
menting organisms, and by a diagram 
showing the temperatures at which the 
various ferments exhibit most activity. 

The chapter devoted to alkaloids might, 
we think, be improved upon. The infor- 
mation given is too meagre to be of much 
value to the pharmaceutical student. The 
coca alkaloids are worthy of more atten- 
tion than a mere half page, which simply 
calls attention to the more important 
bases present in the leaf. Attention might 
at least have been called to the scopola- 
mine-hyoscine question, but we find no 
mention of scopolamine at all. Veratrine 
is not mentioned in the work, and the 
fierce controversy between the English 
and the German chemists over the aconite 
alkaloids should have caused the authors 
to give accurate information regarding 
the bases present in the leaf. Some 
attention might also have been given to 
designating the active alkaloids present 
in veratrum. There is other evidence of 
lack of care in the preparation of this por- 


tion of the work—a portion which is of 
so much interest and importance to phar- 
macists. and we hope this may be remed- 
ied in future editions. A little more at- 
tention might with advantage be de- 
voted also to the chapter on terpenes, es- 
sential oils, resins and to some of the 
glucosides. 

The second volume, which is devoted 
entirely to analytical reactions and assay 
processes, shows evidence of careful work. 
It includes the usual qualitative and 
quantitative schemes of analysis, and also 
describes the various methods for assay- 
ing drugs and their preparations, and the 
various volumetric solutions of the Phar- 
macopoeia. 

The qualitative and quantitative exam- 
ination of galenicals, urines, spirits, etc., 
is considered at length, and the volume 
concludes with chapters on the analysis 
of urine and potable or other waters. The 
volume is one which should appeal to all 
pharmacists, and prove a valuable text 
book to the student. 


A Suort MANUAL oF ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY. 
—Qualitative and uantitative; Inorganic 
and Organic. By John Muter, Ph.D., F. R. 
S. E., F. I. C., Second American Edition— 
Illustrated; Adopted from the eighth British 
edition. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & 
Co. Cloth, $1.25. 


The scheme adopted in the present 
work follows the line of instruction in the 
South London School of Pharmacy, and 
is well adapted to the needs of the phar- 
maceutical student. The volume com- 
prises two parts; the first is devoted to 
general qualitative analysis, including ex- 
amination by both the “wet” and “dry” 
processes, and is well illustrated and ex- 
plained by a very complete series of an- 
alytical tables. It includes also chapters 
on the qualitative detection of alkaloids, 
glucosides, the so-called synthetics, and 
most of the common substances found in 
pharmacy. The second part deals with 
the determination of the physical proper- 
ties of known and unknown substances 
and their quantitative determination. 
very complete outline of the ultimate an- 
alysis of organic bodies is given, and also 
an excellent resume of the methods em- 
ployed in the analysis of water, air, foods, 
drugs, urine, etc. The work concludes 
with a short chapter on the analysis of 
gases and the use of the spectroscope and 
polariscope. 

The whole volume is well and concise- 
ly written and should prove of value to 
pharmacists generally. Unlike many of 
the English text books printed here, the 
author has taken the trouble to adapt it to 
the conditions of American pharmacy, and 
the bookismore welcome on that account. 
To the pharmacist who is analytically in- 
clined, it is a text book which will serve 
him well, and in these days of competi- 
tion an acquaintance with the best meth- 
ods for the analysis of foods and drugs 
may often be turned to profitable ac- 
count. 


Adulterated (?) Gregory’s Powder. 


Gregory's Powder (Pulv. Rhei Com- 
positus) is one of the official preparations 
which is only perfect at the moment of 
manufacture, and generally not even then. 
The magnesia absorbs moisture and car- 
bonic acid from the air in the unavoidable 
exposure of handling and selling. Fail- 
ure to allow for this by the analyst has 
led to the improper condemnation of an 
English pharmacist for selling compound 
powder of rhubarb which contained a lit- 
tle carbonate. 


reece Sos wn 
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PRACTICAL DISCUSSION OF ON OF STORE METHODS AND 
ADVERTISING. 


By Ulysses G. Manning. 


| Business Hints. 
| 
| 


submitted, and to suggest improvements. Questions 
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|| The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisement | 
answered and advice given. | | 
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DRIVING IT HOME. 





HE effectiveness of your ads. and cir- 
culars can often be increased by a 
concrete illustration, a sample or 

an exhibition of the thing advertised. 
Testing is often convincing and seeing is 
often believing. If a remedy will permit 
of sampling, that is nearly always an ef- 
fective way of introducing it. The sam- 
ple must be accompanied by a suitable 
circular or other advertisement, or the 
distribution will be vain. The object of 
the sample is to clinch the claims made 
in the ad., and it does it as nothing else 
will. It also insures a more thorough 
reading of the ad.; people feel under ob- 
ligations to read it. Lotions, pills, cough 
drops, laxative teas and cough syrups can 
be sampled to advantage. Cough syrups 
are least suitable because not enough can 
be given to prove its merit in all cases, 
yet many cough syrups have been success- 
fully advertised in this manner. 

A sachet powder can be introduced 
by sampling, and a perfume by the dis- 
tribution of perfumed cards. I am not 
sure that this card or blotting-paper 
method could not be extended to flavor- 
ing extracts; I have never known it to 
be tried, but offer the suggestion for what 
it is worth. 

If you send out a circular advertising 
spices, it would help a good deal to en- 
close a piece of extra strong cinnamon 
or other spice. I know of a man who re- 
cently had a special wall paper sale. He 
not only advertised in the newspapers, but 
got out posters printed on the identical 
wall paper offered. The price of the 
paper was indicated on the sample and 
there is no doubt that this method con- 
tributed largely to what proved to be a 
very successful sale. I see another way 
in which this same sale might have been 
advertised. It would have involved some 
trouble, but would have created much 
interest and comment. 

This advertiser's local paper (weekly 
only) has a circulation of about one 
thousand. He might have arranged for 
some blank space next to his ad., and on 
this pasted a piece of wall paper. A 


couple of boys could handle the edition as 
fast as printed. Variations of this method 
might be used in other ways, but a dry 
goods or clothing man would have more 
chances to use it. 

One druggist I know of makes a push 





first-class one, but was considered the 
best submitted. The “Suitable Soap” 
heading should have been replaced by 
one calling attention to the special sale. 
The soap itself could have been presented 
in a stronger manner, and it would have 
helped to have limited the sale to a defin- 
ite period, or to have limited the amount 
sold to each customer, or to have told 
what the amount of stock on hand was 
and then warned people not to be too 
late if they desired to get their share. 
This is not a good special sale ad., but it 
is a pretty fair soap ad. 
se FF 
Kidney Pill Circular. 


W. O. Frailey, Lancaster, Pa., sends 
his kidney pill circular for comment. It 
is difficult to give this piece oi advertis- 
ing matter adequate criticism because I 
believe its chief faults are due to the 
writer's lack of familiarity with the sub- 
ject. The circular is a neat one and the 
general appearance is good, but the mat- 
ter lacks coherence and finish. 

The paragraphs are not always ar- 
ranged in proper relation to each other, 








SUITABLE 
SOAP. 


a 
$ 


It may take a long time before one comes accidentally across: 


a suitable soap. 


There are too many of them made to please the eye and 


tickle the nose. 


Special sale of 4711 Company’s Glycerine Soap in half-pound . 


bars at 15 cents. 


soap. 


It will please you because it is prepared with 
proper regard to suitability. 


It’s a pure soap—nothing but 


15 cents a bar, 2 for 25 cents. 


THE PIERSON PHARMACY. 


Telephone Service at each 
Store and at Residence. 








Prize Advertisement 





on distilled water for his soda fountain, 
and verifies his statements by keeping 
the still going in full view. 

This idea of actual illustration should 
be kept in mind by live advertisers. It 
always takes with the public and it is 
universally productive of good results. 


st st Lt 
CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 





PRIZE ADVERTISEMENT. 


The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
| offers a prize of One Dollar, each 
| issue, for the best retail druggist’s ad- 
| vertisement. The prize is this time | 
| awarded te Mr. H. G. Pierson, | 
| Hornellsville, N. Y. 


} j 
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The Prize Ad. 


The winning ad. for this issue is not a 








and there is avidense of haste or careless- 
ness in several places. In comparison 
with the general run of medical circulars 
this would be classed as good, but it is 
not up to the advertiser’s standard and I 


am confident that he can beat it if he 
tries. 

Take the title: “Pain in the back— 
cause and effect.” “Cause and Cure” 


would be better, for that is the theme. 
Then the second paragraph should have 
been the third. In its present location it 
separates two closely related _ para- 
graphs and mars the effect. There never 
need be any hurry about bringing in the 
remedy. Wait until you have caught the 
attention and gotten people interested. 
The interest of the reader is in his malady 
and it is best to humor him until your 
interest can be brought in naturally. The 
symptoms of kidney trouble which are 
given in the last paragraph should have 
been introduced earlier. They really be- 
long with the facts you have given in 
your first paragraph. There is also need 
of greater care in expression. You say: 
“This constipation often causes extra 
labor for the kidneys, which become ir- 
regular and diseased. Our Kidney Pills 
will relieve the system of its burden and 
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restore health to the diseased members,” 
This is confusing. What is probably 
meant is that the pills “relieve the kidneys 
of their burden and restore their activity.” 
But this doesn’t help matters much, for 
the impression may still remain that the 
kidney disease is to be cured by over- 
coming the constipation. What is de- 
manded is some lucid explanation of the 
manner in which the pills do cure, and 
there is nothing of that nature in the cir- 
cular. There are plenty of large adver- 
tisers who make the same mistake; they 
neglect to tell “how.” It may do some 
good to tell people that a remedy will 
cure, but more will be accomplished if 
you tell how and why it cures. 


et Ft 
A Condensed Circular. 


Editor Business Hints: 

The circular we enclose is one prepared by 
the writer, and perhaps without the care it 
should have had. We have used it as a wrap- 
per and to enclose in packages, and have had 
very good results from it. We shall gladly re- 
ceive any criticism you may make. Withhoid 
our address. F. E, R. 


This is a small single-sheet circular, 
printed on one side only and devoted to 
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+ The Last 
Drink of Summer. 


Winter and rough weather are at the 
door. 

’Twill not be long before you miss the 
clink of the thin glasses and the cool- 
ing summer beverages. The crushed 
fruits, the fruit juices, the frozen mints, 
etc., will soon be a thing of the past. 
But the man at our fountain will con- 
tinue his work just tle same. In place 
of these delicious summer drinks, we will 
serve you with steaming hot ones. Beef 
Boullions, Chocolates, Cocoa, Clam 
Broth, Coffee, ete. Our fountain will 


be just as popular as ever. 


Gregory’S Pharmacy. 


Be a a oe ae a tee i tie i At A De Ot A 
A Pleasing Ad. 


(Author unknown.) 
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the advertising of four specialties, a brief 
paragraph being devoted to each. It is 
very well written, the statements being 
moderate in tone and clearly expressed. 
The circular has an honest, straightfor- 
ward ring and will leave a good impres- 
sion on readers. But I do not believe 
that the writer has done as well by his 
specialties as he might. The circular is 
too brief. It doesn’t contain informa- 
tion enough. If all those who receive it 
were already posted on preparations like 
these and knew all about their nature and 
properties, the circular would answer. 
But it is bound to go to many who are 
not posted, and therefore it could with 
advantage be a little more educational. 

If a sheet of the size used had been 
printed on both sides and arranged to 


fold once, thus making a four-page folder 
of it, and had one page been devoted to 
each preparation, a more effective circular 
could have been made. _ Better paper 
should also be used. Paper is cheap; bet- 





An Advertising Oddity. 
PERMIT. 





do hereby permit my husband to go, on 
any of the calendar dates on back of this 
permit (when duly and legally executed) 
where he pleases, drink what he pleases 
and when he pleases. I further permit 
kim the company of any lady or ladies 
for the purpose of assisting him to select 
for me, his duly wedded wife, any of 
those beautiful perfumes or toilet articles 
only to be had at the stores of the Mc- 
DOWELL-ATKINS-WATSON CO., 
LTD., “THE DRUGGISTS.” I want 
him to enjoy life, as he will be a long 
time dead. 


| See SNE sew ikeneansne 


Vancouver, B. C. 





ter stock will add 50 per cent to the ap- 
pearance of the circular and will not add 
20 per cent to its cost. 


ee 
Interesting the Farmers. 


Editor Business Hints: 


I enclose this week’s ad. for criticism. I 
used the same matter in newspapers and on 
hand-bills. C. H. Kerr. 

ik City, Kas. 


The ad. is as follows: 


ONE DOLLAR 
PER EAR 
FOR CORN. 


On the first day of December, 1898, 
I will pay $3 for the three best ears 
of corn placed on exhibition in my 
store before that date. Each con- 
testant will be allowed to enter 
but three ears, and if he does not 
win the prize the corn will be re- 
turned to him. 

This is a great corn year and I 
hope that all will take interest enough 
to make this an exhibit of which 
Kansas may well be proud. 

An elegant silver berry dish will 
be given as a second prize. 


C. H. KERR, 
Druggist. 


Any competition of this sort is apt to 
be worth more than it costs. Not much 
of a prize is required to awaken consid- 
erable interest and rivalry if the contest 
is persistently agitated. It is indirect ad- 
vertising, but serves to get people think- 
ing about one’s store, and to do that is 
to accomplish much. I suggest that Mr. 
Kerr have blind reading notices inserted 
in succeeding issues of the paper, com- 
menting on the progress of the contest. 
If written so as to appear to be the com- 
ment of the paper he can engender some 
rivalry between townships or localities 
that will help his plan. A spirit of com- 
petition will do more for its success than 
the value of the prize. 
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WHY ARE WE VICTORIOUS ? 


Dewey Merritt Your Gonfidenes ? 
YOU BET WE DO. 
WHY? 


We travel MILES in order to give you 
a select stock; a line as strong as 
SAMPSON; a _ line that leaves you 
nothing to wi-SHAFTER you see it. 
We are SCHLEY and shrewd buyers. 
Whether your purse be HALE and 
hearty or LONG and slim, we can ac- 
commodate it. We want to C-U-B-A 
customer of ours—we can suit you. The 
MAINE question is, do you need 
brushes? If so, we’ve got the best there 
are. You need not take HOBSON’S 
choice either, as we have the largest 
and only exclusive BRUSH STOCK in 
‘Minneapolis. It will pay you to trade 
with U. S. We give better values than 
you can duplicate in this city. 


Regular. Cut. 
$1 00 


PRIDE acces viccssecctens 68c 
Mellen’s Food ...........005 75 55c 
Poses Extract: .occscccsccs 50 38c 
Austin’s Antiseptic ........ 1 00 85c 
Swan Down Powder ...... 2 15c 
Chocolate Almonds, Ib. .... 60 35c 
Writing paper, box ........ 10c. 
Hot water bottles .......... 15 50c 


Cut Prices on Patents, Sundries, Ete. 


WEBSTER & CHURCHILL, 


Nicollet House Drug Stere, 
Minneapolis. 
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A. W. Preston, Ballard, Wash., sub- 
mits a cough syrup ad. It contains about 
fifty words and occupies a space three 
columns wide and seven inches deep. 

Mere bigness is sometimes a merit, and 
is in this case. It is easily the most 
prominent ad. in the paper; no one will 
be able to get away from it. The text is 
fire rate also, though in most instances 





WE FILL PRESCRIPTIONS. 


Seven thousand new prescriptions have been 
put up in our store during the past sixteen 
months. 





Every one has helped to make a reputation, 


Many physicians, some of whom have never 
been in our store, send patients past other drug 
stores to us with prescriptions. 


Every traveling man who calls on us shows 
only his best and never mentions anything just 
as good as something else. 


Hundreds and hundreds of people pay us ten 
cents for ice cream soda, when they can get ‘“‘ice 
cream soda” in almost any other drug store in 
Allegheny for five cents. 


The laity judge our drugs by our good soda. 
You know the effect the drugs should have, 
and judge from that. . 


Every one of your prescriptions brought here 
will be treated right. 





more information should be given. An 
occasional bold, brief ad. couched in 
general terms is justified in a continuous 
advertising campaign. The two most ef- 
fective sentences in this ad. are these: 
“It is free from narcotics and can 
be given to the smallest infant.” 
“Satisfaction guaranteed or money 
back.” 

The weakest sentence is this one: 

“Convince yourself by buying a 
bottle.” 

People are not going to convince them- 
selves by buying a bottle. They must 
be convinced before they will buy; the ad- 
vertising ought to do the convincing. 
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Drug-Store Yarns. 


TOLD AFTER BUSINESS HOURS— NEW PRESCRIPTIONS 
FOR WEARY DRUGGISTS. 


Anecdotes of the Comic, Humorous or Pathetic Side of Drug-Store Life Are 
Solicited for This Column—For Accepted Articles Payment Will be Made. 


























DRUG STORE STRATEGY. 
By M. Quap. 


F it hadn’t been for the druggist who 
opened up shop on the corner where 
three grocers and two dry goods 

dealers had failed within five years, I 
should never have connected strategy with 
the drug business. That man defied pub- 
lic opinion by opening up on an unlucky 
corner. There are such corners in every 
town, you know, just as there are un- 
lucky men in every neighborhood. He 
further defied public opinion, as repre- 
sented in the advertising columns of the 
press, by flatly refusing to advertise. As 
if these things were not enough, he re- 
fused to put up theatre bills in his win- 
dows or permit any of the automatic ma- 
chines to stand at his door. We gave 
him three months in which to make a flat 
failure, and most of us secretly hoped 
he would save nothing from the wreck. 

But we didn’t know the man, and he 
knew the public far better than we did. 
As soon as he got ready for business he 

ot hold of a reporter and pumped him 
ull of facts about that particular unlucky 
corner. The story made three columns. 
It could not have been bought for $500 
in cash, but the druggist got it for a cigar. 
The next day that store was being pointed 
out to every passer-by, and scores of 
people stepped in and made a purchase 
just to get a look at the man who was 
defying luck. If you give a gamin a ban- 
ana you can figure on what will happen. 
He will throw the skin on the flagstones 
and the chances are three to five that 
some pedestrian will sit down hard. The 
new druggist worked off half a dozen 
bananas one afternoon, and next morning 
he had $200 worth of free advertising. 
Mr. John Shine, the well-known contrac- 
tor, struck a banana skin almost in front 
of the drug store and went down to break 
his leg. He was carried into the store, of 
course, and of course the druggist made 
him as comfortable as possible until the 
ambulance arrived. 

I was now beginning to “get on” to our 
new man, and I tried to figure out what 
his next move would be. I hadn’t got it 
worked out when he sprung the trap. 
There was an explosion in his store, and 
he was blown over the counter and had 
a narrow escape from death. There 
wouldn’t have been an explosion if he 
hadn’t been moving a lot of bottles out 
of the way in order to get elbow-room to 
compound 500 bottles of his celebrated 
cough medicine. I didn’t think much of 
that explosion as an explosion, but the 
reporters did. They wrote it up to the 
extent of half a column, and three of my 
nearest neighbors were among the rush 
to buy that cough syrup. It was two 
weeks later before anything else hap- 
pened. Then, one evening, there were 


cries of “Police! Police!” and a police- 
man arrived to find the drug store man 
looking as if he had been monkeying 
with a rolling saw log. The item, as it 
appeared in five different papers next day, 
was headed: “Bold Attempt to Rob a 
Druggist!”” A trampish-looking man had 


-called and made some trifling purchase 


and suddenly assaulted the druggist with 
a view to robbing the open safe. The 
open safe contained about $450, or the 
receipts of the day. The plucky drug- 
gist, although taken unawares, succeeded 
in beating off his assailant, who escaped 
by flight. There was something to figure 
on. If the day’s receipts were $450, the 
income of that store was $164,615 a year, 
and the man who said that was an un- 
lucky corner was an ass. The next day 
I called in and bought $2 worth of stuff. 
I didn’t really need any part of it, and I 
didn’t believe the yarn about the attempt- 
ed robbery, but somehow I felt like help- 
ing that man to increase his sales to $200,- 
000 per year. 

I didn’t look for any further strategy on 
the part of the druggist, but I got left 
again. Afier the police had given up the 
hunt for “the trampish-looking man” the 
following placard was posted in his win- 

ow: 


Not for $500. 
THIS IS NOT A THEATRE! 
We have been offered $500 cash for the 
use of this window for one year, but 


promptly refused it. We want it to ad- 
vertise our own goods. 





When I first saw the sign there were 
fifty people in the crowd, and forty-nine 
of them were all talking at once and de- 
claring their satisfaction at finding one 
man who wouldn’t turn his store into a 
billboard. The window was heaped full of 
hair brushes marked to sell at 75 cents. I 
knew I could buy those same brushes at 
60 cents only three blocks away. but I 
went in with about thirty others and 
planked down my money. Seven report- 
ers interviewed the druggist. Twelve 
theatre managers denied having offered 
him one red cent for his window. Eight 
leading ministers favored the stand taken 
by the druggist. Column after column 
was printed, man after man was interview- 
ed, and when the case finally closed peo- 
ple for five miles around were dropping in 
to look at the man who had caused all 
the row. At this stage of the game I 
found myself an eathusiastic admirer, anid 
as I believed he wis aching for some of 
my advice I called in and vo'unteered a 
barrelful. To my _ astonishment he 
wasn’t in need of even a small dose. In 
fact, he made no bones of telling :ne 
that he thought he knew all about running 
a drug store. His independence nettled 
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me, of course, but of course I wanted tu 
patronize a man who was making a suc- 
cess of it and I bought hair-dyes and con- 
sumption cures which are still sitting on 
the top shelf of the storeroom. I was not 
alone in this. At least a hundred others 
felt as I did about it. 

There was another move before the 
druggist felt that he could safely settle 
down. This took the shape of another 
placard reading: 


We Flatly Refuse! 


| OTHER DRUG STORES MAY KEEP 
IT, BUT NO MINISTER CAN 
GET IT HERE! 

Hirsh-Kirsh exhilarates and enthuses, 
and is the foundation of oratory. It has 
been the cause of oratorical success | 
among the greatest ministers and | 
| 


statesmen of the century, but it affects 
the mind after a year or so, and leads 
to dire results. Don’t ask for it, for | 
you won’t get it. | 
| 
The crowd was early on hand. So was 
I. So were the same seven reporters. As 
for the crowd, we all went in and bought 
troches in place of Hirsh-Kirsh, and as 
for the reporters, they started out to in- 
terview chemists, botanists, ministers and 
orators. There were rancorous disputes 
about the effect of the root. Every min- 
ister and orator denied having called it to 
their aid. Chemists said it was an Orien- 
tal drug, and botanists said it was a root 
found on the island of Ceylon. As a mat- 
ter of fact, nothing of the sort existed, 
and the very name was invented. The ad- 
vertising would have footed up at regular 
rates about $50,000. The increased pat- 
ronage which resulted necessitated an en- 
largement of the store and the employ- 
ment of another clerk. Things are boom- 
ing on that unlucky corner. There isn’t 
a druggist in town who wouldn’t pay 
$5,000 bonus for the lease. Enough free 
advertising has been had to keep the 
crowd coming for a year, and when it be- 
gins to thin out I haven’t the slightest 
doubt that the druggist will be equal to 
the emergency. He will find a ghost 
down cellar, a skeleton upstairs or an al- 
ligator in the lavatory. He will put up a 
placard against the use of saltpetre, refuse 
to handle Paris green, or bid the world 
take notice that he alone cannot be coax- 
ed or bribed to sell sticky fly-paper. I 
shal] leave it with him, knowing that he 
was born a strategist and will be sure to 
hit the right thing. 


Watermelon Syrup. 

Several times lately, says the Montgom- 
ery (Ala.) Advertiser, we have noted brief 
references to experiments at syrup-mak- 
ing from watermelon juice, and have 
wondered why some systematic efforts 
have not been made to utilize this 
product in that way. The older genera- 
tion of people can, doubtless, call to mind 
syrup made by the slaves—on a small 
scale and in a rude way, it is true, but it 
was not at all a bad substitute for the 
genuine article. 

The watermelon juice contains a larger 
percentage of water than does the juice 
of the cane, but we are informed that one 
gallon of syrup can be made from twelve 
or fourteen gallons of juice, and are of 
the opinion that planted in melons than 
if planted in cane, an acre of land would 
produce more syrup. They are an easy 
crop to raise, are very productive, easy 
to handle, and no machinery would be re- 
quired to express the juice, as is the 
case with sugar cane. 
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Echoes of the Meeting. 
DELEGATES SPEAK OF THE WORK. 


The most unbounded enthusiasm con- 
tinues to prevail among the druggists 
of the entire country with regard to the 
work and success of the newly organ- 
ized National Association of Retail 
Druggists. Having been in close touch 
with the organization since its inception, 
the AMERICAN Druccist has_ received 
numerous communications from the dele- 
gate members touching on the work ac- 
complished in St. Louis and the possi- 
bilities for the future. 

While no action has been taken direct- 
ly by the retailers of New York City to- 
ward obtaining representation in the 
N. A. R. D. (excepting, of course, the 
German Apothecaries’ Society, a past 
president of which is represented on an 
important committee), it is no indication 
that the warmest interest is not felt in 
its welfare. The druggists of New York 
City have, however, grown so accus- 
tomed from past experience to such mat- 
ters that they have grown apathetic, and 
any organization would have to bea very 
successful one before it would re- 
ceive their active support. Outside of 
New York City the enthusiasm shown 
has been very gratifying. The future of 
the organization seems well assured, if 
we are to judge from the reports sent in 
by the AMERICAN DruccaIsT’s correspon- 
dents, which we print below: 


Cuicaco Druccists WELL PLEASED. 


Cutcaco, Nov. 3.—The representative Chicago 
druggists who attended the convention at St. 
Louis are well pleased with the work accomplish- 
ed, and are unanimous in their belief that the 
earnestness and determination evidenced at the 
various sessions will result in great good. 

Fred Schmidt, the Schiller block druggist, says: 
“The Association will undoubtedly do much 
toward establishing a feeling of good fellow- 
ship and co-operation between wholesalers and 
retailers, and in my or much good may be 
looked for as the result.” 


Tue DELEGATE FROM QUINCY. 


Quincy, IIl., Oct. 23.—B. H. Miller returned 
early yesterday morning from the convention of 
the National Association of Retail Druggists, in 
St. Louis, and spoke entertainingly of the meet- 
ing to a reporter. There were 145 appointed dele- 
gates to the meeting, and Mr. Miller was one 
of the Illinois representatives. He reported to 
the meeting the condition of the Quincy asso- 
ciation of druggists. 


LovIsvILLE ORGANIZES. 


LoutsviLLe, Oct. 27.—The Louisville Retail 
Druggists’ Association was organized last night 
at a well-attended and enthusiastic meeting held 
at the Louisville College of Pharmacy. About 
forty-seven of the local druggists were present, 
with delegates from Jeffersonville and New Al- 
bany and representatives of the wholesale trade. 

Charles Rosenham presided at the meeting, 
and it was p ora a that the officers of the 
Botanical Club should also be the officers of the 
Association. They are as follows: Charles Ros- 
enham, president; G. L. Curry, secretary; Theo- 
dore Rectanus, treasurer; C. M. Edmunds, finan- 
cial secretary. 

Simon N. Jones, chairman of the local com- 
mittee of druggists, which attended the meeting 
at St. Louis, made his report of the work done 


at the meeting. The report embodied what has 
been previously reported, and_ among other 
things, recommended that an Executive Com- 
mittee of five be appointed to visit those drug- 
gists who were not at the meeting and present 
to them the necessity of organization and af- 
filiation with the National Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation. It will also be the purpose of the 
committee to take subscriptions to forward the 
object of the national association. 

n agreement to maintain a permanent retail 
association was drawn up and submitted to the 
druggists at the meeting, all of whom signed it. 


SANGUINE IN CINCINNATI. 


CincinnaATI, Oct. 29.—Frank H. Freericks, who 
was one of the leading druggists from Cincin- 
nati to attend the first meeting of the retail drug- 
gists at St. Louis, in speaking of the organiza- 
tion formed there, said: “‘As one of the men 
who helped to start the organization, I have 
only the most sanguine feeling in regard to its 
success. I believe that it will better conditions 
generally for the retail druggists. That about 
covers the ground as far as my opinion is con- 
cerned. 

A SuccessFuL MEETING. 


Coxtumesus, O., Oct. 27.—The representatives of 
the Columbus Retail Druggists’ Association, 
Fred Herbst, John Byrne and G. H. Matson, Jr., 
who have recently returned from the national 
convention of retail druggists at St. Louis, re- 
port a very successful and profitable meeting. 


BuRTON AND TIMBERLAKE. 


EvANSVILLE, Ind., Oct. 24.—F. H. Burton, of 
this city, was one of the men instrumental in 
forming the National Association of Retail Drug- 
gists at St. Louis this past week. As president 
of the Indiana Pharmaceutical Association, he 
has taken great interest in forming a national 
organization. The work of negotiating with the 
proprietors was left with an Executive Committee 
of which A. Timberlake, of Indianapolis, the sec- 
retary, of the Indiana Association, is a member. 
If all the proprietors refuse to make concessions 
the druggists themselves will carry out some of 
these plans for factories. Many of the proprie- 
tors have already made concessions and there is 
little doubt the retailers will win out in the end. 
Mr. Burton is a member of the Committee on 
Patents and Trade-Marks. 


“ Mr. HEeLier INTERVIEWED. 


St. Paur, Oct. 23.—Charles T. Heller, president 
of the Minnesota State Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, returned yesterday from St. Louis, where 
he attended the first annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists, which 
was held October 17 to 20. Accompanying Presi- 
dent Heller at the St. Louis meeting were A. H. 
Reitzke, of St. Paul; A. J. Eckstein, of New 
Ulm, and Dr. I. W. Harrah, of Minneapolis. | 

President Heller said yesterday, in discussing 
the convention: ‘‘The convention was very suc- 
cessful and will doubtless result in a much better 
feeling among the retail trade, as a conference 
was held with a committee of jobbers, and they 
agreed to endeavor to secure a restoration by the 
manufacturer of the former scale of prices. It is 
a matter in which the druggists have no re- 
course, except through an organization of this 
kind, as the additional price is charged to the 
jobber, who in turn lays it on to the retailer. at 
is impossible for the retailer to advance the price 
of standard dollar bottles to $1.05, or $1.10, which 
would about cover the advance made in prices 
and the war tax. : 

“At the next session of Congress an effort will 
be made by the Association to secure a repeal 
of the statute which imposes a war tax on the 
druggist. The drug trade is the only retail trade 
which has had to stand the burden of the war 
tax. Groceries, hardware or dry goods, none of 
them are taxed in the least, and it is certainly an 
injustice to single out the druggists and tax him 
for every bottle of standard preparation sold, 
which comprises a large percentage of the trade.” 


St. Louris Becins To REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE MOVEMENT. 


St. Louis, Nov. 3.—It is safe to say that a 
majority of the St. Louis pharmacists are just 
beginning to realize what. was accomplished at 
the recent convention which organized the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists. To tell 
the truth, a great many of the local pharmacists 


were very much surprised at the success of the 
meeting, but it was certainly a very pleasant sur- 
prise. 

J. H. Allen, president of the St. Louis Apothe- 
caries’ Society and a member of the Council of 
the N. A. R. D., said to your reporter: “I think 
this, the first step of importance, has been taken 
in the right direction. look forward to results 
which will broaden the field of usefulness of the 
retail druggist and bring him the proper com- 
pensation for his work. The National Associa- 
tion of Retail Druggists is destined to become a 
power to the retail pharmacists.” 

Thos. Layton, the father of the Inter-State Re- 
tail Druggists’ League and senior member of the 
Layton Drug Company, of this city, had 
this to say to the AMERICAN DrRuGGISsT 
reporter: “The work was well begun and 
to make it a success it but needs the 
support of the retail druggists of the United 
States. If they will give it their moral and finan- 
cial support, we will accomplish to a very satis- 
factory degree all which we have been striving 
after for a number of years.” 

H. F. Hassebrock, secretary of the St. Louis 
Apothecaries’ Society, a delegate to the conven- 
tion, and a prominent north side pharmacist, ex- 
pressed himself as follows: ““The movement is all 
right if the druggists will only contribute to 
its support. As it is a delegate organization, its 
success is drectly dependent upon the success 
of the local and State organzations. Now, if the 
retail druggists will pay up their dues and sup- 
port the home organizations, this national move- 
ment will succeed beyond a doubt.” 

J. M. Good, pharmacist at Jefferson avenue and 
Olive street, and professor in the St. Louis Col- 
lege, was one of the delegates who took an active 
part in the proceedings of the convention. Upon 
being interviewed he said: “I consider the 
AMERICAN Druaoist has given a very excellent 
account of the meeting and their estimate of it is 
quite just. I was certainly very favorably im- 
pressed with the make-up of the meeting. It 
was — gratifying to have the wholesale drug- 
gists and proprietary men come to us and ask for 
a conference. This is an indication that the As- 
sociation is likely to be a power that they have 
to take into account. One thing that pleased me 
very much was the selection of the officers and 
Executive Committee; it showed good judgment 
in that respect. If they will adopt some wise 
means for obtaining revenue so that they will not 
fail in that respect, I think there is no doubt 
about the future of the Association.” 


BuFFALO DELEGATES ENTHUSIASTIC. 


3UFFALO, Nov. 5.—The Buffalo delegates to 

the St. Louis convention of the retail drug in- 
terests came back with a large amount of en- 
thusiasm over the good work done there, espec- 
ially for a beginning. Thomas Stoddart, who is 
in position to make his efforts count, is already 
at work. He is chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the State Association and has already 
obtained the approval of the committee of a 
measure for enliting the retailers of the State 
in the work in hand. Circulars are in prepara- 
tion setting forth the condition of things and 
urging the full co-operation of all the trade. 
These will soon be sent to all retailers in the 
State. They will especially set forth the neces- 
sity of every member of the trade becoming an 
active worker in the interest of the movement. 
Mr. Stoddart went to St. Louis, also as a dele- 

ate to the meeting of the wholesalers, but 

resident Muir, of the State Association, urged 
him to give his time to the retail movement, and 
he did not attend the wholesale meeting at all. 
He thinks that considering that the attendants 
were for the most part strangers, a big start was 
made towards the eradication of the evils that 
threaten the drug trade. 

“We have an elegant organization,” he said to 
a representative of the AMERICAN DruacIst, 
“and I am greatly encouraged.” 

“How are you going to meet the proptietary 
question, the tendency to sell these goods in 
great blocks to outside dealers who cut the 
prices down to nothing?” was asked. 

“Tf the retail druggists can be made to stand 
together,” he replied, ‘“‘we can control that trade. 
Once solidly organized and there would be no 
difficulty whatever. Any preparation that we 
dropped off our list would be killed at once.” 

Mr. Stoddart believes in the retailer sticking 
to his regular line of business and not_selling 
articles belonging to any other trade. He sees 
a great work ahead, but it is already so well 
begun that he is confident of success. 


INTERVIEW WITH Mr. KLINE. 


PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 4.—A number of the lead- 
ing drug men of this city and a prominent mem- 
ber of the profession * | this State were seen a 
few days ago in reference to the new retail as- 
sociation which was formed at St. Louis. Many 
of the retail druggists here were not posted, but 
said it was a good thing to form a business as- 
sociation which would be distinct from the A. 
Ph. A., which was purely a scientific one. 

The following are the opinions of some of the 
best known members of the drug trade: 

M. N. Kline, says: “Those who came to St. 
Louis to organize a National Retail Druggists’ 
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Association, were certainly composed of represen- 
tative men taking a broader view of the work to 
be taken up by such an organization than has 


sometimes been taken by those having to do 
with previous efforts. They acted wisely in hav- 
ing their rE xecutive Cor nmittee, after organi izing, 


cons sult with, and agree to co-operate with, sim- 
lar committees from the other two bodies. 

“The start made for this new organization was 
most auspicious, and the management of it 
placed in the best of hands. Everything will de- 
pend, of course, upon the co-operation that will 
be accorded these men by their associates at 
home. If they do not receive the support of at 
least a majority of their fellows, their work will 
necessarily go for naught. If, however, the 
local associations of retail druggists, who were 
represented in this national association by dele- 
gates, and others who cught to have_been, will 
take up the work in each locality and apply 
themselves to reforming the abuses which have 
crept into their ranks, and towards an ameliora- 
tion of the condition into which in most sections 
of the country the retail druggists have fallen, 
much good will result, and I sincerely trust that 
it may not be too much to expect that this hope 
will be realized. Those who have taken up the 
executive work of this organization, however, 
must realize that much hard work is before them, 
and as nothing can be accomplished without 
labor, that they must keep on even though im- 
mediate results do not follow.” 


PHILADELPHIA Expresses ITSELF. 


Clayton F. Shoemaker, president of the Phila- 
delphia Drug Exchange, says: “The St. Louis 
meeting was large and enthusiastic, and I be- 
lieve is destined to produce important results. 
The hospitality was overwhelming and befitting 
the well-known reputation of the South and 
Southwest in this respect. 

“The meeting of the Proprietary Association 
was chiefly notable for the absence of a consider- 
able number of leading proprietors who have 
heretofore been prominent in its deliberations. 
Likewise, there seemed to be a deeper apprecia- 
tion than ever before of the united power of the 

wholesale and retail branches of the trade and 
spoasentiy a greater disposition to comply with 
the united requests of these two branches. 

“The retail association seems to have develop- 
ed an unexpected degree of strength. If its 
managers can increase its scope and perfect a 
reasonable degree of organization over the entire 
country no doubt it will be able to achieve im- 
portant results. In the meantime the St. Louis 
meeting seems to have been in charge of level- 
headed and well-balanced men. While the meet- 
ing clearly discountenanced the action of those 
proprietors who had advanced their prices largely 
beyond the amount of the stamp tax, the degree 
of opposition in this respect was much less than 
had been anticipated by some of the proprietors. 
The most gratifying feature of the meeting was 
the way in which the association aligned itself 
with the wholesalers on what is generally regard- 
ed as the most important point connected with 
the subject, namely, the demand that- proprietors 
shall give their lowest wholesale prices only to 
legitimate wholesale druggists and not to cutter 
or large retailers, thus making the cost to al 
retailers practically the same. 

“The wholesale convention showed a degree of 
confidence in and sympathy with the retail as- 
sociation that must have been gratifying to the 
latter. During the reading of the report of the 
proprietary committee the retailers, over one 
hundred in number, were given the privileges of 
the floor. It is only natural that the jobbers 
should stand with the retailers because their in- 
terests are to a certain degree identical. As it 
was well stated by Mr. Faxon, ‘their success 
means our_ success; their troubles are our 
troubles.’ It is not in the power of any man or 
any set of men to again bring to the retail trade 
the profits and conditions of the past. What 
this Association hopes to do is to better con- 
ditions somewhat and certainly to prevent any 
further deterioration.’ 


Tue Weak PornrT. 


T. H. Redsecker, of Lebanon, expresses him- 
self as follows: “I am, as a whole, well pleased 
with the work, but think the weakness of the 
movement lies in the organization. Instead of a 
delegated body, it would have been better, in my 
judgment. to have organized on the line of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Association, mak- 
ing the membership consist of individuals or 
firms. The State associations, as a rule, are 
made up of but a small minority of the drug- 
gists in the States and delegates from these 
bodies are, strictly speaking, not representative 
of all the druggists in the State. A political or- 
ganization may be held together by the ‘cohes- 
ive power of political plunder.’ but in an organ- 
ization such as this. where the individuality of 
the member is overshadowed by an organization, 
the individual will be likely to lose interest. 
would have favored individual membership, with 
small annual fees, and then worked to get all 
the druggists in all the States to become mem- 
hers. I am pleased with the conservatism mani- 
fested by the new association and hone that 
much good will come of the movement.” 


News of the Trade in and About Manhattan Island—Notes of Personal 
Interest—Changes and New Stores—Trade Gossip. 


Greater New York. | 
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Items of Personal Interest. 


William Hull Wickham, of McKesson & Rob- 
bins, .. has just returned from a three-weeks’ trip 
to y aine. 


Among the recent visitors to the Drug peage 
Club during . ast fortnight were F. 
Stearns and C. F. Hinchman, of Detroit. 


J. R. Martin & Co. have disposed of their retail 
drug store at 826 Fulton street, Brooklyn, owing 
to the poor health of Mr. Martin. A Mr. Wil- 
son is the purchaser. 


Low Bros., corner Boulevard and Eighty-eighth 
street, have just put in a new hot soda water ap- 
paratus which they purchased from the Low Art 
Tile Fountain Co., of Boston. 


W. C. Pumpelly, N. Y. C. P., ’99, who has 
been apothecary on the U. S. s: Sterling, has 
received an honorable discharge and is again 
attending lectures at the N. Y. C. 


C. F. Ott, a popular young eile has re- 
signed his position at the Eagle drug store, 39 
Avenue D, and has accepted a clerkship with 
Wm. F. Brandt's pharmacy, at 54 Greenwich 
avenue. 


Wm. C. Wild, Louis Eickworth, J Louis 
Hildebrandt, apothecaries on the U. S. S. Celtic, 
Texas and lowa, respectively, are now on their 
way to Manila, Us: A., with the above-named 
vessels. 


T. P. A. Kelley, formerly with Almon’s phar- 
macy, is now with Low Bros., at the corner of 
the Boulevard and Eighty- -eighth street, where 
his varied experience renders him particularly 
valuable. 


Ludwig G. B. Erb, N. Y. C. P. ’94, formerly 
at Kostka’s St ir Day at the corner of Ninth 
avenue and Forty-sixth street, has purchased 
the drug store at 2081 Madison avenue, from 
H. Rheinboldt. 


Richard Hezel has purchased the retail drug 
store owned by the estate of the late G. A. 
Newman, who died about three months ago. 
The store is located at the corner of Myrtle and 
Clermont aes in the Borough of Brooklyn. 


W. Patton, N. Y. C. P., ’98, apothecary U. S. 
S. ‘Harvard, has aed to his home, Birming- 
ham, Ala. for an indefinite period. Before leav- 
ing "the Harvard Mr. Patton received special 
mention from Captain Cotton and the surgeons. 


John J. Malloy, who has charge of the Coun- 
try Department at McKesson Robbins, was 
married on Thursday, October 27th, to Miss 
Cecilia Shirley Terry, in Brooklyn. Mr. and 
Mrs. Malloy are spending their honeymoon in 
the South. 


Herman Breiting, who has a retail drug store at 
the corner of Park avenue and 122d street, has 
just purchased the Low Brother & Co.’s phar- 
macy, at the corner of Eighty-eighth street, and 
the Boulevard, and will run it as a branch of 
his other store. 


H. Wasself, who recently sold his drug store 
at the corner of Third avenue and Sixtieth street, 
has = back to his chosen profession, having 
purchased the pharmacy at the corner of Lex- 
ington avenue and Ejighty-seventh street, from 
A. E. Bailey, the present owner. 


George A. Browne, N. Y. C. P., ’91, who lately 
opened a new store at the corner of Broadway 
and Palmetto street, Brooklyn, finds business so 
good that he has just hired another clerk, a 
Mr. Bleiden, who was formerly in the employ 
of Breitenbach’s pharmacy, on Madison avenue, 
corner of Fifty-seventh street, New York City. 


George M. Bateson, O. C. P., ’98, who came to 
this city from Lindsay, Ontario, Canada, about 
three months ago, since which time he ‘clerked 
as an assistant apothecary of the Roosevelt Ho 
pital, at the corner of Ninth avenue and Fifty- 
ninth street, is now clerking at the pharmacy 
of David Masters, Jr., at 109 Seventh avenue, 
Borough of Brooklyn. 


Arthur D. Miles, N. Y. C. P., ’98, who enlisted 
in the U. S. Navy at the breaking out of the 
war with Spain, and who was assigned to the 
U. S. S. Dorothea, has received his honorable 
discharge, and has "accepted a position as cler 
at 1... %9; meg, s pharmacy, at 102 Sixth ave- 
nue, New City. Mr. Miles was formerly 
in the ns Ag ‘i Frank Hatch, at his pharmacy 
at Rutherford, N. J. 


Prof. William Bromwell died in Port Deposit, 
Md., recently, from typhoid fever. He had been 
ill for four weeks. Professor Bromwell was a 
graduate of Johns Hopkins University and was 
connected with Pratt Institute and the Brooklyn 
College of Pharmacy, Brooklyn, for several years. 
He originally came from Binghamton, Ala. 
While at Pratt he had charge of the laboratory. 
Profesor Bromwell was on a visit to his parents 
when he became sick. 


William Haenger, who was lately clerking at 
G. J. Schaefer’s pharmacy, at 28 Bowery street, 
Newark, N. J., and at present a private in the 
First Re iment, N. J. Volunteers, was married 
Friday, Jctober 27th, to Miss Georgiana Bene- 
dict, at the Belleville Avenue Congregational 
Church, at Newark, N. J. Mr. and Mrs. Haen- 
ger are spending their honeymoon in Washing- 
ton, D. C. The Fae has just been elected 
President of the Newark Drug Clerks’ Circle. 


Stephan B. Pappazoglou, a member of the 
firm of Botu, Pappazoglou & Co. of Kezanlik, 
Bulgaria, is spending a few weeks in the United 
States. This concern manufactures the famous 
brand of Otto Rose d’Or, the United States 
agent of which is W. P. Ungerer, of 18 Cedar 
street, New York. Mr. Pappazoglou is making 
his first visit to the United States and has al- 
ready formed many friendships amongst the drug 
trade, and will probably tarry in the United 
States for a month of two. 


Miss Eleanor M. Aschenbach, who was one of 
the senior students at the New York College of 
Pharmacy during the past session, and who has 
served as one of the Red Cross nurses since the 
war with Spain commenced, being stationed at 
Old Point Comfort, Va., most > g the time, is 
now in the service of the United States, and 
has been assigned to report for duty in Porto 
Rico, for which country she sailed on Friday, 
October 7th, on the steamer Port Victor, her 
present destination being Ponce. 


Italian Pharmacists Elect Officers. 


A meeting of the recently organized 
association of Italian pharmacists was 
held at the Hotel Colombo on October 
26, some twenty members being present. 

Caswell A. Mayo, who was present in 
response to a special invitation, made a 
brief address on the benefits of organijza- 
tion, referring especially to the new move- 
ment which had resulted in the formation 
during the preceding week of a National 
Association of Retail Druggists at St. 
Louis, and urging his hearers to become 
affiliated with that organization. 

The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, David Caf- 
ferata, Ph.G.; first vice-president, Frank 
Perilli, Ph.G.; second vice-president, D. 
Di Dario; secretary, Peter A. M. Rovitti, 
Ph.G.; treasurer, Joseph Aquaro, ig 3 
Board of Trustees, J. J. Maffia, Ph.G., 
Marini, A. Cucci. 

The work of drafting a set of by-laws 
for the organization was intrusted to a 
committtee composed of Joseph Aguaro, 
Ph.G., Peter A. M. Rovitti, Ph.G., Joseph 
Di Biaso, Ph.G., Wm. Caliba. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 


TRADE DULL IN BUFFALO. 


BurraLo, Nov. 5.—The fal! trade in 
the retail drug stores is of the spasmodic 
scrt, some days being good and then 
dropping down to a low level. The 
wholesalers continue to speak of bus- 
iness as “all right,” which really means 
that this branch of business is not so 
badly cut up as the retail branch is. One 
occurrence that thas assisted the retail 
druggists is the appearance of another 
case of small-pox, the first since spring. 
Last week the steamer Wilhelm arrived 
from Lake Superior having on board 
the cook suffering from that disease. It 
came out later that the man had been 
down so long that he was not likely to 
give the disease to anyone, but the us- 
ual precautions were taken, and vaccine 
virus was a leading commodity, and is 
yet. A druggist estimates that not less 
than 1,000 points have been bought on 
the strength of this one case. 


Accused of Illegal Practice. 


An interesting court case came up last 
week, in which the innocent druggist 
came out best. The drug firm of Levin 
& Saylin, at 1387 Broadway, had occa- 
sion to sue William Schuhcraft to col- 
lect an account of $25.65, due for drugs 
and medicines used in his family. In the 
trial, the defendant declared that the 
druggists had set up as doctors and pre- 
scribed for the defendant’s sick child, 
that they had no license as physicians, 
and that through their “ignorance and 
improper treatment” the child had died. 
The druggists strenuously denied the 
charge, and maintained with so much 
apparent truth that they had never pre- 
scribed for the child that the court threw 
out the claim and decided in favor of the 
druggists. All of which goes to show 
that druggists should be careful not to 
exceed their legal bounds. 


Represented at St. Louis. 


St. Louis did capture more than one of 
our druggists after all. The local trade as 
a rule did not think the druggists’ conven- 
tion there of sufficient importance to war- 
rant a trip so far, but the County Associa- 
tion concluded at the last moment to send 
two delegates, and President Reimann 
and Thomas Stoddart were selected to 
represent it in the retail meeting. David 
M. Cowan, of the wholesale firm of 
Plimpton, Cowan & Co., has gone to at- 
tend the convention of wholesalers. 


A Warm Meeting. 


The meeting of the County Association, 
for the purpose of selecting representa- 
tives to the retailers’ convention, grew a 
trifle warm before it came to a close. 
Somebody raised the question of sticking 
to one’s own side of the house and it 
was charged that more than one firm that 
does a more or less general wholesale 
business was selling at wholesale in some 
instances and merely charging retail 
prices, thus becoming the worst sort of 
competitors of their regular customers. 
Some of the accused were present and re- 
plied to the charge with what grace they 
could. It appears that nobody was really 
very wrathy about the matter and no 
action was taken, though it is likely that 
there was some thought of it when the 
discussion was started. 


Burglars in Stoddart’s Store. 


The sensation of the month is the bur- 
glarizing of the big drug store of Stod- 
dart Bros., on Seneca street, and the neat 
job of opening the safe, out of which 
some $500 in money and anything else 
that the cracksmen wanted were taken. 
So far the police are in total darkness in 
regard to the affair. The job was one 
of the slickest on record, for no explos- 
ives were used, the work being done by 
means of a small hole drilled through the 
door near the combination and through 
this loosening the fastening with a wire. 
The police say that they are sure there 
are no safe men in Buffalo that could do 
such a job and it is not common for trav- 
eling experts to stop off here, as the city 
is too well watched. 


Drug Bowling Club Organized in 


Rochester. 


RocuEstTER, Nov. 5.—About twenty 
druggists met in the Common Council 
Chamber, on October 28th, and organ- 
rie the “Rochester Druggists’ Bowling 

ab.” 

The primary object of the club is to 
“promote a good brotherly feeling 
among the resident druggists.” We have 
not held very close together in the past; 
and, in fact, until the cut-rate war began 
there was considerable jealousy among 
us, though that has nearly disappeared. 
It is pleasant to note that as circum- 
stances have arisen which have de- 
manded that unity of purpose and ac- 
tion, we always have been found shoul- 
der to shoulder. Past follies have been 
forgotten, and each one has apparently 
resolved to make the relation existing 
between himself and fellow druggists 
more harmonious. 

An agreeable rumor is afloat to the ef- 
fect that another bowling club will be 
formed by the drug clerks. It is earnest- 
ly hoped that the report is true, for the 
clerks have no organization whatsoever. 
Besides developing a more sociable feel- 
ing, it would add considerable zest to the 
winter’s sport, the club already organ- 
ized being composed almost entirely of 
proprietors. 

The club will roll every Friday even- 
ing at Abersold’s alley, in East Main 
street. A list of the officers and the per- 
sonnel of the club follows: F. L. Hew- 
ett, president; J. A. Vanderbilt, vice- 
president; J. F. Nagle, recording secre- 
tary; B. M. Hyde, treasurer; Oscar Lutt, 
first captain; B. M. Hyde, second cap- 
tain; George Zimmerman, third captain; 
A. C. Dempsey, Curtis H. Haskin, H. 
B. Guilford, John Esterheld, J. A. Burk- 
ard, F. H. Estelle, F. J. Golden, Geo. J. 
Goetzman, George Hahn, R. J. Strasen- 
burgh. 


ROCHESTER AND VICINITY. 


Henry Arnan, who formerly conducted a drug 
store, can now be found at Dewey’s pharmacy 
in Monroe avenue. 


Burglars entered the drug store of C. B. Bow- 
man & Son, at Palmyra, Sunday night, October 
23, and secured considerable booty. 


Alvin H. Dewey has some doubt as to the suc- 
cess of the N. A. R. D., but says, ‘Let the or- 
ganization go on, and I will do whatever I can 
to further its interests.” 


The drug stock of A. B. Bishop, of Warsaw, 
who failed two or three months ago, was pur- 
chased recently by Elmer E. Rowe. The man- 
agement of the store has been entrusted to H. 
L. Burr. 


N. Barrowclough considers the action taken by 
the N. A. R. D. as a rattling good thing, and 
says he has long believed the only salvation for 
the retail druggists was to form some sort of a 
national organization. 


Jay C. D. Curtiss seemed very enthusiastic 
over the probable outcome of the St. Louis con- 
vention, and believes the proprietors of patent 
medicines will eventually be compelled to comply 
with the wishes of the retailers. 


The plan adopted by the retailers at St. Louis 
finds warm supporters in the Paine Drug Co. 
Mr. Clarence D. Van Zandt, a member of the 
firm, said, ‘‘We are heart and soul for it, and will 
do our part to make it a success.” 


Curtis H. Haskin, treasurer of the State Board 
of Pharmacy, considers the effecting of a na- 
tional organization the first step toward success, 
and thinks if the retailers will only be loyal to 
the N. A. R. D. that the old-time problems of 
the drug trade are solved. 


Louis Klenzing is very skeptical in regard to 
druggists’ organizations. He has joined so many 
and spent so much money in one scheme and 
another, that he now desires to wait and see the 
promised results before he cares to lend a help- 
ing hand. 


Charles Blauw, senior member of the firm of 
E. H. Davis & Co., has returned from St. Louis, 
where he attended the meeting of the National 
Wholesale Druggists’ Association. Mr. Blauw 
pronounces the wholesaler’s meeting a “grand 
success.” He said further: “The general opin- 


‘ion among those in attendance was that it was 


a good thing for the retailers to get together.” 
Mr. Blauw is a firm believer in organization, 
and hopes the retailers will band together 
throughout the country and become a strong 
body. 

Geo. C. Kelsey is the only member of the local 
naval division who died in the service during 
the war with Spain. For three years previous 
to his enlistment, he was in the employ of R. 
J. Strassenburgh, the pharmacist of West ave- 
nue, this city. He joined the Rochester Naval 
Reserve at the outbreak of the war, and was 
soon transferred to the hospital corps. While 
performing service in this corps he was stricken 
with typhoid fever and died on October 14th at 
the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Va. His remains 
were brought to Rochester and there interred 
with full military honors by the local reserve 
and volunteers. His early death is much de- 
plored, as he was a young man of unusually 
bright promise. 


STATE NOTES. 


Mr. Baldwin, of Ames & Baldwin, Glens Falls, 
has just returned from a Western trip. 


R. M. Cole, a prominent druggist of Glens 
Falls, has gone for an extended trip to Washing- 
ton and New York. 


R. S. Hall, employed by Ferris & Viele, in 
Glens Falls, has returned from camp, where he 
served as a volunteer. He has resumed his 
former position. 


Mr. Viele, of Ferris & Viele, Glens Falls drug- 
gists, when out on a business trip in the Adi- 
rondacks took a day off and brought home a 
fine deer as a result of his marksmanship. 


MASSACHU SET TS. 


The Druggists’ Association Meet 
and Dine. 


LOOKING AFTER LIQUOR SALES 
REGISTRATION. 


Boston, Nov. 5.—The meetings of the 
Boston Druggists’ Association were 
again resumed on the evening of October 
25th, at Young’s Hotel, with a fair at- 
tendance. The guests of the evening 
were Samuel B. H. Bravo, of Jamaica, 
B. W. I., and Hon. Sewell C. Cobb, of 
Florida. 

Inspecting Liquor Registration Books. 


The Board of Registration in Pharma- 
cy, through its agent, T. H. Harris, is 
inspecting the books in which liquor 
sales are recorded. In one or two in- 
stances very large numbers of sales have 
been noted, far in excess of what the 
board deems legitimate. 
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The Board of Pharmacy on October 
4, expressed their confidence in the 
old officers of the Board by re-electing 
President Whitney and Secretary Larra- 
bee. The term of Freeman H. Butler, 
Ph.G., of Lowell, expired this year, and 
there was a lively contest for the position, 
but Mr. Butler finally received the ap- 
pointment. 


Annual Report. 


The annual report, which has just been 
issued by the Board, shows that thirty- 
nine examinations have been given dur- 
ing the year. Upon the enforcement of 
the Pharmacy law 24 hearings have been 
held; upon the granting of liquor licenses 
there have been 117 hearings. Only 94 
of the 518 applicants examined were reg- 
istered. 

In the enforcement of the Pharmacy law 
during the year, many attempts have been 
made to induce the Board to recede from 
its action of suspending or revoking certi- 
ficates of registration in pharmacy, as re- 
quired by law. Certificates entirely re- 
voked numbered eight; those suspended 
for one year, three; for six months, two; 
for three months, one, and four cases 
were placed on file. The Board’s agent 
made 26 formal complaints, and there 
were 56 informal complaints noted, re- 
corded and investigated. While the Board 
sometimes failed to accomplish the revok- 
ing of a certificate, owing to technical 
grounds which protected the holder, it is 
felt that much moral good resulted from 
the attempt. 

In the year the Board has received 1,315 
applications for liquor certificates. Of 
this number 1,114 have been granted, 184 
refused and 12 withdrawn. In 52 instances 
holders of licenses who have failed to 
keep a record of their liquor sales have 
been warned that a second offence would 
cause the revoking of the license. 

But two violations of the poison law 
have been found during the year. 


BOSTON NOTES, 


Joseph Butler, of Portland, Me., was in town 
a few days ago ona business trip. 


An unsuccessful attempt was recently made by 
some undiscovered person to shoot George 
Parsons, a chemist of Wilmington. 


A. A. Burnham, Ph.G., Dudley street, Rox- 
bury, was recently tendered a banquet by his 
friends, just prior to his leaving for an extended 
vacation in California. 


B. O. & G. C. Wilson have long been identified 
with Merchants’ Row, but have recently changed 
to a new location, and are open for business at 
14 Milk street, where they occupy a store and 
basement. 


At the last dinner of the Merchants’ Club, 
Hon. Gorham D. Gilman, of Gilman Bros., was 
one of the special guests. After dinner he en- 
tertained the members for an hour with stereop- 
ticon views taken in the Hawaiian Islands, to- 
— with an admirable description of the life 
there. 


The term work is progressing favorably at the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy. The new 
course in bacteriology has just been started and 
is proving a popular departure. About a dozen 
students are pursuing this study and some of the 
ex-graduates have signified their intention of 
taking up this work. 


NEW ENGLAND NOTES. 


Albert H. Eayers will succeed Edward Carol 
at Woolsey Square, Jamaica Plains. 


James W. Tufts has put in a fine fountain 
in the store occupied by John L. McGown, 
Brookline. 

Henry Thayer & Sons, of Cambridge, are 
soon to increase their facilities in their crude 
drug department. 


C. E. George, formerly located in East 


Boston, has opened a new drug store in Dorches- 
. The fountain was supplied by James W. 
ults. 


Business in the soda fountain trade still holds 
good. James \W. Tufts reports large orders for 
hot apparatus. ‘The sales in silverware have also 
been satisfactory. 


An attractive fountain, the design of James W. 
Tufts, has been shipped to the new store in 
Everett, near the Malden line. The proprietor, 
H. P. Chi Ids, was formerly in business in Dor- 
chester. 


W. A. Gregg is clerking for Mr. Claflin at 
his Watertown store, but expects soon to be 
transferred to Mr. Cilaflin’s other store at Cam- 
bridge. Mr. Gregg expects to complete his 
course of studies at the M. >, next spring. 


An attractive wedding occurred on Hunting- 
ton avenue, October 25th, at Elysium Club Hail, 
when D. Wallace Rintels s, of the firm of Walker, 

Rintels & Co., having stores on Boylston street, 
aes on Summer strect, was married to Miss 
Etta Barnet, of Boston. 


James Daley, who served as apothecary on the 
Marblehead, has been visiting his friends in Law- 
rence, and brought with him as souvenirs of the 
famous naval battle, shells taken from two of 
the Spanish ships. These he has presented to 
John L. Forest, a druggist of that city, who has 
exhibited them in his window, where they are 
attracting much attention. 


Hon. Gorham D. Gilman, of Gilman Bros., 
finds his services greatly in demand as an after- 
dinner speaker. Among the many clubs before 
which he has spoken is the New England So- 
ciety of California Pioneers, who were much 
pl leased with his speech and pictures of Hawaii. 
also lectured on the same subject before the 

Cambridge Citizens’ Trade Association, much 
to the enjoyment of his hearers. 


The New England Section of the American 
Chemical Society held its first winter_meeting 
at the American House, recently. A. D. Littie 
had an interesting paper on “Recent Develop- 
ments of Electro Chemistry.” Sixty members 
were present. The following officers for the en- 
suing year were elected: President, A. A. Noyes, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; vice- 
president, L. P. Kinnicutt, Worcester; treas- 
urer, B. F. Davenport, M. D..3 secretary, 
Ww. R. W hitney, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology; Executive Committee, H. Carmichael, A. 
D. Little, J. W. Loveland, of Cambridgeport, 
Fred W. Morse of Durham, N. H., and 4 rs 
Sylvester, of Harvard. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Politics Among the Quakers. 


PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 5.—It seems that 
the spirit of politics has entered into the 
drug trade as well as in similar organiza- 
tions, and many of the retail druggists 
of this city devote considerable time to 
the elections. Some of them have a po- 
litical bee in their bonnets and are run- 
ning for positions, but they are of a 
minor nature. In our city councils here 
there are several leading retail druggists 
who are noted among the shining lights, 
and it is thought that if they continue 
to grow in favor they will win greater 
laurels before long. While there are 
some druggists who are devoting consid- 
erable time to the welfare of the coun- 
try, there are many others who are find- 
ing time to have plans prepared for a 
number of alterations to their properties, 
and it is stated that there has not been 
a fall for many years in which there were 
so many improvements being made as 
there are now. These changes, for the 
most part, consist of the enlarging of 
the stores, while in some cases the whole 
interiors have been turned out and new 
fixtures are being placed. Soda water 
fountains of a large size are also pre- 
pared, and there is hardly a store of any 
prominence that does not now sell this 
enticing beverage. 


College Opens Well Attended. 


The fall term of the College of Pharma- 
cy is now in full blast. On October 11 the 
first social meeting of the students was 
given by the college, and they had a huge 
time. Many of the students were accom- 
panied by ladies and after the pouremene 
—singing, recitations, etc.—had been 
complied with, refreshments were served 
and the evening’s pleasure wound up with 
a dance. The students of this year’s class 
are making an effort to equip a gymnas- 
ium so that this college may be heard 
from in regard to athletics. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


R. H. Lackey has returned from a pleasant 
visit to Boston. 


_R. M. Lanius has opened a new store at 1470 
North Fifty-second street. 


H. Martin, representing L. R. Stewart & Co., 
Aberdeen, Scotiand, is in town. 


W. Harrigan has opened a new store at 
Twenty-second and Wharton streets. 


F. M. Apple, Seventeenth and York streets, 
has gone to Florida for a little vacation. 


Wilbur S. Fry has sold his drug store at Six- 
teenth and Morris streets to Mr. Chalfonte. 


A. P. Troxel, of Bath, has bought out the 
Lang estate pharmacy, of Egg Dye fame, at Lan- 
caster. 


Robert McNeil, Howard and York streets, is 
making extensive alterations to his already beau- 
tiful store. 


Christopher Petzelt, a popular druggist, at 80 
McKean street, died of cancer on October 16th, 
age 48 years. 


Peter P. Fox, Seventy-third and Woodland 
avenue; has moved into his new store at the 
above address. 


Dr. Alleman, of Lancaster, has bought a store 
of Dr. H. D. Strickter, at Germantown avenue 


and Cambria street. 
* 


F. D. Feairheller, formerly located at 2410 
North Sixteenth street, is now a hospital steward 
and stationed at Tampa, Fla. 


Wm. J. Shaeffer, Susquehanna avenue and 
Gaul street, has just returned from a trip from 
the mountains of Pennsylvania. 


J. Albert Roody has purchased the drug store 
at Ninth and Locust streets, which for some 
time past has been conducted by the Weber 
Drug Co. 


J. E. Reading, baie many years head clerk of 
Smyser’s drug store, Fortieth and Lancaster ave- 
nue, has opened a new store at Fifty-fifth and 
Lancaste# avenue. 


Edward Mitchel has been mustered out of ser- 
vice with the Sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers and 
will resume his old position with E. R. Gatchel, 
1000 Spring Garden street. 


Dr. J. H. B.. Amick has sold his store at 
Thirteenth and Diamond streets to Mr. McFet- 
ters, who for some time past has been connected 
with the Broad street pharmacy. 


Thomas McFadden, of Twentieth and Dickin- 
son streets, has returned from an extended tour 
through the West, he visiting St. Paul, the 
Omaha Exposition and Chicago. 


J. A. Eberly, Twenty-sixth and Columbia, and 
Robert McNeil, Howard and York, attended the 
Knights Templar conclave in Pittsburg and, from 
all accounts, had a delightful visit. 


Several new drug stores have been opened in 
West Philadelphia recently in the new Hadding- 
ton district, embracing that section between 
Market street and Girard avenue. 


Some of the druggists along the line of parade 
on Broad street expected to reap a harvest reni- 
ing their windows for the jubilee. All of them 
were on the alert for the possibilities of the oc- 
casion. 


Mr. Yakle, ss Norristown, will shortly open a 
new drug store at Twenty-ninth and Cumber- 
land streets. The work of fitting up this store is 
now progressing. It will be equipped with all 
modern appliances. 
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The jobbers seem to take very little interest in 
the proposed Witch Hazel combine, believing it 
cannot amount to much, as comparatively small 
capital is required to start an independent con- 
cern in the field in opposition and thereby pre- 
vent a material increase of price. 


R. S. Doake, Fifteenth and South streets, 
whose building adjoined the three stores which 
were recently destroyed by the explosion of gas- 
oline, has had his store completely refinished 
and among the improvements is a magnificent 
ceiling which should be seen to be appreciated. 
Mr. Doake is thankful he is alive, as five persons 
were killed next door by the explosion. 


Robert McNeil, of Howard and York streets, 
has made a number of alterations and changes to 
his store, that makes it once of the handsomest 
in this section of the city. He has removed all 
the dark walls and the exterior is practically 
nothing but fine plate glass. He has had a new 
steel ceiling put in, besides a large and attractive 
fountain. Considerable attention has also been 
paid to the lighting fixtures. 


William B. Burk & Co., the well-known sponge 
firm of this city, received a few days ago a green 
loofa which was raised in New Jersey. It is four- 
teen inches in length and it was stated that there 
are others on the vine that are longer than this. 
This loofa was raised from some seeds given by 
Mr. Burk to a New Jersey gentleman and it is 
stated that if it proves a success more will be 
planted next year and perhaps the loofa industry 
will be developed in this section of the country. 


George M. Beringer, one of the most enter- 
prising druggists of Camden, has just about 
completed alterations to his drug store at Fifth 
and Federal streets, which makes it one of the 
handsomest in the city. He enlarged the build- 
ing so that he has five more feet on the front as 
well as a considerably larger space in the rear. 
The interior is handsomely fitted up and superbly 
lighted. The floor is of Mosaic tile and the soda 
fountain is in keeping with the rest of the im- 
provements of the store. 


A meeting of the members of the Philadelphia 
Wholesale Drug Co. was held at Handel and 
Hayden Hall, on October 13, and it was de- 
cided to terminate the present partnership on 
May 1, next, and Jas. Buckman, R. C. Brodie 
and A. T. Pollard were appointed liquidating 
trustees. A committee consisting of Jas. Buck- 
man, D. Ross, Wm. McIntyre, R. H. Lackey 
and C. W. Warrington was appointed to formu- 
late plans looking to a reorganization of the 
company for another term of five years. The 
meeting was well attended, enthusiastic and har- 
monious in character. 


OHIO. 


The'End of the Prendergast Black- 
mail Suit. 


A SAD AND SUDDEN DEATH. 


Fighting Commissioner Blackburn. 

CincinnaTI, O., Nov. 5.—There is a 
desperate fight on in Ohio to defeat 
Dairy and Food Commissioner Black- 
burn, who is the Republican nominee 
for re-election. The State is normally 
Republican, but the enemies of Black- 
burn hope to bring about his defeat, and 
they are working hard to accomplish 
that end. 

The principal opposition to Mr. Black- 
burn comes from the Ohio Dairy Union, 
which has its headquarters at Cleveland, 
O. The members of that organization 
openly denounce his methods while in 
that position, and have issued a _ vast 
amount of literature and circulars call- 
ing upon farmers and dairymen to knife 
Blackburn and vote for John Baker, the 
Democratic nominee. This organization 
has had a committee investigating the 
incumbent’s term of office. They con- 
tend that a large number of abuses of 
official power exist in the Dairy and Food 
Department. It is also claimed by them 
that this move is non-partisan and for the 
highest good of the dairy interests in the 
State. 


Probably Dr. J. W. Prendergast, ex- 
Health Officer of Cincinnati, who was 
charged with trying to blackmail the 
Fraser Tablet Company, of New York, 
will never be tried in court. The indict- 
ment against Prendergast was returned 
on evidence of Mr. Fraser and his em- 
ployes and Pinkerton detectives. When 
the matter first came to light Prendergast 
fled to Canada, where he remained for a 
long time. Dr. Limerick, who was joint- 
ly indicted with Prendergast, was tried 
and convicted of blackmail. He was 
granted a new trial, however, but that has 
never been held. When Limerick was 
granted a new trial Prendergast returned 
to Cincinnati and expressed his willing- 
ness to stand trial. 

A letter has been received by County 
Prosecutor Schwartz from Col. 
Campbell, the well-known attorney, in 
which he says that Mr. Fraser does not 
feel like standing the expense of coming 
to Cincinnati again to attend the trial of 
Dr. Prendergast. The letter stated that 
Mr. Fraser and his employes would not 
come here unless they are guaranteed 
their expenses. It is needless to add that 
this will not be done. The procuring of 
an indictment and the trial of Dr. Lime- 
rick, the alleged accomplice of Dr. Pren- 
dergast, cost Mr. Fraser a snug sum, and 
he does not feel like incurring the same 
expense again. He does not want to be 
revenged on the accused. He has been 
wronged, but he believes that he placed 
himself in the right light before the public 
by the exposure of the rascality. He 
thinks that the accused has been punished 
sufficiently and as he has some afflictions 
in his family, Mr. Fraser does not want 
to be placed in the attitude of revenging 
himself on the man, nor does he seek to 
recover any money from him. In addi- 
tion to the above it would be extremely 
difficult now to find the detectives who 
did the work in the cases. They have left 
the employ of Pinkerton and he does not 
know what has become of them. The 
same is true of the Limerick case. Prose- 
cutor Schwartz submitted the letter to 
Judge Smith and will present the case 
formally some time soon. It is probable 
that a nolle will be recommended. 


Mr. Baumann Dies After Undergoing an 
Operation. 


The sad fate of William Baumann, a 
young drug clerk in the employ of Dr. 
Edward Heinemann, of Liberty and Elm 
streets, is creating no end of talk in that 
section of the city, where he was excep- 
tionally well known, and about his home 
on Clifton avenue. A short time ago 
Young Baumann, in the pink of health in 
every particular, except a comparatively 
slight hernia, went to the German Dea- 
coness’ Hospital, on Liberty street, with 
the intention of submitting to an opera- 
tion. Yesterday afternoon his remains 
were laid to rest in the Vine Street Hill 
Cemetery, after touching and appropriate 
services at his late home. He died late 
Saturday night. The operation had been 
pronounced a great success. The death 
certificate accredited his death to pneu- 
monia. Certain peculiar features connect- 
ed with the case have led to an inquiry 
among his friends. Baumann, who was 22 
years old, had been in the employ of Dr. 
Heinemann for five years and in that time 
by reason of his extraordinary high stan- 
dard of character and close application to 
business, had become almost invaluable 
to the doctor and was treated as a brother. 
When his affliction first made itself mani- 
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fest it worried Baumann, and he consult- 
ed a number of physicians who called at 
the drug store. He decided to have the 
trouble removed by an operation, though 
his friends advised against it, assuring him 
that the trouble was not serious and that 
it was not likely to give any annoyance of 
a serious nature. He had decided to have 
the operation performed, however, and no 
one could make him change his mind. Dr. 
Seth Evans was selected for the task. He 
performed the operation and the patient 
seemed to rally. A short time later, though, 
he showed evidence of a rapid decline and 
his death followed 24 hours later. Bau- 
mann was one of the most popular young 
pharmacists in the city. 


HEARD ABOUT TOWN. 


Foertmeyer’s pharmacy is again at Sixth and 
Central avenue. 


W._F. Ford is clerking at DeLang’s at Fourth 
and Broadway. 


W. M. Puckett, of Hilton, W. Va., was in 
town last week. 


J. Charles Hall, of this city, has charge of a 
pharmacy at Leesburg, Fla. 


M. C. Dow’s four stores are bristling with 
choice presents for the holidays. 


Mrs. Sarah Martin has accepted the position 
of druggist at Christ’s Hospital. 


The_ Franklin pharmacy is on Central avenue 
gow Seventh. It was formerly at the corner of 
ixth, 


Bertram, Ruetter & Co. is a new drug firm at 
Brookville, Ky. The firm has purchased a large 
stock of goods. 


The store of Joseph H. Martin, at Winchester, 
Ky., was recently damaged by fire. The loss 
will be considerable. 


Dr. Otto Deickman, a graduate of the Cin- 
cinnati College of Pharmacy, is on his way 
home from Germany. 


J. A. Judy, the well-known pharmacist at Dry 
Ridge, Ky., has sold out his store and he will 
engage in other business. 


Harry Streithorst, who recently opened the 
new pharmacy at Sixth and Smith streets is do- 
ing a rattling good business. 


The last meeting of the Ohio Board of Phar- 
macy was held at Columbus, O., October 11th. 
A large class was examined. 


Miss Marie Kusnick, who graduated at, the 
Cincinnati College of Pharmacy, is visiting 
friends and relatives at Sidney, O. 


Cincinnati College of Pharmacy is on the 
boom. There are twice as many students at the 
institution as were there last year. 


John Ullrich, the clever druggist -of Aurora, 
Ind., is the Democratic candidate for county 
clerk of Dearborn County. He expects to win. 


Irving Hills, who has charge of the cigar de- 
partment for the Stein-Vogeler Company, has the 
sympathy of a host of friends over the death of 
an infant son. 


H. B. Moore, a leading druggist of Ronce- 
verte, W. Va., and C. E. Herbert and wife of 
Madison, Ind., were among those who took in 
the Grand Army Encampment. 


Prof. Charles T. P. Fennel has just laid in a 
large stock of microscopes for use of the stu- 
dents at the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy. 
They are of the simple kind. 


Miss Kate Kreiger, Ph.G., is now a graduate 
of the Cincinnati College of Medicine, and Sur- 
gery. She is now the proprietress of the drug 
store at Vine and Court streets. 


Edward P. Dehner, who recently went on the 
road for the Mulford Tablet Company, was not 
in love with traveling and he is now again behind 
the counter at Weatherhead’s pharmacy. 


Joseph Lambert, who at one time was one of 
the wealthiest druggists of Cincinnati, is now 
clerking for Alfred De Lang. Lambert got 
tangled up with some slow horses and that is 
the reason he is clerking again. 
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C. C. Metcalfe, of Walton, Ky., has returned 
to the city from Denver, Col., where he has 
been visiting for quite a while. He was much 
benefited by the Colorado climate. 


Uthe & Blatz, proprietors of the West House 
pharmacy, Sandusky, O., have been succeeded 
by Uthe & Hiltz. Mr. Hiltz is a graduate of 
the New York College of Pharmacy, and has 
been in the employ of the old firm for two years. 


A correspondent writes: “I saw a quack 
doctor in a drug store here to-day; he had six 
five-dollar gold pieces down the front of his coat 
for buttons and two on the back. I cannot say 
if this was intended for an advertisement or to 
signify that he had money to burn, or that he 
had no use for the theories of Col. Wm. Jen- 
nings Bryan.” 


INDIANAPOLIS ITEMS. 


L. S. Stockman, 500 North Illinois street, 
has not been troubled with burglars since he 
shot the last one with a hatchet. 


Ed. Houshour, 2134 College avenue, says he 
has no time to teach his 27-pound Tomcat any 
new tricks, as the rush of business keeps him 
constantly employed, hasn’t time to take a long 
breath. 


M. I. Ribble, way down on Shelby street, 
says that the quinine trade is nothing this year, 
but salol, phenacetin, acetanilid and other coal 
tar products are in good demand as _ fever 
quellers and cold killers. 


Dr. Jobes, 901 Indiana avenue, has bought 
the property he occupies. The doctor is one of 
the best informed and most level-headed men 
in the business, and is well worthy the suc- 
cess he has achieved. 


Jas. W. Bryan, who sold his Union Station 
drug store to Claude Fields, and said he “‘would 
take a long-needed rest,” has purchased a lot 
opposite Woodruff Place, and is going to build 
the most modern pharmacy ever erected. 


W. H. Stocker, 944 East Washington street, 
Indianapolis, is hard at it working up_senti- 
ment for a new pharmacy law. Art. Timber- 
lake, the able secretary of the I. P. A., is 
pulling every wire for the same purpose. It 
does look now as though Indiana would have 
a law, and a good one at that. 


The cutters here do not seem to flourish as 
they once did. People soon find out that 
“cheap” medicine is “cheap” for a fact, and 
second-class drugs are not to be relied on. 
When it comes to cheap patents, why they are 
like “‘cheap John’s” razors that he sold “six 
for one dollar.” A purchaser brought them 
back, saying: “These razors won't shave.” 
“They’re not made to shave,” said John, “they 
are made to sell.” 


There is a mild telephone war on here. The 
new company offers business "phones for $40 
a year and better service than the old com- 
pany is now charging $60 and $72 a year for. 
A great effort has been made by the old com- 
pany to secure all the druggists on a five-year 
subscription, but the boys were not easily 
caught. The new company will begin business 
about 1899 with more subscribers than the old 
company ever had. 


George W. Sloan, of Indianapolis, celebrated 
his fiftieth anniversary of business life on Oc- 
tober 19th, by turning his soda fountain over 
to the managers of the orphan asylum. The 
ladies were kept on the keen jump all day, and 
made quite a nice little sum for a worthy char- 
ity. George was congratulated many times dur- 
ing the day, and if he had accepted half the 
invitations to “have one with me” he would 
have been fuller than a balloon and fully as 
large. Just fifty years ago he commenced to 
work for Mr. Craighead, on the same premises 
where he is now the sole proprietor. Long may 
he continue. 


Said a bewitchingly bright and beautiful belle 
to a Washington street drug clerk: “Why do 
not you drug clerks get married?” The young 
man was embarrassed, he hemmed and hawed 
once or twice, finally saying, “‘Candidly, the 
salary paid drug clerks 1s never sufficient to 
support a wife.” ‘“‘Well,’”’ said the belle, “‘I’d 
get into some other line of business.” The 
clerk thought real hard; he gave up his posi- 
tion in the drug store, entered a real estate and 
insurance office; developed into a first-class 
trader; soon had an office of his own; he and 
the b. b. and b. b. were married last month, 
and he installed her in a house of his own, 
made from his first year’s profits in real estate. 
The moral is obvious. 


Our “Extra.” 


The AMERICAN DruacistT has issued an 
extra number devoted to the Baltimore 


meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, containing the proceedings 
and the various papers read before the 
Association, together with cuts of local 
objects and pictures of officers. The 
“extra” has been’ very generally 
mailed to the trade, and _ supplies 
very completely the demand for a report 
of the meeting of the A. Ph. A.—Cali- 
fornia Druggist. 


MICHIGAN. 


New Pharmacists Registered. 


Detroit, Micu., Nov. 4.—The State 
Board of Pharmacy completed its two 
days’ session at Lansing, Mich., this 
week and decided to meet in Detroit in 
January, Grand Rapids in March, Star 
Island in June, Houghton in August and 
Lansing in November, 1899. There were 
fifty-seven candidates for certificates, and 
out of this number the following were 
successful: 


Registered pharmacists—L. C. Bull, Jonesville; 

E. D. Benjamin, H. E. Douglas, B. L. Hayden 
and W. N. Salisbury, Ann Arbor; J. G. on 
and Mary Viertle, Detroit; Rk. F. Graves, Plain- 
well; J. M. Lemon, Alma; C. L. Smith,’ Galien; 
M. C. Schrauder, Grand Rapids; N. J. Freitz. 
Saginaw; W. E. Turner, Clifford. 
_ Assistant pharmacists—C. E. Harris, Big Rap- 
ids; W. P. Harris, Muskegon; J. M. Caraiok, 
Grand Rapids; J. C. Stransbough, Hastings; A. 
F. Vickery, Charlotte; F. Wren, Big Rapids. 


Trade Increasing 


Druggists report a steadily increasing 
trade, the increase in capital and consoli- 
dation of one or two big firms here, en- 
abling them to reach out farther and 
grasp trade in more remote vicinities. 
Country dealers in large numbers have 
been in the city and liberal orders were 
left. Mail orders and orders from travel- 
ing salesmen have been most satisfactory 
in the majority of cases. Collections are 
a little poor. Local retailers are not very 
busy behind the prescription counters, as 
Detroit is in an absurdly healthy con- 
dition at present. However, with the 
coming of fall will come the natural in- 
crease in work for physicians and the 
trade expects a livening up in this de- 
partment. The hot soda apparatus has 
made its appearance, but at present there 
is not much use for either the hot or cold 
drink. 


NEWS NOTES, 


Clifton H. Briggs has been elected to the 
Parke, Davis & Co. fellowship in the University 
of Michigan. The income from the fellowship is 
$500 per year. He will devote his energies to 
special researches. 


H. J. Hunkel, a graduate of the Wisconsin 
University in ’97, has been elected to the Stearns 
Fellowship. This fellowship was established by 
the Frederick Stearns Co., of Detroit, for the 
purpose of encouraging scientific research in 
drugs, and is now in its fourth year. Profs. 
—-- and Stevens have charge of the 
work. 


Thorpe, Conely & Co., manufacturers of drugs 
at the corner of Twenty-fourth and River streets, 
Detroit, have filed a chattel mortgage for $3,022, 
running to Frederick J. McMurtrie, for the bene- 
fit of creditors. The largest item is a note to the 
State Savings Bank, of Detroit, for $1,650. The 
firm also filed a bill of sale covering a part of the 
manufactured stock on hand and the plant. 


Samuel A. Orth, aged 30, of the firm of An- 
derson & Orth, druggists at Midland, was found 
in his store in a comatose condition, resulting 
from an overdose of chloranodyne, taken the 
evening previous for a stomach trouble. After 
the doctors had worked over him all day he re- 
vived enough to say that he had taken a tea- 
spoonful dose. He then relapsed into uncon- 
sciousness, and died about four o’clock the next 
morning. 


A Detroit broker recently imported a quantity 
of phenacetine and similar coal-tar products, and 
the customs authorities held it until he could 
obtain a decision from the Treasury Department 
as to whether these drugs, if imported at whole- 
sale, would be subject to the war tax, which 
would have amounted to 30 cents a pound. Sec- 
retary Gage decided that this is purely an inter- 
nal revenue matter, and the war tax on drugs 
need not be paid on their importation. The 
stamps must be placed upon the packages, how- 
ever, before the drugs can be offered for sale. 


M. A. Engle, a druggist at Hartford, was con- 
victed some time ago of selling beer in Van 
Buren County, where local option prevails. He 
appealed to the Supreme Court and has been 
granted a new trial. This reversal was due to the 
fact that after the jury had been out all night 
and failed to agree, the circuit judge gave them 
some advice as to the way to reach an agreement, 
and told them to retire again and try a new 
plan, which was to endeavor to be persuaded 
rather than try to persuade others. The Supreme 
Court said this was an error, inasmuch as it ren- 
dered it impossible for each juror to return his 
individual verdict, and doubtless led to the mi- 
nority yielding its honest | ge eg to the ma- 
jority, which was evidenced by the fact that the 
jury recommended the defendant to the mercy 
of the court. 


ILLINOIS. 
The Slot Telephones Illegal? 
A DRUGGIST CANDIDATE. 
Mist the Slot Telephone Go? 


The slot telephone question has again 
“bobbed up serenely” in Chicago, but as 
to whether the much-abused machine is 
doomed or whether the agitation will 
only increase its demand and popularity, 
time only will tell. Most druggists af- 
firm their satisfaction with the slot ma- 
chine, and look with dismay into a pos- 
sible future that brings back the old sys- 
tem with its infringing “free lunchers”’ be- 
sieging the ’phone from opening hours 
until nightfall. Should the company be 
compelled to remove the slot machines, 
they will simply take them out, and the 
druggists will be where they were be- 
fore, compelled to pay $150 per year for 
a miserable excuse of a ’phone, with the 
consequent dissatisfaction and_ tireless 
mob of free users. 


A Druggist Candidate. 


One of our veteran druggists, Mr. Al- 
bert E. Ebert, who has been allied with 
the drug trade for the last twenty-five 
years, is a candidate for representative 
in the State Legislature on the Republi- 
can ticket, and is heartily supported by 
the leading druggists of the city. Mr. 
Ebert enjoys an enviable business repu- 
tation for fair dealing and uprightness, 
and is justly deserving the trust of the 
people. — 


The Bowlers. 


Below is the score of the games 
rolled on October 4th. The following 
ladies were in the gallery and appeared 
to enjoy the sport: Mrs. Geo. R. Baker, 
Mrs. C. A. Storer, Mrs. John F. Mat- 
thes, Miss Ella Mish, Mrs. John Blocki 
and daughter and Miss Goodwin. 


First. Second. Third. 
7 174 167 





AMES: casuvsbenassaenckeane 173 

ET ncccunaesestosasceue 175 158 173 
ee ee 125 126 148 
SEEN cubavwsessucbsuenoane 91 165 110 
SPIRO css aucscn sesh sande 129 105 151 
Fechter .. 135 108 122 
ee Pee ..160 171 165 
Armstrong . 160 159 171 
EEE cnwuesivnchoonseenes 110 98 139 
SIEMPRE 5 snucscuavennnddnen 153 100 152 
SONI cia cnec bees seven 95 112 87 
BERTIE sicnascuavansncseew ©» 148 170 
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The State Boasd. 


_ The State Board of Pharmacy exam- 
ined 121 applicants for registration on 
September 20-23, in Chicago. The fol- 
lowing thirty passed as registered phar- 
macists, twenty-two of whom were al- 
ready registered as assistants: 

John Bodenschatz, Lemont; Humphrey D. 
Brock, Chicago; Leonard G. Brown, Chicago; 
DeWitt G. Brown, Crescent City; William Cur- 
tice, Chicago; Robert A. Davis, Chicago; Rich- 
ard J. Eckart, Collinsville; Charles A. Fischer, 
Evanston; Harry W. Fox, Chicago; Milton B. 
Glazebrook, Kenney; George C. Gleason, Au- 
rora; Owen D. Graff, Barry; Frank Arthur 
—, De Kalb; William G. Johnson, Rock 
sland; George J. Kappus, Chicago; Ernest A. 
Koropp, Chicago; Louis L. Lange, Chicago; Ru- 
dolph J. Lauterbach, Chicago; Charles O. Lind- 
strom, Chicago; Charles O. Lindorff, Chicago; 
Abraham Litvin, Chicago; Hardy Newman, Chi- 
cago; Alfred M. Pirie, Chicago; Frederich A. 
Richmond, Elgin; Samuel Rosenberg, Chicago; 
Edward C. Schwalm, Chicago; Robert D. Scott, 
Chicago; Harry S. Silverberg, Chicago; Oscar 
C. Stephenson, Chicago; John A. Weber, Belle- 
ville, 

The next meeting of the Board for 
examination will be held in room 173, 
Thirty-ninth street, Chicago, November 
15, 1898. New applications must be on 
file at the office in Springfield at least ten 
days before the day set for examination. 
Those who have applications on file 
must also give ten days’ notice before 
taking examination. This requirement 
is necessary in order to make suitable 
preparations for the class, and will be 
strictly enforced. Affidavits from regis- 
tered pharmacists of time service musi 
be filed at least three days before exam- 
ination. No applicant will be admitted 
to these examinations except those who 
comply with the above requirements. 
Address all communications to Frank 
Fleury, secretary, Springfield, Ill. 


CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 


Chas. R. Howard, from Anamosa, 
smiled upon Chicago friends recently. 


Towa, 


J. Nieman, of Newell, Iowa, recently visited 
this city on business and viewed the sights. 


Asa Foote, of Ft. Atkinson, Wis., called upon 
friends recently, and expressed satisfaction with 
business. 


Geo. P. Perry, of Sterling, Ill., and J. H. 
Weber, of Cascade, Iowa, visited jobbers a few 
weeks ago. 


Chas, 'S. . Joy 


The joyous countenance of 
Mr. Joy hails 


looked in upon friends recently. 
from Boise, Idaho. 


J. C. Scupham, the State elect druggist, 
says, ‘““What bothers me most these days is to 
see that everything is properly stamped.” 


A recent commercial visitor was E. O. Staf- 
ford, of Marquette, Mich., who tarried long 
enough to do some good business and renew 
old friendships. 


A, T. Halter, who hails from Garrett, Ind., 
Teports crops as par excellence in his district, 
and thinks there is no excuse for poor business 
in the drug line. 


L. Downey, of Wenona, IIl., and A. R. Otis, 
of Kendaliville, Ind., were visitors at  Morris- 
son, Plummer & Co.’s recently. Mr. Otis was 
en route to Omaha to attend the Exposition. 


Willis P. Wilcox, a druggist at Thirty-ninth 
street and Cottage Grove avenue, committed sui- 
cide recently by taking 80 grains of morphine. 
Poor business is assigned as being the reason. 


The Bowling Club is getting out some elabor- 
ate medals of artistic workmanship, which over- 
shadow anything ever attempted by it in this 
line before. It is predicted that some rivalry 
among the ladies will prevail as to the fortunate 
winners of these medals this winter. 


The Wisconsin Medical Society held its an- 
nual meeting at Janesville, Wis., recently. The 
next meeting will be held at La Crosse. The 
following officers were elected: President, Dr. 
gE... Ts x Beloit; vice-presidents, Dr. W. 
Nuzen, Brodhead; Dr. W. H. Eagles, Milwau- 
kee; Dr. T. N. Miller, Rockford, Ill.; Dr. C. S. 


Smith, Elroy. Board of Censors, Dr. J. }. 
Pembler, Janesville; Dr. E. C. Helm, Beloit; 
Dr. W. T. Sarles, Sparta; Dr. J. A. Mack, Madi- 
son. 


MISSOURI. 
All Quiet Along the Mississippi. 





SOAP SOLUTION AS AN EMULSI- 
FIER. 


St. Louis, Nov. 5.—Absolute quiet 
has prevailed throughout the local phar- 
maceutical organizations for the past few 


weeks. 
The Bowlers. 


The Cocked Hat League have reor- 
ganized. There is some controversy as 
to whether this shall be a strictly re- 
tail druggists’ organization or whether 
wholesalers shall be admitted to mem- 
bership. The officers for the year are: 
President, Dr. A. G. Enderle; vice-pres- 
ident, H. D. Delkeskamp; secretary and 
treasurer, Paul Schneider; captains, Wm. 
H. Kahre, Dr. Enderle, R. C. Riley and 
Albert Nay. 


The Drug Clerks’ Society. 


The St. Louis Drug Clerks’ Society 
held their monthly meeting and a smoker 
on Thursday evening, October 13. The 
principal features of the evening were the 
discussion of the pharmacy law and the 
election of members to fill the various 
vacant offices. Ex-President M. J. Noll 
reported the result of his trip as a delegate 
to the A. Ph. A. meeting at Baltimore. 
The following officers were elected to 
serve the remainder of the year: Presi- 
dent, B. Hicks; first vice-president, 
Chas. Roth; second vice-president, L. H. 
Seegall; member of the Entertainment 
Committee, E. H. Voepel. 


Sold Soap Solution as an “ Emulsifying 
Compound.” 

A young man giving the name of Jud- 
son E. Henderson, Dyersburg, Tenn., 
has been selling a so-called “emulsifying 
compound” to numerous local druggists. 
A teaspoonful of the liquid shaken up 
with any quantity, up to two ounces of 
oil, will give what appears to the naked 
eye to be a very nice emulsion. He tells 
the druggist that each teaspoonful con- 
tains one drop each of ether and am- 
monia, but the balance he holds a secret. 
Some of the druggists to whom he sold 
the preparation began to experiment and 
found that a little soap solution would 
produce the same effect. These apparent 
emulsions will stand but very little dilu- 
tion with water, and this led to their in- 
vestigation. When they commenced 
looking for the young man, he had left 
town, probably due to the good lecture 
given him by R. S. Vitt, the competent 
young pharmacist at 3160 South Broad- 
way, whom he tried to sell. Mr. Vitt at 
once mistrusted what his compound was 
and told him so, and taking a small 
amount of an old soap and ammonia- 
cleaning solution, which he happened to 
have made up, proceeded to saponify 
some oil which looked as much like an 
emulsion as that produced by the ‘‘com- 
pound.” The young man practically ad- 
mitted that his compound was nothing 
but a soap solution and really seemed 
ignorant of the fact that it was only a 
saponifier. Mr. Vitt gave him some 
good advice and the young man has not 
been seen in St. Louis since. 


ST. LOUIS NEWS. 


H. C. Robinson has purchased the drug store 
at Broadway and Lami street, formerly owned by 
Wm. H. Lamont. : 


I. L. Lyons & Co,, of New Orleans, closed 
their office in this city and returned home on 
October 29th. 


Harry Goldman has resigned the chief clerk- 
ship at Hartwig’s pharmacy, Seventh and Wash- 
ington streets, and is now working for the J. S. 
Merrell Drug Co. 


The “Catnips’” and the ‘‘Burdocks” of the 
Druggists’ Bowling League, opened the season 
on Thursday night, October 14. The ‘“Catnips’”’ 
took four of the five games. 


Dr. T. B. Reber, of the City Dispensary, has 
been placed in charge of the antitoxin work. 
He is an old-time drug clerk; his brother and 
father are pharmacists of Carondelet. 


R. Heine is opening a very attractive drug 
store at Utah street and Wisconsin avenue. He 
was formerly a St. Louis boy, but for the past 
eight years has been clerking in New York 
City. 

E. H. Voepel expects in the near future to or- 
ganize a drug clerks’ bowling league. There is 
plenty of material for such an organization and 
Mr. Voepel is just the man to carry out such a 
plan. 

Dr. W. D. Hoeffkin has leased the building at 
412-414 South Sixth street, and will manufacture 
a line of pharmaceuticals, chemicals, soda water 
supplies, etc. He was for some time chemist for 
the Meyer Bros. Drug Co. 


The firm of Allen & Ginter, at 716 Olive 
street, has been somewhat changed, and is now 
known as the Allen-Warren Drug and Surgical 
Supply Co. I. Warren, formerly of James- 
town, Mo., is the new member of the firm. 


T. A. Brueggemann and Miss Lena Grund 
were married at the bride’s home on the 12th 
ult. Mr. Brueggemann is the popular manager 
of the South Broadway pharmacy, and his young 
wife is one of the popular young ladies of the 
south side. 


Mrs. Ambrose Mueller, wife of the well-known 
pharmacist, of Old Orchard, stepped on a_match 
while passing through their store on Sunday 
night, October 16, and her dress caught fire, 
severely burning her before the flames could be 
extinguished. 


Many of the druggists of this city are scramb- 
ling for sub-station Post Offices. The depart- 
ment has decided to establish twenty-one new 
sub-stations in this city before the first of the 
year and most of them will be located in drug 
stores. These sub-stations pay from one hun- 
dred to one hundred and fifty dollars per year, 
which helps the druggist out on his rent to quite 
an extent. 


Imposing Uniform for a Pharmacy 
Board. 


The members of the State Board of 
Pharmacy of the Netherlands have recent- 
ly been invested with the dignity of a 
special costume, consisting of a dark 
green swallow-tail coat, with seven met- 
allic buttons; a dark green pair of trous- 
ers: a hat like that of a naval officer, with 
an orange cockade, and lastly a sword. 

The chairman of the Dutch board wears 
a special livery. It is provided that his 
collar and cuffs and pockets shall be gold 
laced, and that he shall wear a “panache” 
or plume of black feathers in his hat. 

It is dreadful to contemplate the re- 
sults which may follow this precedent. 
Think what it would mean if all the mem- 
bers of our boards of pharmacy should 
take to wearing a “dark green swallow- 
tailed coat with seven metallic buttons,” 
a “panache” of black feathers, etc. The 
members of the New York City only 
wear a simple gilt badge—rather impos- 
ing in size, it is true, but not to be com- 
pared for a moment with the “seven 
metallic buttons” of the Netherlands’ of- 
ficials. 
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j. W. Rivey, M.D., 


Southern Representative of Seabury & Johnson. 


Dr. J. W. Riley, whose picture we present in this number, is the 
representative of Seabury & Johnson, of New York, in the Gulf 
States. Graduating from the Atlanta Medical College in 1879, he 
practiced medicine for a time and entered mercantile business in 1880 
by purchasing an interest in a drug store in Lawrenceville, Ga., the 
firm name being Lee & Riley. After spending five years in the retail 
business, he sold out his interest and embarked in the lumber business 
at Fort "Smith, Ark., under the firm name of Roddy & Riley. While 


this was a money- -making business, 


the Doctor’s health suffered, and 


in consequence he retired and returned to Atlanta, Ga., engaging 
first with the Atlanta Cotton & Compress Co., and afterward with 
the Atlanta Glass Co., remaining with the latter “until an extensive fire 


caused them to go out of business. 


position. 


Soon after he accepted his present 


Dr. Riley is well liked by his customers. He is married and has 


a son and a daughter. 











The Drummer’s Dream. 


(From the Southern T. P. A. Journal.) 
A little room in a little hotel 
In a little country town, 
On a bed with a musty smell, 
A man was lying down. 


A_great big man with a great big snore— 
For he lay on his back you see— 

And a peaceful look on his face he wore, 
For sound asleep was he. 


In his dream what marv’lous trips he made, 
What tremendous bills he sold! 

And nobody failed and everyone paid, 
And his orders were good as gold. 


He smiled and smothered a scornful laugh 
When his fellow drummer blowe 

For he knew no other had sold the half 
Of what his order-book showed. 


He got this letter from home one day: 
“Dear Sir: We've no fitter term 

To say in your case than simply to say, 
Henceforth you are one of the firm.’ 


And a glorious change this made in his life; 
He now from the road withdrew; 

And really, soon got to know his wife, 
His son, and his daughter, too. 


And then he moved from his obscure flat 
To a house on the avenue 

Lived swell, was happy, got healthy and fat, 
Respected, and wealthy, too. 


But with a thump, bang, whang! and thump 
again, 
The landlord stood at the door. 
“It’s purty nigh time for that 6.10 train! 
And the drummer’s dream was o’er. 


” 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Edward P. Montague, long and _ favorably 
known to the trade as the manager of the sun- 
dries department of Schieffelin & Co., has taken 
a position with Lazell, Dalley & Co., succeeding 
in part Charles C. Gardner. Mr. Montague’s 
new address will be 12 Duane street, corner 
William street. 


J. D. Tipp has opened an office at 81 Fulton 


street for the A. R. Bremer Co., manufacturers 
of the Coke Dandruff Cure. 


David F. Todd starts on the road again on 
November 6th, and will cover Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and West Virginia, for Fox, Fultz 
& Co. 

BUFFALO. L. E. Treat, who has so well 

represented Johnson & Johnson 

in this territory, has moved to Buffalo and will 

live on Franklin street. He will continue in his 
old occupation. 


F. W. Buescher, head of the Buffalo office of 
Parke, Davis & Co., has been elected a mem- 
ber of the Erie County Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion. He is also a member of the Druggists’ 
sowling Club, and takes a hand in the regular 
Friday afternoon games. 


S. J. Nichols, traveling representative of the 
3uffalo jobbing house of Plimpton, Cowan & 
Co., has gone with a party for a shoot in the 
Adirondacks. 


Since the transfer of A. M. Fiske from the 
3uffalo office of Parke, Davis & Co. to St. Louis, 
the vacancy has been filled by J. A. McLauchlin, 
— comes from the laboratory of the home of- 
ice. 


H...J. a. who travels for the perfumery 
house of the C. Woodworth Sons Co., was in 
Buffalo on the i of the month. He gets in 
about once a month. 


FE. M. Willsey, who looks after the interests of 
the Albany Chemical Company in this territory, 
paid us one of his regular visits a few days ago. 


The R. Hillier’s Son Co. sends F. C. Moore to 
3uffalo to look after its interests in the import- 
ing drug trade. 


One of the best and most favorably known of 
the traveling drug salesmen is M. Van Buskirk, 
with the perfume house of E. N. Lightner & 
Co. He has long covered this territory. 


D. M. Wright looked in on us lately in the 
interest of the Boston house of Billings, Clapp 
& Co., manufacturing chemists, and deqontes 
with the usual good list of orders. 

ROCHESTER. From the quantity of grape 
juice sold by J. E. Frost, who 
represents the Welch Grape Juice Co., West- 
field, N. J., it would appear that stronger drinks 
will be out of fashion this winter. 


A fine line of toilet soaps was recently shown 
to the trade by Eugene i. Sterne, who calls in 
the interest of the Cincinnati Soap Co. Eugene 
is a persistent ssogpis | salesman and always suc- 
ceeds in disposing of a considerable quantity of 
his products. 


Frank C. Davis was here the past week taking 
orders for Mint Jujubes and furnishing stamps 
for whatever amount of Wallace & Co.’s goods 
the local druggists had in stock. He represents 
the kind of a firm otrr pharmacists like, and to 
say he was well receiv af is putting it mildly. 


Well! A. C. Fay has been here and Dabrook’s 
perfumes can now be found in every store. He 
is a pleasant, happy fellow and seems to gratuit- 
ously dispose of part of his cheerful disposition 
with every sale. 


M. W. Joslyn, well and favorably known as 
salesman for George C. Goodwin, was in town 
last week. It goes without saying that he bagged 
some good-sized orders before he left. 


Few of the traveling salesmen are better known 
or more highly esteemed in this part of the State 
than W. i. Corliss, who represents Arthur A. 
Stillwell, of New York. He is a jolly, good- 
natured fellow, having a smile for everybody, 
and knows how to look after business in a suc- 
cessful way. 


Kahnweiler & Co.’s invigorator, a substitute 
for sponges and wash rags, was recently pre- 
sented to the trade by S. B. Kahnweiler. It is 
quite a novelty, and was largely purchased by 
local druggists. 


Through Chet Johnson, who comes in the in- 
terest of Walker & Gibson, is a new man in 
this territory; still he is fast winning friends, 
and bids fair to become very popular. 


George E. Burrows, the genial representative 
of Schieffelin & Co., is “laid up for repairs on 
his knee”’ at Hudson, N. Y., and in consequence 
of his affliction will be unable to make his regu- 
lar trip here this month. He has many friends, 
who tender him their sympathy and who will see 
“ his interests do not suffer because he is 
sick. 
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Business is booming with Fred P. Hingston, 
who is Lehn & Fink’s right-hand man between 
Albany and Buffalo. Mr. Hingston, through 
years of constant toil and close attention to busi- 
ness has won the confidence and esteem of the 
druggists throughout the Western part of the 
State. 


Parke, Davis & Co. are pushing their products 
here in a lively manner. Dr. G. W. Lacea is 
kept in this vicinity explaining to physicians 
why P., D. & Co.’s pills, etc., are the best in 
the world, and right well can be do it. He was 
recently reinforced for a day or two by S. H. 
Carragan, one of the most popular salesmen on 
the road. 


_ Seldom, indeed, does any knight of the travel- 
ing fraternity secure the generous orders that 


John Gleichmann succeeded in getting the past ° 


week. e is just bubbling over with enthusi- 
asm for Merck’s products, and this no doubt is 
the secret of his success, for it is the enthusi- 
ast who wins every time. 


No commercial traveler receives a warmer wel- 
come here than Edgar Rockfellow. His straight- 
forward business-like manner merits and _ re- 
ceives the respect of all our buyers. Colgate & 
Co. will not be represented here again until 
oC Rockfellow calls to wish us a Happy New 

ear. 


BOSTON. Mr. Gleischmann, representing 

_ E, Merck & Co., of New York, 

has many friends in and around this city, and 
his recent visit was very satisfactory. 


The Fritzsche Bros. have an energetic, busy 
man in the person of Harry Warwick. His calls 
mean business. 


Mr. Decker, with J. Wyeth & Bros., of Phila- 
delphia, is too well known to the trade to have 
his results questioned after his round of calls. 
Upon his departure a look of real contentment 
was noted. It meant numerous orders. 


_A. J. Mansill, the representative of J. L. Hop- 
kins & Co., of New York, dealers in crude drugs, 
has again made us a visit, agreeable to all who 
know him. 


R. J. Lampa has been looking after the inter- 
ests of the firm of Lehn & Fink, in this city, 
during the past week. 


The Pyrofebrin Company, of Northampton, 
eae. has been ably represented by their agent, 
. Cone. 


Few commercial men are better acquainted 
with the tiade in this section than is Miner 
H. Leavitt, Ph.G. Mr. Leavitt was for many 
years secretary of the M. S. P. A., and has al- 
ways taken a prominent part in that and kindred 
organizations, consequently he has had unusual 
opportunity to become known to retailers. Add 
to this, Mr. Leavitt’s good humor, wit. liking 
for a good story and ability to relate anecdotes 
in unparalleled style and you have a man with 
many friends and extremely popular with drug- 
gists. Mr. Leavitt has recently accepted a posi- 
tion with the Walter M. Lowney Co., of this 
city, and is meeting with good success in hand- 
ling the specialties of this in. 

PHILADELPHIA. Wm. B. Burk, of Wm. B. 
Burk & Co., left for Europe 
on October 26th on the steamer Paris, and he 
will be gone for several weeks. He arrived at 
Southampton on November 2d without any mis- 
hap and in good health. Mr. Burk is on a busi- 
ness trip and he expects to do a large business, 
as for some time past he has had many inquiries 
from the houses who handle his goods abroad. 


George L. Hill, of the Upjohn Pill and Granule 
o.. of New York, has left the city after having 
visited the trade. 


_ M. C. Lent, who represents the Beeman Chem- 
ical Co., of Cleveland, is in town booking orders 
for his house. 


A. B. Willson is a resident representative of 
Geo. Leuders & Co., of New York, and has just 
returned from Boston. He reports having done 
a big business in the New England metropolis. 


Benjamin Levy, who travels for the P. J. 
Ritter Co., of this city, has returned from the 
South with a large number of orders. 

CINCINNATI. W. B. Yawger, one of the 
hustling representatives of 
C. B. Woodworth Sons Co., was displaying per- 
fumes here last week. 


The Watertown Thermometer Company was 
recently represented here by D. L. Meyers, a 
well-known traveling salesman. 


T. H. Cheatman was in town the other day 
with a full line of Lazell, Dalley & Co.’s per- 
fumes. He reports good business. 


Optical, meteorological and scientific instru- 
ments, made by Veischlager Brothers, were ex- 
hibited to the trade recently by Mr. Kreater, a 
well-known commercial tourist. 

CHICAGO. Geo. H. Rives, representing the 
Chicago ‘Torsion Balance Scales, re- 
cently visited the Chicago jobbing trade, and re- 
ports large sales. 


A, R. Lewis, of Johnson & Johnson, made 
a flying visit to the city, en route East from 
the St. Louis Convention. 


C. O. Filkins, the Milwaukee representative 
for Wm. R. Warner & Co., and N. K. Sutlitf, 
of the same firm, recently spent a week in 
Chicago. 


R. W. Johnson, of Johnson & Johnson, New 
Brunswick, N. J., looked in upon Chicago 
frieuds recently, and reports better trade than 
for many months. 


C. B. McCall, Minneapolis representative for 
W. R&R. Warner & Co., contributed his share 
of enthusiasm to the jubilee, and reports bus- 
inéss excellent. 


J. F. Wood, who has traveled for Morrisson, 
Plummer & Co. for several years in Indiana, 
has resigned. His place is temporarily filled 
by H. I. Coe. W. M. Caldwell, now traveling 
for this house in Iowa, wiil be transferred to 








Major P. L. ABBEY, 
Thirty-Second “Michigan Volunteers. 
Major P. L. Abbey, manager of the P. L. 
Abbey Co., Kalamazoo, Mich., has returned with 


his regiment from the front, where he has been 
since May 17th, when his regiment was ordered 


to Tampa. Major Abbey has_ been connected 
with the National Guard of his State for the 
past twelve years, and entered the volunteer 
service with the same rank he held in the Na- 
tional Guard. 





the Indiana route January 1, 1899. Mr. Wood 
leaves to engage with The Berst Mfg. Co., 
of Saginaw, Mich., manufacturers of wooden 
novelties, and we bespeak for him success in 
his new business. 


F. L. Lockwood, of Wm. H. Brown & Bro., 
New York perfumers, was a recent guest. Mr. 
Lockwood was entertained by friends of the 
drug trade at the Palmer House, after which they 
adjourned to the alleys of the Drug Trade Bowl- 
ing Club, when a feast of reason and flow of 
soul were indulged in until early hours. Mr. 
Lockwood tried to run up a higher average than 
he did in Buffalo last spring—which was not 
an easy undertaking. 


J. J. Kearney, president of the Stearns Electric 
Paste Co., of Chicago, left for New Orleans on 
the 4th. Mr. Kearney says he is not looking for 
“hotel contracts,” but carload orders, hence his 
trip to New Orleans. 


R. W. Walker, manager of the Hartt Manufac- 
turing Co., left Chicago October 8th for New 
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York and Boston to confer with his associates, 
and lay out plans for the campaign of 1899. 


Fred Fultz, of Fox, Fultz & Co., of New 
York and Boston, was a recent guest in Chicago 
and writes a friend of his safe arrival in the cul- 
tured centre, and his good opinion in general 
of the “wild and woolly,” and Chicago hospitality 
in particular. 


Commodore Emerson, of the Emerson Drug 
Co., Baltimore, and Harry Gilpin, of Gilpin, 
Landon & Co., of same city, combined business 
with pleasure last week, and remained among 
friends a few days. Their headquarters were 
principally the Auditorium. We are not inform- 
ed what the limit was, but it is a fact that a 
prominent druggist on Randolph street had the 
munificent sum of 11 cents next morning. 


H. L. Krarner, general manager of the Sterling 
Remedy Co., is in the city and displays his auto- 
graph at the Auditorium. He is trying to flag 
some of the orders for Cascarets which were 
crowding their factory at Indiana Mineral 
Springs, Ind. His firm has given away 50,000 
souvenir Cascaret bonbon boxes, which are 
pretty and dainty, and well worth the keeping, 
being in heavy gilt and colored enamel. 


J. F. Matthes, the genial manager of Whitall, 
Tatum & Co., of Randolph street, has returned 
from an Eastern trip, combining business with 
pleasure. 


Tom K. Baker and Geo. N. Matthews, of the 
Emerson Drug Co., have recently won distinc- 
tion as huntsmen—and added fresh laurels to 
their already enviable reputation. First day out, 
mud hens; second day, fish ducks. Friends of 
both are still enjoying their hospitality. 


Mr. Perrine, having charge of sales department 
of Hall & Ruckel, New York, was a recent vis- 
itor at Morrisson, Plummer & Co.’s. 


Mr. Estes, the successful manager of the sales 


department of Meyer Bros. Drug Co., of St. 
Louis, was in the city this week. 


Under Two Flags. 

















One of the traveling fraternity who has gotten 
entirely outside the rut is J. E. Garratt, Euro- 
pean and Colonial agent for Hance Brothers & 
White, of Philadelphia. He has issued a_pam- 
phlet with the title ‘““Wider Markets for You,” 
asking for additional accounts. The cover of the 
pamphiet, which we reproduce herewith, shows 
Mr. Garratt in his great juggling feat of ex- 
changing American goods for British gold.” Mr. 
Garratt devotes six well-written pages of his 
pamphlet to a presentation of the advantageous 
openings for American goods which exist in 
England and the English colonies. Mr, Garratt’s 
address is 120 Southwark street, London, S. E. 


Why They Pay the Tax. 


C. S. Ingram, of Elmira, calls our at- 
tention to the circular recently sent out 
by the R. T. Booth Co., proprietors of 
Booth’s “Hyomei,” which reads as fol- 
lows: “Why we pay the tax. Not because 
of our superior patriotism, but because 
the Government has levied this tax on the 
manufacturers of medicinal preparations 
and not on the retail druggist. We pay 
for our own revenue stamps in the same 
way as we buy our own postage stamps 
and instead of raising we herewith pro- 
pose to lower our price.” 
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Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 


NEw YORK, NOVEMBER Qg, 1898. 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that 
higher prices are paid for retail lots. The quality of 
goods trequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


HE local market is in a disturbed 
condition owing to the political ex- 
citement,and business has been ser- 

iously interrupted. While the volume of 
trade does not swell above jobbing pro- 
portions, an occasional large transac- 
tion comes to the surface. Speculative 
interest is, however, almost wholly sus- 
pended, and no great animation is to 
be expected until politics has been re- 
tired from the field. The bark sales in 
London last Thursday lent some interest 
to the situation, and the higher prices 
paid for bark have caused an advance in 
the price of quinine, domestic manufac- 
turers announcing an increase of 2c., 
though stocks in outside hands are of- 
fered at the previous range. In regard 
to prices generally, the advantage still ap- 
pears to be in favor of the selling in- 
terest, and advances are to be noted on 
several leading staples. The fluctuations 
are noted and commented upon below: 

HIGHER. LOWER. 

Aloes. Antipyrine. 
Arrow root. Brimstone. 


Balsam Peru, Cacao butter. 
3alsam tolu. Cantharides, Russian, 


Ergot. Citric acid. 
Ginseng. Gum chicle. 
Jalap. Mexican Vanilla. 
Oil anise. Opium. 


Oil lemongrass. 

Oil orange, sweet. 
Quinine. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican. 
Star anise seed. 


DRUGS. 


Acetanilid continues held and selling at 
the previous range of 29c. to 30c.; recent 
transactions have been at the inside fig- 
ure. 


Alcohol is meeting with freer inquiry 
and prices are well maintained by the 
combination of distillers, $2.40 to $2.44 
being named as to quantity and terms. 


Antipyrine is quoted lower by some 
manufacturers, who offer supplies down 
to 17c. per ounce in 100-ounce lots. In 
lots of ten pounds or more, $2.50 to 
$2.60 is quoted as to size of package, 4 
lb. being held at $2.60, 1 Ib. at $2.55 and 
2 lbs. at $2.60. 


Balsam Copaiba, Central American, is 
in slightly better supply, and offers free- 
ly at the previous range of, say, 37c. to 
39c. 

Balsam Fir, Canada, remains quiet, 
but the quotation does not vary from 
$1.70 to $1.80, as to quantity. 

Balsam Peru is in demand, and firmer, 
with $1.95 to $2.00 now quoted. 

Balsam Tolu is working into better po- 
sition, and recent sales have been at 34c. 
to 35c. 

Barks.—Buckthorn is meeting with 
fair inquiry at 4}c. to 5$c. Cascara 
sagrada continues to reflect a hardening 
tendency, and recent sales have been at 
53c. to Tc. Sassafras has met with in- 
creased attention, and the seasonable de- 
mand continues good, with the sales at 
bc. to 8c. Soap continues in firm po- 
sition and cut does not offer below 7c. 

Buchu Leaves, short, are selling fairly in 
a jobbing way at a slightly lower range, 
or, say, 13c. to 16c. 

Cantharides, Russian, are less actively 
inquired for and values are easier, with 
the range now 43c. to 45c. 

Chamomile Flowers do not vary in price, 
and German and Belgian, of the new 
crop, are held at 25c. to 30c., and 12c. to 
1&c. respectively. 

Cacao Butter, Dutch bulk, is in better 
supply, and holders now quote 3lc. to 
33c.; this figure nearly reaches the cost 
to import. 

Colocynth Apples are inquired for, but 
the requirements are light, and the quo- 
tations for Trieste and Spanish respec- 
tively are 38c. to 40c., and 18c. to 20c. 

Ergot has developed a firmer tendency, 
and prices for both German and Spanish 
have advanced sharply, the former being 
quoted 30c. to 32c. and the latter 33c. to 
35c. The Spanish crop has not been up 
to the usual average, and it is anticipated 
that ergot preparations will advance in 
price. New crop, Russian, has just 
reached the London market. A sample 
seen by the market reporter of the 
Chemist and Druggist was, it is said, ex- 
ceedingly small, but of good odor, and 
ls. 6d. was wanted for it. 

Insect Flowers are attracting less atten- 
tion, and recent sales of closed have been 
at 25c. to 30c. 

Juniper Berries continue to offer at 2c. 
to 24c., but the demand is only moderate. 


Opium does not gain in strength, and 


we have to record a further slight de- 
cline, or, say, 2c. Cases now offer at 
$3.55 and jobbing quantities at $3.60, 
while powdered is maintained at the pre- 
vious range of $4.40 to $4.50. 

Quinine has been advanced in —“ by 
the manuiacturers, P. & W. and R. & S. 
now quoting 24c. for bulk. Foreign bulk 
from second hands does not offer below 
20c., but 22c. the general quotation. N. 
Y. Q. & C. Co. is higher, at 22c. for bulk 
and offered reservedly. 

At the bark sale in Amsterdam, on the 
3d inst., Boehringer & Soehne were the 
principal buyers, and prices advanced 
about 15 per cent, which was in line with 
recent expectations. Higher prices for 
bark mean higher prices for quinine. 

Senna is inquired for, but the stock of 
Alexandria here is limited; values are 
well sustained at 12c. to l5c. for Alexan- 
dria natural, and 10c. to 12c. for 
Tinively. 

Vanilla Beans, cut, Mexican, are lower, 
stocks now in hand offering at $7.50 to 
$8 00, 

DYESTUFFS. 

Cutch is without change of importance. 
For jobbing lots the price is 44c. to 54c. 
in bales; boxes quoted 5$c. to Tc. 

Divi Divi continues inactive; jobbing 
sales at $42 to $45. 

Nutgalls, blue Aleppo, is without 
change of consequence either as regards 
price or demand. We quote the range at 
124c. to 14c. 

Sumac, Sicily, is selling quite freely in 
a jobbing way at $45 to $48. Domestic 
quoted 35c. to 37c. 

CHEMICALS. 


Arsenic, white, is quiet but steady at 
i to 44c.; red Saxony held at 8}c. to 
ogc. 

Brimstone, crude seconds, is in better 
supply and offers more freely at $21.75 
to $23. 

Citric Acid is lower from manufactur- 
ers, the revised quotations being 35c. to 
35hc. for bbls. and 354c. to 36c. for kegs. 

Carbolic Acid is not inquired for to any 
extent, and the market is easy in tone, 
with bulk crystals held at 16c. to 17$e. 
and bottles 22c. to 28c. 

Chlorate Potash is finding a moderate 
consuming outlet at the previous range of 
9c. to Isc. for crystals and 9}c. to 10c. 
for powdered. 

Mercurials are without important varia- 
tion, although the recent advance in price 
of quicksilver may soon affect the mar- 
ket values. 

Quicksilver is higher in the London 
market and flasks are now held at $41, 
with 53c. to 55c. asked for smaller quan- 
tities. 

Tartaric Acid is steady in price with the 
current demand met at the range of 31i4c. 
to 324c. for crystals, and 32c. to 324c. for 
powdered. 

ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise has improved in position and of- 
fers at a slight advance or, say, $1.60 to 
$1.62. 

Bergamot is in demand, but values are 
unchanged at $2.10 to $2.50 as to brand. 

Cassia is fractionally lower with $1 now 
the inside figure, though some holders 
ask $1.25. 

Clove, bud, is firmer, but quotably un- 
changed at 62hc. to 65c. ' 

Cubeb continues dull, but holders evince 
no disposition to urge sales by making 
price concessions and 80c. to 85c. is yet 
asked. ; 

Lemongrass is in better supply and with 
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less consideration given to it the price 
has receded to $1.10, which is the inside 
figure for large lots. 

Orange, sweet, is decidedly firmer, and 
recent sales have been at $1.95 to $2. 

Sassafras is in brisk demand and with 
the spot supplies limited, the market is 
well sustained upon the basis of 34c. to 
35c. for natural; artificial quoted 29c. to 
30c. 

GUMS. 

Aloes, Cape, is scarce and firmer and re- 
cent sales have been at 54c. to 6c. 

Arabic, sorts, have met with a good 
consuming outlet and values are steadily 
maintained at the previous range of 17c., 
to 18c. 

Chicle is not inquired for to any extent; 
values have eased off a trifle, and 30c. 
will now buy. 

Gamboge is held at full previous prices, 
but the demand continues of a jobbing 
character only. 

Kino does not vary in any important 
particular, and values are well sustained 
in the face of the prevailing scarcity; 
sales at $2.25. 

Tragacanth is in good consuming de-- 
mand and the tendency is in the direction 
of higher figures, though recent sales of 
Aleppo have been at the previous range 
or, say, 35c. to 66c.; Turkey held at 45c. 
to 85c. 

ROOTS. 

Belladonna, German, is in improved pos- 
ition, though 9c. to 12c. will yet buy. 

Calamus does not vary from 28c. to 30c. 
for bleached, but only a jobbing business 
is reported. 

Dandclion is scarce and firm for Ger- 
man, the revised quotations being 10c. to 
12c. - 

Gentian is dull and holders now offer 
stock at 4$c. to 4$c. 

Ginseng is firmer, with $4.50 to $5.25 
now asked for Northern and $3.00 for 
Southern, though we hear of some sales 
at $4.50 on the spot. 

Jalap is scarce and in somewhat better 
demand, and recent sales have been at 
14c. to 15c., as to quantity. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is in improved 
position, and holders are firm in their 
views at 93c. to 10c. 

Snake is in small supply, and holders 
now quote 30c. 

SEEDS. 

Anise, Italian sifted, continues in lim- 
ited inquiry, but values are well sustained 
at 6%c. to 7c. Star has materially im- 
proved, and 30c. to 32c. is now asked. 

Coreander is in good demand, and 
values are firm at 2}c. to 24c. for un- 
bleached, at 23c. to 2$c. for bleached. 

Fennel is scarce and 7c. continues the 
inside price for German. 


“Justice to the Retailer.” 


A. Timberlake, the secretary of the In- 
diana Pharmaceutical Association, who 
achieved some notoriety a short time ago 
through his controversy with R. ‘ 
Pierce, of the World’s Medical Dispens- 
ary Association, Buffalo, is once more in 
evidence with a circular, calling upon the 
druggists of Indiana to refuse to handle 
Hood’s calendars. The circular is issued 
on the official letter paper of the Indiana 
Pharmaceutical Association and reads as 
follows: 


“Can’t You Do Business WITHOUT 


Hoop’s CALENDARS?” 


Dear Sir—Last month this Association mailed 
ig a letter, asking you to co-operate with us 


y not accepting the calendar offer of C. I. 
Hood & Co. Notwithstanding the fact that C. 


I. Hood & Co. have made a concession to the 
jobber of about 4 per cent additional to accept 
their offer, the Indianapolis jobbers have per- 
sistently refused to handle their calendar offers 
until they reduced the price to retailers, which 
they have not, as yet, seen fit to do. Hood & 
Co, have written all the Indiana druggists, ad- 
vising them to send their orders direct to them 
or jobbers in other States. The fight for ‘‘Jus- 
tice to the retailer’ is still on, and we desire 
your continued co-operation until our fight is 
won. 

The strength of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists, organized at St. Louis, Oc- 
tober 17th-20th, was a complete surprise to many 
of the manufacturers and proprietors, and the 
fact was not concealed that they desired to be 
on amicable terms with the retailers. 

The Retail Druggists of the State should now 
give theig undivided support to the State Asso- 
ciation, and it will thus be enabled to support 
the National Association. Every town, city or 
county should have its local organization. Let 
organization be the watchword. If you have no 
organization in your county, please drop a postal 
card to the secretary and he will advise you, 
¢ go to your place and assist in the organiza- 
ion, 

INDIANA PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

A. Timberlake, Secretary, Indianapolis, Ind. 


The 1898 Peppermint Yield Under 
Last Year. 


With a reduced acreage for harvest, and 
a reduced yield per acre at the still, a crop 
of peppermint oil smaller than that of last 
year is inevitable, says the Orange Judd 
Farmer. This is true of the mint-growing 
sections as a whole, including New York, 
Michigan and Indiana. The West has 
forged to the front so rapidly in the last 
few years that the output of the two 
States just named goes very far toward 
controlling the market. Returns to the 
publication named from leading growers, 
dealers and distillers agree in their advices 
of a short yield, this being perhaps 25 per 
cent smaller than a year ago. The plants 
came through the winter in better shape in 
Wayne County, New York, than further 
West, where frosts did more or less dam- 
age. But everywhere there is apparent a 
disinclination to set out very much new 
mint owing to low prices; as a result the 
area finally harvested this fall shows a 
marked deficiency. 

One feature of the situation emphasized 
by our correspondents is the unsatisfac- 
tory rate of yield per acre, this being due 
in part to lack of thorough cultivation of 
the crop, particularly among those who 
have gone into it recently and failed to 
fully recognize it as a distinct business. 
Due to the various causes intimated the 
area harvested in Michigan, the heavy 
producer, is very much less than last year, 
some of our best posted correspondents 
estimating this shortage at 40 to 50 per 
cent; while the rate of yield per acre is 
fairly satisfactory it is under an average 
year and means quite a crop in the aggre- 
gate compared with the ’97 total. In 
Michigan the American mint is yielding 
13 to 16 pounds oil per acre, and in 
Wayne county, N. Y., 18 to 25 pounds, 
and in exceptional cases up to 30 pounds, 
Distilling is scarcely completed in the 
West and the yield of English or black 
oil is not established; in New York this 
runs 35 to 60 pounds to the acre. 

This recognized shortage in the crop of 
oil lends strength to the situation, and ac- 
cording to our reports farmers are in- 
clined to hold for better prices. There is 
now and probably always will be much 
uncertainty regarding the amount of oil 
carried over from former years. Some 
of our correspondents say there is very 
little of this in their individual counties 
and towns. Yet mint oil is in such con- 
centrated form that it can be readily 
stored and it is not impossible a sharp 
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advance in price would bring out “pock- 
ets” here and there. One of the leading 
distillers of Wayne County, N. Y., esti- 
mates nearly 15,000 pounds of the ’97 
crop carried over in that section; others, 
including some of the leading grow- 
ers, believe there is very little oil 
there. G. A. Angevine, manager of the 
Mint Growers’ Association, of Mendon, 
Mich., believes that no great amount of 
oil has been carried over. 

The wholesale market for peppermint 
oil in such leading cities as New York 
and Chicago has been forced to take cog- 
nizance of the smaller yield, and positive 


firmness is manifested, with increased 
disposition to bid both on home 
and foreign account. Considerable 


quantities of bulk oil have changed hands 
on the basis of 80c.@$1, with the usual 
premium for bottled oil. 








Hints To Buyers. 














Kelsey & Co., Meriden, Conn., make 
a specialty of furnishing small printing 
outfits for the drug trade. Write them 
for catalogue. 


John Phillips & Co., Ltd., Detroit, have 
a special set of store fixtures which they 
wish to dispose of at a bargain price 
Write them for full particulars. 


Bright’s Chemical Co., Little Falls, N. 
Y., have a very tempting offer to make 
to the drug trade on their “kidney 
beans.” When writing them for details 
kindly mention this journal. 


For syringe boxes, and all forms of 
druggists’ boxes, write for estimates to 
Henry H. Sheip & Co., Philadelphia. 
This concern is one of the oldest and 
best-equipped in the country. 


Chr. Hansen’s Laboratory, Little 
Falls, N. Y., issue a very valuable 
pamphlet on “Sick Folks’ Food,” a copy 
of which will be sent to every druggist 
who mentions this journal when writing 
to them. 


Read the ad. of Ed. Pinaud’s importa- 
tion office, 46 East Fourteenth street, New 
York. The line of Quintessences and 
Roman Perfumes is exceptionally attrac- 
tive. Free samples will be sent on ap- 
plication. : 

The Dawes Mfg. Co., Pittsburg, Pa., 
are making a special drive on shop bot- 
tles. Full particulars and catalogue will 
be furnished by them to anyone on ap- 
plication who mention the AMERICAN 
DRuGGIST. 


The Malt Diastase Co., No. 1 Madison 
avenue, New York, offer a preparation 
which gives satisfaction to the physi- 
cian and profit to the druggist. Write 
them for literature on this preparation, 
which is called “Maltzyme.” 


The Mt. Washington Box Co., of 
Boston, make a line of impervious boxes 
which have long stood in the highest 
esteem among the drug trade. The 
boxes can be obtained through any 
wholesale druggist. 
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The Paris Medicine Co., St. Louis, Mo., 
have not made any effort to shift the 
burden of the stamp tax to the shoulders 
of the retail trade. They appreciate the 
advantages which they have gained by 
the co-operation of the retail trade. 


Write for free samples of Sa-Yo Mint 
Jujubes to Wallace & Co., 160 Monroe 
street, New York. This article has be- 
come one of phenomenal sale in the phar- 
macy, and affords a profit of 78 per cent. 
Their advertisement is well worth read- 
ing. 


The Mellier Drug Co., 2112 Locust 
street, St. Louis, have issued a very in- 
teresting print of the founders of the 
British Medical Society, a copy of which 
can be obtained by mentioning the 
AMERICAN DruGGIst when writing to 
them for it. 


It is interesting to note that the com- 
mittee of the N. W. D. A. on infringe- 
ment of trade-marks devoted especial at- 
tention in their report to the Allegretti 
case, a history of which has already ap- 
peared in these columns. The genuine 
Allegretti chocolate creams are made only 
< I. Allegretti, 159 State street, Chicago, 


The Tilden Co., New Lebanon, N. Y.. 
and St. Louis, Mo., bring to bear in their 
work the experience of a great many 
years in the manufacture of fluid ex- 
tracts and galenicals generally. They 
make fluid extracts, which they guarantee 
to be of unsurpassed quality and which 
they sell at a very moderate price. Write 
them for particulars. 


Send for samples of Elliot’s Parchment 
Papers to A. G. Elliot & Co., Philadel- 
phia. Their high-glazed parchment pa- 
pers for wrapping bottles, and their 
Parchment Powder Papers, afford one of 
the best means of putting out goods in 
attractive shape ever offered. Druggists 
who value elegance in their work will not 
be slow to avail themselves of this op- 
portunity. 


The M. J. Breitenbach Co., 6 Warren 
street, New York City, wish to impress 
upon ‘the drug trade the fact that “Pepto 
Mangan (Gude)” is a trade-mark name, 
and is their exclusive property. They 
will co-operate with the retail trade in 
seeing that the trade gets the lowest pos- 
sible rates on this preparation, and that 
the patient gets the genuine article when 
ordered by the physician. 


, The improvement in the general bus- 
iness tone of the country will no doubt 
soon make itself felt in the drug trade, 
and manufacturers should be fully pre- 
pared to meet the increased demand 
which will undoubtedly come about. 
The Hero Fruit Jar Co., Gaul and 
Adams streets, Philadelphia, would like 
to quote prices on sprinkler tops, collap- 
sible tubes, etc., which may be needed 
to fill out stocks. 


Chas. Lippincott & Co., 930 Arch 
street, Philadelphia, direct special atten- 
tion to the fact that this is the time to 
buy soda water apparatus. Special ar- 
rangements can be made now so as to 
avoid any possible delay in the spring, 
when the rush season is on, without 


depriving the purchaser of the use of the 
money in the interim. Write them for 
catalogue and special features of their 
line of fountains. 


Thousands of druggists have found a 
profitable side line in photographic sup- 
plies. The important consideration to 
those about to embark in this, is what line 
of goods will be suitable to the locality 
in question, and what amount of money 
should be invested. We advise them to 
write to the old and reliable house of 
Scovill & Adams Co., 60 East Eleventh 
street, New York, for advice and assist- 
ance on these points. 


The Mattson Rubber Co. manufacture 
a ladies’ syringe which has many qual- 
ities to recommend it. One feature of 
it is that it can be purchased by the 
druggist at one-half the price charged 
for similar syringes of no better qual- 
ity. For particulars regarding this syr- 
inge, which is known as the “Atlas” or 
“Optimus,” our readers should address 
the Mattson Rubber Co., New York 
City. 


Magnus & Lauer, 4 Cedar street, New 
York City, are the sole agents in the 
United States for the goods of the well- 
known manufacturers, E. Sachsse & Co., 
Leipsig, Germany, whose line of essen- 
tial oils is second to none in the estima- 
tion of European experts. Magnus & 
Lauer offer specially inviting rates on 
the following oils: Sandalwood, sassa- 
fras, both natural and artificial; lemon, 
orange and wintergreen, both natural 
and artificial. When in need of anything 
in this line, our readers should write 
them for quotations and samples. 


Modern Dyeing. 


Every failure is a step towards success if 
it be only properly utilized. Every success 
is a history of failures retrieved and of 
difficulties overcome. The druggist who 
hands out to customers a small package 
of ten-cent dyes little realizes the hopes 
and failures, the trials and experiments 
which this package represents. It is not 
a great many years since the first package 
dye was placed upon the market. This 
was crude, imperfect and unsatisfactory. 
It was uncertain in its action, varying 
in the depth of color produced from time 
to time, and sometimes so damaged the 
goods that they became utterly useless. A 
constant endeavor, painstaking research 
and careful study have, however, changed 
all this, and the housewife can now pro- 
cure dyes which are brilliant and uniform 
in coloring, certain in results, harmless to 
the goods and inexpensive. 

In the days of primitive domestic dye- 
ing, great skill was required on the part 
of the dyer to produce results which 
were even passably satisfactory, and even 
then many a fine fabric has beeen irre- 
deemably damaged in an effort to change 
its color. With the Putnam fadeless dyes, 
however, all need for skill vanishes and 
the troubles which have long beset the 
thrifty housewife, who desires to make 
new use of old goods, are done away with. 
These dyes, which are manufactured by 
the Monroe Drug Co., of Unionville, 


Mo., have taken a unique place in the es- 
timation of the public and a recent visit 
by a representative of the AMERICAN 
Druccist to the factory of the Monroe 
Drug Co. gave an interesting opportunity 
to see how rapidly and to what a vast ex- 


tent this business has grown. Its growth 
has in fact been so great as to tax to the 
utmost the capacity of the manufacturers, 
who are constantly in receipt of orders 
from every section of the United States. 
The manufacturers have been compelled 
to decline all foreign orders. 

Many thousand yards of ribbon are 
yearly ‘used in making up the color card 
for the fadeless dyes, ‘and these cards are 
conscientiously prepared and faithfully 
represent the actual results of the use of 
these dyes, which cannot be said of all 
the beautiful specimens sent out as ad- 
vertisements for package dyes. 

The chemicals used in the manufacture 
of these dyes are all imported in ton lots 
from the very best manufacturers in 
Europe, for this class of chemicals still 
have to be imported. Great care is 
taken to obtain these chemicals abso- 
lutely free from antimony, arsenic or any 
other poisonous or deleterious substance 
whatever. 

The feature which is of the greatest 
importance in the Putnam  Fadeless 
Dyes is the uniformity of the results ob- 
tained, independent of any skill on the 
part of the operator. 

J. Hugh Elson, secretary of the com- 
pany has spent his entire life in the at- 
mosphere of the laboratory, and has 
worked in the best laboratories in Eng- 
land, Germany and Switzerland. He is 
also a graduate of pharmacy. E. N. 
Monroe, the president of the company, 
is a broad-minded, clear-headed business 
man, and these two work together in the 
most perfect harmony, with a thoroughly 
qualified staff, improving the goods and 
expanding the market. 

With an order for two gross of these 
dyes the company furnishes a handsome 
counter display case, an ample supply of 
sample cards, booklets, etc., and two 
dozen packages of dye, free of charge. 
Free samples of the dye can be obtained 
by writing to the Monroe Drug Co., 
Unionville, Mo. 


An Appeal to Customers. 


The Springer Torsion Balance Co., 92 
Reade street, New York, are supplying 
retail druggists with neatly printed cards 
which constitute an advertisement both 
for the makers of the balance and the 
druggist who uses them in his business. 
The card is intended for general and free 
distribution to customers, and contains a 
strong argument for the patronage of 
druggists who use the Springer Torsion 
Balance. A supply can be _ obtained 
gratis of the Springer Torsion Balance 
Company for the asking. 


The Druggist and the Emperor. 


A comical incident happened to Em- 
peror William at the village of Bergkir- 
chon, during the late army manoeuvres. 
He rang up at 4 o’clock in the morning 
the village druggist, from whose veranda 
a fine view could be obtained of the whole 
valley, in which eight army corps were 
bivouacking. The druggist did not re- 
cognize the Emperor, and, being angry 
at thus being roused from his sleep, re- 
fused his Majesty admittance. 

The wife of the druggist joined her 
husband and fired through the crack of, 
the door a string of uncomplimentary re- 
marks. Emperor William was _ highly 
amused and finally disclosed his identity, 
whereupon the couple profusely apolo- 
gized, admitted the Emperor, and pre- 
pared coffee for him, 
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A Practical Poison Safeguard. 


The prevention of poisoning by acci- 
dent is one of the most difficult of prob- 
lems to solve and a thousand different de- 
vices have been proposed for this pur- 
pose, all of which are open to some ser- 
ious objection. The “Anchor Safety” 
stopper, illustrated herewith, seems to be 
free from all the disadvantages of other 
devices in this line and should become 
very popular. The device consists of a 
small glass rod suspended from the stop- 
per of the bottle by means of an asbestos 
cord. When the stopper is taken out this 
anchor checks the hand so that it is prac- 
tically impossible for one to use the con- 
tents of the bottle without being made 
aware of the fact that it is poisonous. 

The stopper has been officially adopted 





(2) 
(Bottle with Anchor Safety Stopper.) 


by the New York Hospital after a series of 
careful tests made by Sidney Rauschen- 
berg, Ph.G., apothecary to the hospital, 
the results of which are given in the fol- 
lowing letter addressed by Mr. Rauschen- 
berg to Albert T. Plummer, the inventor 
and patentee of the stopper: 


Albert T. Plummer, New York City. 

Dear Sir: During the twenty-two years of my 
experience as a pharmacist, I have not learned 
of a device which so appealed to me as a prac- 
tical guard against error in handling danger- 
ous and poisonous medicine as your Anchor 
Safety Stopper. 

I believe that the most thoughtless being upon 
attempting to remove the stopper and fn + 
that there is a sudden halt, will be scomapaed 
to investigate the reason for such, read the label 
and probably be cautious in the use of the 
contents, after being delayed in his blind pro- 
cedure and giving the brain a chance to grasp 
the situation. 

I have performed a series of tests to learn if 
in practical use any serious objection can be 
found to the use of the asbestos twine, either by 
ed the preparation or itself being injured. 

3ottles were filled with the following and kept 
before me for three weeks with the twine im- 
mersed as it would be in practical use: 

12% per cent solution of corrosive chloride of 
mercury. 

20 per cent solution of zinc chloride. 

20 per cent solution of calcium chloride. 

20 per cent solution ammon. chloride with 2 
per cent tart. antim. 

Concentrated hydrochloric acid. 

Solution of potassa, P. 

Solution of arsenic, Fowler’s. 

Solution of arsenic and potass. bromide. 

Solution of arsenic in hydrochloric acid. 

Labarraque’s solution. 

Magendie’s solution of morphine. 

Pure liquid carbolic acid. 

In each instance the twine remains unaltered 
and the solutions are in perfect order except the 
hydrochloric acid is slightly colored by the 
iron contained in the asbestos; this I do not 
consider an objection, as it can be removed from 
the twine if it be desired. 

StpNEY RAUSCHENBERG. 


Henry Allen, 1388 William street, New 
York, has accepted the general agency of 
the stopper and will quote prices on ap- 
plication. 


Envelopes Free. 


The Merchant’s Gargling Oil Co., 
Lockport, N. Y., will furnish free of 
charge to all of our readers who apply 
a supply of envelopes and counter-wrap- 
pers containing the imprint of the drug- 
gist. 





Caroid a Remarkable Digestive Fer- 
ment. 


Caroid is a highly concentrated prep- 
aration of the ferment derived from the 
Carica-Papaya, concerning which the 
following may be summarized from re- 
cent reports of Prof. R. H. Chittenden, 
professor of physiological chemistry at 
Yale University: 

“It is a true soluble digestive ferment 
of vegetable origin, acts in either an acid, 


alkaline or neutral medium, its action 
being both proteolytic and amy- 
lolytic. It has, in short, the triple 


character of pepsin, pancreatin and dias- 
tase, and exerts its action under con- 
ditions that inhibit the action of or des- 
troy animal ferment, such as its capacity 
to act in a smaller amount of liquid 
than is necessary for pepsin action; also 
to act in the presence of antiseptics and 
other drugs—indeed, salicylic acid in 
small quantities tends to increase the 
proteolytic action of Caroid over that of 
a neutral solution. Its action is not 
hampered to any extent by carbolic acid, 
nor by chloroform until the amount 
was raised to more than four per cent.’ 

Lastly, reports show that Caroid is 
more active by a large percentage than 
a number of other preparations of the 
same ferment. The claim is made for 
Caroid that from it has been removed 
all the disabilities of previous products 
of the Carica-Papaya, such as crudeness 
of manufacture, a consequent weakness 
of proteolytic action, and an expense too 
for the manufacturer of this particular 
In short, it is claimed that Caroid is the 
first product which in any sense repre- 
sents the digestive possibilities of this 
remarkable ferment. 

As the manufacture of Caroid is car- 
ried on under the personal supervision 
of E. M. Johnson, late of the pharmaceu- 
tical ‘house of Johnson & Johnson, who, 
in connection with his former house 
and with the American Ferment Co., of 
which he is now the head, has had a 
long experience in perfecting processes 
for the manufacture of this particular 
article, the product may be said to be 
in competent hands. 


RATIONAL DIGESTIVE TESTS. 

One of Mr. Johnson’s demonstrations 
of the digestive action of Caroid, under 
conditions closely resembling the work 
expected of the human stomach, is very 
interesting. He takes the plain, every- 
day concomitants of an average hotel 
dinner—oysters or clams, soup, beef, po- 
tatoes, beans, cauliflower, pastry, black 
coffee—adding such a quantity of fluid 
as an average man might drink at a 
meal, mixes and chops the whole into 
such a mass as it might be expected to 
become after being masticated and swal- 
lowed, without, of course, the advantage 
of admixture with the salivary secretions. 
He then adds a few grains of Caroid, 
puts the whole into a vessel and leaves it 
in the temperature of an ordinary living 
room, say, at about 70° F., for a few 
hours, occasionally agitating it in the i in- 
terim. The result is that the mass is al- 
most entirely dissolved, the indigestible 
gristle and a small amount of cellulose 
from the vegetables alone remaining un- 
digested. Another of his demonstra- 
tions, possessing the virtue of practica- 
bility and simplicity, is to sprinkle a mut- 
ton chop or piece of meat with three to 
five grains of Caroid, and after rubbing 
it well in, to allow it to stand in ordin- 
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ary living room temperature for from 
four to six hours, the result being the 
complete disintegration and digestion of 
everything save the bone and _gristle. 
The powerful action of Caroid, as thus 
simply exhibited, applies to dead tissue 
alone, it having no action whatever up- 
on living tissue, and being administered 
to the human anatomy with entire safety. 


How Homeopathic Vials Are Made. 


The making of homeopathic vials 
is a special branch of the glass 
industry which is in the hands of 
a comparatively few manufacturers. 
The first step in their man- 


ufacture is the making of the glass tub- 
ing from which the finished vials are 
fashioned. This is done by gathering a 
mass of molten glass on the end of a 

low pipe direct from the pot in which 
the glass is formed, rolling this mass and 
blowing in it all the while until it is 
brought into cylindrical shape. A piece 
of iron, known as a “punty,” is then 
stuck upon one end of the cylinder, and, 
with the aid of this and the blow-pipe 
at the other end, the mass is gradually 
drawn out into tubing on a long table, 
the tube being rolled constantly to and 
fro to maintain a uniform thickness. The 
length of the tube is from 150 to 200 
feet, according to the size required. 
When cold, the tube is cut into lengths 
of six feet, and these lengths are assort- 
ed into the different sizes, as the diam- 
eter of the long tubes vary somewhat at 
different points. 

After assorting, the six-feet lengths are 
cut into the length necessary to make 
the particular vials needed, by means of 
a rotary steel knife running at the rate 
of 1,500 revolutions a minute. Each of 
the lengths are long enough to make 
two vials, lips being formed on each 
end by means of special tools, which op- 
erated upon both ends of the tube 
simultaneously, where it is heated with 
a Bunsen burner. Another gas flame 
heats the centre of the piece of tubing 
and enables the operator to form bottoms 
on the two vials simultaneously. Some 
idea of the rapidity with which the men 
work may be gained from the statement 
that the average number turned out by 
each workman is between ten and twelve 
gross daily. When the lips and the bot- 
toms have been formed the vials are an- 
nealed, selected and packed by skilled 
female hands into one-gross boxes, with 
partitions between the rows to avoid 
breakage. 

One of the largest manufactories of 
these goods in the United States js lo- 
cated at 1120 to 1128 North Orianna 
street, Philadelphia. This plant, which 
is known as the Standard Flint Glass 
Works, is owned by Wm. Kuemmerle, 
Jr.. has a capacity of over 500 gross 
daily, and ships goods to every part of 
the United States, Mexico, Great Brit- 
ain and the British colonies. 


Four Great Sellers. 


There are four of the Humphrey’s 
specifics which are great sellers. These 
are No. 1, for fevers; No. 7, for coughs; 
No. 10, for dyspepsia; No. 77, for 
grippe. These four sell rapidly and sell 
all the time. Write to Humphrey’s Med- 
icine Co., corner William and John 
streets, New York, for terms on an as- 
sortment of their specifics. They also 
furnish liberal supplies of advertising 
matter free of charge. 
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A New Hair Restorer. 


Professor Remington has a good story 
which he says is true of Mr. M. N. Kline. 
The story is as follows: It appears that 
Mr. Kline was the guest of Mr. Reming- 
ton at hissea-shore home for _ several 
weeks during the past summer, and while 
there he lost no opportunity of extolling 
the virtues of Eskay’s Albumenized Food 
until it became a by-word in the house. It 
appears that after Mr. Kline had depart- 
ed one of the family came down to break- 
fast in the morning and said he had had 
a peculiar dream the night before about 
Mr. Kline. Mrs. Remington forthwith 
urged the relation of the dream, which 
was as follows: “We were al! assembled 
in the room for breakfast and everybody 
was present except Mr. Kline. His ab- 
sence being remarked upon word was 
sent to his room that breakfast was ready 
The servant brought back the reply that 
Mr. Kline did not wish any breakfast as 
he had some writing to do. Professor 
Remington then went to Mr. Kline’s 
room, thinking possibly he might be ill. 
He knocked on the door and said, ‘Mr. 
Kline, are you ill? Or what is the matter?’ 
‘Oh, nothing, I have some writing and 
do not care about any breakfast.’ ‘Well, 
won’t you have your breakfast sent up to 
you?’ Mr. Kline acquiesced. The same 
procedure was repeated at lunch time and 
also at dinner. But early the next morn- 
ing Mr. Kline came down stairs with a 
broad smile on his face and that portion 
of his cranium which had been devoid of 
hair for so long now boasted three-quar- 
ters of an inch of hair. He was very en- 
thusiastic and said, ‘I knew it would do it. 
and when asked what he meant, he said, 
‘While lying in bed the previous morn- 
ing I was thinking of Eskay’s Albumen- 
ized Food, and of its efficacy for chil- 
dren, invalids and of its general nutritious 
qualities. I thought, why won’t it bring 
out hair? and I no sooner thought of this 
than I got up and made a poultice of the 
box of food which I had on hand and 
all day long I was adorned with this head- 
gear with the result you see. I now think 
that it is good for man and beast.’ ” 

Mr. Kline when told this story by Pro- 
fessor Remington doubted it, but he was 
referred to the party who had had the 
dream and now he is assured that it is a 
fact. Are dreams prophetic? Will a poul- 
tice of Eskay’s food make hair grow on a 
smooth and shiny pate? Has Mr. Kline 
acted on the hint? His friends will watch 
for results. 


Special Offer on First Orders of 
Iodine Pencils. 


Send 25c. in stamps for fifteen AAA 
Camel’s Hair Pencils; 50c. for thirty, or 
$1.00 for sixty, carriage prepaid. These 
prices are at the rate of the figure for 
purchases of a gross. By reason of the 
fact that the importer has advertised these 
goods for years, druggists are specifying 
them in their orders. In some cases. 
however, it appears they do not receive 
AAA goods, which are made of fine, 
heavy, pliant stock, but pencils of inferior 
grades. In order to overcome this, and 
to get his goods into the hands of ap- 
preciative druggists, the importer makes 
this offer on first orders, direct to the re- 
tail trade. Once a druggist sees the AAA 
pencil he will not accept any of the poor 
substitutes paraded in its name. These 
pencils afford a profit of 150 per cent to 
200 per cent to the dealer, and are war- 


ranted to give complete satisfaction. Ad- 
dress the importer, Leopold Mayer, 336 
East Forty-ninth street, New York. 


A Large Chemical Plant. 


We present herewith a recent photo- 
graphic view of the extensive laboratories 
of C. F. Boehringer & Soehne, Mann- 
heim, Germany. Comparing this picture 
with a similar view published about two 
years ago, extensive additions to some 
of the buildings and a number of new 
structures become plainly apparent, and 
are the best evidence of the growth of 
this enormous chemical plant. 

The handsome row of houses fronting 
on the road and the river are the dwell- 
ings of the director and the chief chem- 
ists, and the general offices. The majority 
of the other buildings are devoted to the 
manufacture of one or a few allied chem- 
icals, with a special chemist and staff for 
each. Besides these there are the large 
receiving and.storage buildings and the 
shipping department, gas works and elec- 
tric power plant, and special shops for all 
sorts of requirements, such as wood and 
tin box making, machine, plumbing and 


blacksmith shops, etc. Railroad tracks 
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Important Reduction in Price. 


On and after January 1, 1899, the retail 
price of Ridge’s Food will be reduced to 
25c., 50c., $1.00 and $1.25. See the ad- 
vertisement of Woolrich & Co. on the 
back cover. 


Reduction in Price. 


The price of Gombault’s caustic balsam 
has been reduced to $12 per dozen. The 
sole importers, Lawrence-Williams Co., 
Cleveland, have determined to themselves 
assume the cost of the stamp tax, thus 
relieving the retail drug trade. This ac- 
tion will, no doubt, be heartily appreci- 
ated by our readers, who can best show 
their appreciation by pushing the sale of 
this preparation. Picture cards for free 
distribution will be furnished by the man- 
ufacturers to applicants mentioning this 
journal. 


What Is Emulsol ? 


Emulsol is a powerful emulsifying 
agent, of slightly acid reaction, by means 
of which most desirable preparations of 
the following drugs can be readily and 
economically prepared: Cod Liver Oil, 
Balsam Copaiba, Copaiba Mixtures, Oil 
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run between the blocks of laboratories and 
connect with the regular railroad system 
by tunnel to the river bank; here also 
the shipments to foreign countries are 
loaded on steamboats, to be taken down 
the Rhine to Rotterdam, for direct ship- 
ment to the firm’s customers, through 
branch houses, in all parts of the world. 


C. F. Boehringer & Soehne are special- 
ists in the manufacture of chemicals; that 
is to say, they make a specialty of every 
article taken up for manufacture, perfect- 
ing process and product and then aiming 
to develop their output and sale to the 
highest attainable limit. It is this policy 
which has earned for the firm the distinc- 
tion of being the largest makers in the 
world of quinine sulphate, of cocaine 
muriate, and of caffeine, and of being 
recognized leaders in other products of- 
fered by them, including fine chemicals 
and alkaloids. Their establishment has a 
most enviable reputation, built up on a 
solid basis of conservative reliability com- 
bined with modern commercial enterprise 
in the conduct of this business. Boeh- 
ringer’s chemicals are standard every- 
where, and are sold by all wholesale drug- 
gists in the United States. A complete 
price list of their products will be mailed 
to druggists applying to C. F. Boehringer 
& Soehne, 7 Cedar street, New York. 


of Turpentine, Oil of Sandalwood, Oil of 
Cubeb, Terebene, Oleoresins, Creosote, 
Salol, and fixed and volatile oils. Be- 
sides its remarkable emulsifying property, 
Emulsol aids digestion by reason of con- 
taining the ferments of the pancreatic 
juice. It also has the property of render- 
ing oils, especially Cod Liver Oil, more 
palatable. This fact alone makes the use 
of Emulsol a_ desideratum. Bristol, 
Myers & Co., 277 Greene avenue, Brook- 
lyn, will cheerfully furnish information. 


The Regulation of Prices. 


“We hold,” says a New York manufac- 
turer, “that the master key to the situa- 
tion is found in the hands of the manu- 
facturer, and in his alone, because he acts 
clearly within his constitutional rights, 
when he chooses his customers and when 
he elects not to sell his product to price- 
cutters. The legality of his act cannot 
be successfully a from any quar- 
ter.” 


Not little prices; it will be a sad day in 
social economics when such superb work- 
manship as is here displayed can be 
bought for little: but prices without sen- 
timental or arbitrary inflation, business 
prices and, consequently, pleasantly sur- 
prising.—Printers’ Ink. 








